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Chapter 1

What’s the Big Deal About Prayer?
I don’t think anything scares people more than being asked to pray. Prayer causes some
people to panic. Yet others ask what’s the big deal about prayer? Prayer doesn’t work. God
never answers me anyway. So why bother?
However, prayer is one of the most intimate ways we can connect to God. It isn’t any
different than sharing our lives with our best friend over a cup of coffee. Prayer is just a
heart-to-heart conversation with the One who loves you most.
There is no right or wrong way to pray. In fact, the Bible contains a variety of styles, from
simple and direct to prayers that are songs.
One fascinating feature of prayer is that it is unique between every person and God. Noone prays quite the same. Each of us may find ourselves praying in a different way
depending on the situation, the need, or what we have to say to God.
It is man’s traditions, expectations, and motives regarding prayer that can hinder us.
However, there isn’t anything more powerful than having a heart-to-heart conversation
with our Lord and Savior. Moreover, what a privilege it is for us to just speak the name of
Jesus. All heaven stops when one of the Saviors children call upon Him.

A Brief Look at The Scriptures in The Bible Regarding Prayer.
The best place to look for prayer encouragement is in the Scriptures. In this short study,
we shall allow the scriptures to answer the following questions which deal with the who,
what, when, where, and how of prayer to enhance our conversations with the Lord. The
questions we will allow scripture to reveal the answers to are:
•
•
•

Who should pray?
Who should we be praying for?
What should we be praying for?
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•
•
•
•

When should a person pray?
Where should we pray?
Why should we pray?
How should we pray?

Now on the surface it would appear that the answers are obvious. And you would be
right.
However, as I have been searching the scriptures regarding prayer, it has helped me to
drill down a little deeper than the obvious. I have found that our God is deeply interested
in our lives and is available anywhere and at any time.
He does not fluff off a prayer prayed from our heart. I am encouraged when I look at
how others sought the Lord. I hope you will be encouraged also!
In addendum#1 at the end of this booklet you will find a table of references of a few of the actual
prayers prayed in the scriptures. They are great guides for our own prayers. Better yet, I love
personalizing the scriptures and turning them into my own personal prayer. Praying the actual
Word of God is POWERFUL!
I hope you are encouraged as much as I was by the time you are finished. Let’s begin our
study with scriptures on who should pray and who we need to be praying for.

Who Should Pray?
We see clearly in the following scriptures that:
•
•
•
•

everyone is to pray
people turn from their evil ways
violence is to be stopped
people are to be devoted to prayer

People and animals alike must wear garments of mourning, and everyone must pray earnestly
to God. They must turn from their evil ways and stop all their violence. – Jonah 3:8

All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in
meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. – Acts 2:42
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Who are We to be Praying For?
Who we pray for, is a big deal to God. Below are a few scriptures outlining who we are to
be praying for specifically.
•

Fellow believers – “If you see a fellow believer sinning in a way that does not lead to
death, you should pray, and God will give that person life. “- 1 John 5:16

•

All people – “I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them;
intercede on their behalf and give thanks for them.” – 1 Timothy 2:1

•

Kings and those in authority – “Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority
so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity.” – 1
Timothy 2:2

•

Leaders in the Church – “Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray for
us [Paul’s ministry team]. Pray that the Lord’s message will spread rapidly and be
honored wherever it goes, just as when it came to you”. – 2 Thessalonians 3:1

•

“Dear brothers and sisters, I urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to join in
my struggle by praying to God for me.” – Romans 15:30

•

“Dear brothers and sisters pray for us. “- 1 Thessalonians 5:25

•

Those who hurt you and persecute you – “Bless those who curse you. Pray for those
who hurt you.” – Luke 6:28

•

“But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! “- Matthew 5:44

Starting out with the basics of who needs to pray was not a mystery. Everyone needs to
be talking with God. That is how you build a relationship with someone. You need to
communicate. I find that it tends to be a lost art in our day.
We also see we need to pray for everyone. However, the bible also mentions specific
groups of people to include in your prayers. I’m sure you could find many more by
doing your own search of the scriptures. Give it a try!
In the next chapter, we will be looking at scriptures that speak regarding specific areas we
need to be praying for.
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Chapter 2
7 Specific Areas to Remember when Praying

In chapter one, we looked at scriptures that answered the question of who should pray
and who we should pray for. In this chapter, I will share with you 7 specific areas to
remember when praying.

What should we be praying for?
The simple answer is we need to be praying for everything just as the Apostle
Paul instructed the Philippians:
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need and thank
him for all he has done. – Philippians 4:6 NLT

EVERYTHING? Oh, my goodness when I think about praying for everything, I quickly
become overwhelmed. You may not, but I sure do. So how do you even begin to pray for
everything?

Are You Feeling a Bit Overwhelmed?
I can easily become overwhelmed with too many choices. Especially if it’s unorganized
choices. I will walk away from boxes of clothes, books, even thrift shops if things are not
organized in some fashion. Therefore, I am a person that organizes, categorizes, sorts,
and looks for ways to make life flow with as little chaos as possible.
I drove a friend of mine crazy helping her in a clothing closet ministry to fine tune the
sorting and hanging of the donated items. Yes, she still is a close friend, a miracle from
God to be sure! I even found myself organizing the book section in my local Dollar store
one day… a story for another time to be sure.
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Jay Silverheels and Clayton Moore in The Lone Ranger

Not So Fast, Kemosabe - Don’t Panic
Of the 60+ English versions of the Holy Bible on Bible Gateway.com the majority of the
translations use ‘in everything ‘.

The Amplified Bible expands the meaning of ‘in everything’ to ‘every circumstance and
situation ‘:
“Do not be anxious or worried about anything, but in everything [every circumstance and
situation] by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, continue to make your [specific] requests
known to God.”
Although we are to pray about every circumstance and situation, the scriptures do list 7
specific areas to remember when praying. Let’s take a look together.
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Panoramic view of Israel

7 Specific Areas to Remember when Praying
#1 – Pray for Israel:
• The salvation of Israel –
•

Dear brothers and sisters, the longing of my heart and my prayer to God is
for the people of Israel to be saved. – Romans 10:1

•

Peace in Jerusalem –

•

Pray for peace in Jerusalem. May all who love this city prosper. – Psalm
122:6

#2 – Pray for the Gospel Message
•

Opportunities to share Christ – Pray for us, too, that God will give us many
opportunities to speak about his mysterious plan concerning Christ. – Colossians
4:3
•

Proclaim clearly Christ’s message – Pray that I will proclaim this message as
clearly as I should. – Colossians 4:4

•

More workers – So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him
to send more workers into his fields.” – Matthew 9:38

•

Lord’s message will spread rapidly and be honored – … Pray that the Lord’s
message will spread rapidly and be honored wherever it goes… – 2 Thessalonians 3:1

•

What to do / where to go – Pray that the Lord your God will show us what to do and
where to go.” – Jeremiah 42:3
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•

Boldness – And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the right words so I can boldly
explain God’s mysterious plan that the Good News is for Jews and Gentiles alike.
– Ephesians 6:19
•

I am in chains now, still preaching this message as God’s ambassador.
So pray that I will keep on speaking boldly for him, as I should. – Ephesians
6:20

#3 – Pray for God’s Will
• “My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away from me. Yet I

want your will to be done, not mine.” – Matthew 26:39
• Epaphras… always prays earnestly for you, asking God to make you strong and

perfect, fully confident that you are following the whole will of God.
– Colossians 4:12

#4 – Pray for Wisdom, Strength, and Understanding
• I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on

growing in knowledge and understanding. – Philippians 1:9
• …We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual

wisdom and understanding. – Colossians 1:9
• I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner

strength through his Spirit. – Ephesians 3:16
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#5 – Pray for our daily lives
• Peace and prosperity – And work for the peace and prosperity of the city where I

sent you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, for its welfare will determine your
welfare.” – Jeremiah 29:7
•

Joy and peace – I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely
with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with
confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. – Romans 15:13

•

Live honorably – Pray for us, for our conscience is clear and we want to live
honorably in everything we do. – Hebrews 13:18

•

Mercy & Healing – “O Lord,” I prayed, “have mercy on me. Heal me, for I
have sinned against you. – Psalm 41:4

•

Strength – We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious
power so you will have all the endurance and patience you need. May you be
filled with joy, – Colossians 1:11

Image by Gordon Johnson from Pixabay

#6 – Pray for the coming troubles
• Our troubles – I took my troubles to the Lord; I cried out to him, and he answered

my prayer. – Psalm 120:1
• Strength to escape coming horrors – Keep alert at all times. And pray that you

might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors and stand before the
Son of Man.” – Luke 21:36
• Rescue from wicked people – Pray, too, that we will be rescued from wicked and

evil people, for not everyone is a believer. – 2 Thessalonians 3:2
• Your people be spared – Let them pray, “Spare your people, Lord! Don’t let your

special possession become an object of mockery. Don’t let them become a joke
for unbelieving foreigners who say, ‘Has the God of Israel left them?’” – Joel 2:17
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#7 – Pray for Understanding:
• We will understand the confident hope Christ has given – I pray that your hearts

will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has
given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious
inheritance. – Ephesians 1:18
• We will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power – I also pray that you

will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him.
This is the same mighty power – Ephesians 1:19
These are the 7 specific areas to remember when praying. In the next chapter, we will
look at scriptures that speak to us regarding when and where a person should pray.
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Chapter 3
Discovering the Scriptural Gems of Prayer

In the first chapter we looked at scriptures that answered the question of who should pray
and who we should be praying for. Then in the second chapter we looked at 7 specific
areas to remember when praying. In this chapter, we will discover the scriptural gems
concerning the when, why, and where of prayer.

A Treasure Chest
The Bible is a treasure chest full of jewels and gemstones
just waiting to be discovered. I may not enjoy searching
through boxes of stuff in yard sales and auctions one bit.
However, when it comes to searching the scriptures, I’m like
Indiana Jones searching for the lost ark.
No one can speak any clearer than the scriptures
themselves. That is why I chose to use more scripture than
my own personal thoughts on various topics. Moreover,
everyone has thoughts and opinions to share. Spoiler alert,
our thoughts, and opinions do not always reflect the truth
of a situation.
But God’s Word has been and always will be the absolute
truth we can depend on!

Raiders of the Lost Ark oiginal release
poster by Richard Amsel. ™ & © 1981
Lucasfilm Ltd.- By Source, Fair use,
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=25615967
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Discover the Scriptural Gems of
When to Pray
Some of the treasures in
Scripture are right out in the
open. Hardly any digging is
required. According to Scripture,
we quickly find that we are to be
in a continual state of prayer.
Therefore, we are to pray:

Image by Martina Bulková from Pixabay

• Always
• We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ. – Colossians 1:3
• Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble and keep on praying.

– Romans 12:12
• Never stop praying – 1 Thessalonians 5:17
• We always thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly. – 1 Thessalonians

1:2
• I will praise you as long as I live, lifting up my hands to you in prayer. – Psalm 63:4
• I searched for the Lord. All night long I prayed, with hands lifted toward

heaven… Psalm 77:2
We also discover Scriptural gems that tell us to pray when we are:
•

Suffering hardships/distress
•
•

•

Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray… – James 5:13
But in my distress, I cried out to the Lord; yes, I prayed to my God for help.
He heard me from his sanctuary; my cry to him reached his ears. – Psalm
18:6

Sick
•

Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come
and pray over you, anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord. – James
5:14
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• When it is unlawful in man’s eyes
• But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and

knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows open toward
Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had always done, giving
thanks to his God. Daniel 6:10
•

Most of all when we are reminded of the Majesty of our God!
•

when I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father,
– Ephesians 3:14

Throw Up Your Hands in Surrender
Have you ever heard someone say something to the effect of ‘all we can do now is pray’ or
‘there is nothing I can do but pray’? Perhaps you have said something along the same line. I
confess I have. Moreover, it’s like we throw up our hands in surrender because we can’t

do anything else! Really?
Wow, that is precisely the very FIRST thing we should do, not as our last resort.
Likewise, it is imperative that we realize that there is tremendous power in prayer! Don’t
let the liar and deceiver of the brethren, Satan, convince you otherwise. Therefore, by all
means, throw up your hands in surrender to the Lord who CAN AND WILL do

something!

Discover the Scriptural Gems of Why to Pray
Do you realize God saves our every prayer? When we pray, it’s as if a golden bowl of
incense is being carried to the very throne of God in heaven.
Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the
saints. – Revelation 5:8
Discover the scriptural gems below to see the various reasons why prayer needs to be our
first response and not our last.
• You are helping us by praying for us. – 2 Corinthians 1:11
• Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well.

And if you have committed any sins, you will be forgiven. – James 5:15
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• Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be

healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces
wonderful results. – James 5:16
• But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most holy faith, pray in

the power of the Holy Spirit, – Jude 1:20
• “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge

of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields. – Luke 10:2
• “Pray that you will not give in to temptation.” – Luke 22:40
• And work for the peace and prosperity of the city where I sent you into

exile. Pray to the Lord for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare.”
– Jeremiah 29:7
• Therefore, let all the godly pray to you while there is still time, that they may not

drown in the floodwaters of judgment. – Psalm 32:6
• But each day the Lord pours his unfailing love upon me, and through each night I

sing his songs, praying to God who gives me life. – Psalm 42:8
• You faithfully answer our prayers with awesome deeds, O God our savior. You are

the hope of everyone on earth, even those who sail on distant seas. – Psalm 65:5
• Bend down, O Lord, and hear my prayer; answer me, for I need your

help. – Psalm 86:1
• Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my plea! Answer me because you are faithful

and righteous. – Psalm 143:1
• Then he said, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you began to pray for

understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your request has been
heard in heaven. – Daniel 10:12
• I took my troubles to the Lord; I cried out to him, and he answered my prayer.

– Psalm 120:1
• We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you will

have all the endurance and patience you need. – Colossians 1:11
• I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the

confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his
rich and glorious inheritance. – Ephesians 1:1
The above reasons for why to pray don’t even begin to scratch the surface of the plethora
of gems waiting to be discovered. Moreover, they speak clearly to why we should or
rather NEED to be a people of prayer!
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Discover the Scriptural Gems of Where to Pray
When we review the scriptures, we see that prayer took place anywhere and everywhere.
And that is as it should be. When our lives are centered on the Lord, we can have a
conversation at any time.
However, there is power in praying together with other Believers. Yet there are times
when we want to just be with Him without distractions. Consider with me the following
scriptures.
• Prayer took place in the Temple:
•
•

Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three
o’clock prayer service. – Acts 3:1
He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house
of prayer for all nations,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves.”
– Mark 11:17

• In every place of worship:
• In every place of worship, I want men to pray with holy hands lifted up to
•
•

God, free from anger and controversy. – 1 Timothy 2:8
Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an isolated
place to pray. – Mark 1:35
After sending them home, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. Night
fell while he was there alone. – Matthew 14:23

Jesus liked to pray in isolated places:
Before daybreak the next morning,
Jesus got up and went out to an
isolated place to pray. - Mark 1:35
After sending them home, he went up
into the hills by himself to pray. Night
fell while he was there alone. Matthew 14:23
“But when you pray, go away by
yourself, shut the door behind you,
and pray to your Father in private.
Then your Father, who sees
everything, will reward you.”
- Matthew 6:6
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We also see that King Hezekiah prayed before the alter when seeking the Lord’s help
against the army of King Sennacherib of Assyria. (See 2 Kings 18:13 – 2 Kings 19:37)
Moreover, we discover that Paul and Silas were having their own prayer and praise
meeting while chained in prison! “Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening.” – Acts 16:25
We have only begun to discover the scriptural gems to uncover the when, why, and
where of prayer. I hope you were encouraged by this chapter. In the next chapter we will
discover spiritual gems regarding our required attitude in prayer.
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Chapter 4
Petitioning Prayer – it’s Your Attitude that Matters

What Should our Attitude be when Praying?
Here in this chapter, we will discover the precious gems in Scripture which will reveal
the attitude that matters when petitioning Yahweh our Creator for a need or desire we
have.
We have seen previously that prayer is similar to having a conversation with a good
friend over a cup of coffee. Prayer is one of the most intimate ways we can connect to
God. However, there are times when we desire the intervention of our Father in a
specific area of our lives.
When conversing with our Father God we need to be open and honest about what we are
feeling, thinking, etc. Moreover, God has no problem with us even when we are angry.
However, beware that you do not tread into the territory of being disrespectful and
insolent.
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Proseuche – The Greek Word for Prayer

In the New Testament, proseuche is the Greek word used most
often for “prayer”. According to Pastor Rick Renner, of Renner
Ministries, Proseuche is the compound of two words. The first
word is pros meaning to draw very near or to be face-to-face. The
other word is euche, which means a vow, a wish, or a desire.
Originally, this word was used to depict a person who vowed to give something of great
value to God in exchange for a favorable answer to prayer.
We see an example of this word proseuche (prayer) in the story of Hannah in 1 Samuel 1.
Hannah was married to a man named Elkanah, and she had been childless for quite some
time. Year after year, she wanted God to give her a child, but she remained barren.
10 Hannah was in deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the Lord. 11 And she made this
vow: “O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give
me a son, then I will give him back to you… 1 Samuel 1:10-11
Hannah drew near to God and expressed her wish and a deep desire for a child. With her
prayer, she made a vow.

Specific Types of Prayer
The Bible reveals many types of prayers. How a person categorizes the prayers, will
dictate the count of the many different types of prayers. An internet search revealed
articles such as:
• The Five Types of Prayer
• Learning to pray: Seven types of prayer
• The 9 Types of Prayer in The Bible
• 10 Types of Prayers in the Bible – Bible Study Tools

However, most of all the prayers found in the bible will fall in one of the seven categories
listed below. These are prayers of:
1. Supplication – Philippians 4.6, Ephesians 6.18
2. Intersession – See Jesus’ prayer in John 17
3. Thanksgiving/Worship – Philippians 4.6, Colossians 4.2, Acts 13.2-3
4. Agreement/Corporate Prayers – Acts 1.14
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5. Consecration – Matthew 26.39
6. Faith – James 5.15
7. Imprecatory – (e.g., Psalms 7, 35, 55, 58, 69).

Part of a document said by an Italian expert to be the oldest known complete Torah scroll.
(photo credit: AP Photo/Alma Mater Studiorum Universita' di Bologna)

Scripture Reveals the Attitude that Matters
What is the attitude that matters to God? Below are some things we need to keep in mind
when we approach the throne of God in prayer. By searching the gold mine of Scripture,
we see the attitudes that matter to God is:

An alert mind and a thankful heart
•

Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart. – Colossians
4:2

•

I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: “O Lord, you are a great and awesome
God! You always fulfill your covenant and keep your promises of unfailing love to
those who love you and obey your commands. – Daniel 9:4

Praying with all our heart is an attitude that matters
•

I pray with all my heart – Psalm 119:145
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•

And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing grace
God has given to you. – 2 Corinthians 9:14

•

Pour out your hearts like water to the Lord. – Lamentations 2:19

Pray constantly and as long as necessary
•

I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you constantly – Ephesians

1:16
•

Night and day, I constantly remember you in my prayers. – 2 Timothy 1:3

•

They all met together and were constantly united in prayer… – Acts 1:14

•

But I keep praying to you, Lord, hoping this time you will show me favor. – Psalm
69:13

•

I have posted watchmen on your walls; they will pray day and night, continually.
Take no rest, all you who pray to the Lord. – Isaiah 62:6

•

One day soon afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to pray, and he prayed to
God all night. – Luke 6:12

•

Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give
up. – Luke 18:1

Being disciplined and earnest is an attitude that matters
•

The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in
your prayers. – 1 Peter 4:7

•

Night and day we pray earnestly for you, asking God to let us see you again to fill
the gaps in your faith. – 1 Thessalonians 3:10

•

But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly for him. – Acts
12:5

Pray in the Spirit
•

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in
your prayers for all believers everywhere. – Ephesians 6:18

•

Well then, what shall I do? I will pray in the spirit, and I will also pray in words I
understand. – 1 Corinthians 14:15
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Humility is an attitude that matters
•

Then Jesus left them a second time and prayed, “My Father! If this cup cannot be
taken away unless I drink it, your will be done.” – Matthew 26:42

•

I went on praying and confessing my sin and the sin of my people, pleading with
the Lord my God for Jerusalem, his holy mountain. – Daniel 9:20

23

Finding the Scriptural Gems of Prayer in the Bible

Specific Attitudes that will Move the Heart of God:
•

•

•

•

•

While Jesus was here on earth, He offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry
and tears, to the One who could rescue him from death. And God heard
his prayers because of his deep reverence for God. – Hebrews 5:7
For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and
not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I
will listen. If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. – Jeremiah
29:11-13
Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from
heaven and will forgive their sins and restore their land. – 2 Chronicles 7:14
Then he said, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you began to pray for
understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your request has been
heard in heaven. I have come in answer to your prayer. – Daniel 10:12
The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and His ears are open to
their prayers. – 1 Peter 3:12

In this chapter we have discovered 12 attitudes that we must have when petitioning the
Lord for answers. Recapping we see they are:

1.

Having an alert mind

2. Having a Thankful heart
3. Praying with all our heart
4. Praying constantly
5. Petitioning the Lord as long as necessary
6. Having a deep reverence for God
7.

Being disciplined and earnest

8. Praying in the Spirit
9. Having an attitude of humility and submission
10. Seeking the Lord wholeheartedly
11. Turning from our wicked ways
12. Doing what is right
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Chapter 5
Are You Praying to the Creator God or to a Pretender?

When you think about prayer or having a conversation with God, which God are you
seeking? Who are you calling out to and relying on in your time of need? Moreover, what
do they want in return for a favorable answer to your requests? Your soul or your
firstborn?

Notable pretender pagan gods in the bible
The I AM, Creator God continually warned the Hebrew children not to worship the ‘gods’
of the surrounding nations.
You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous (impassioned) God
[demanding what is rightfully and uniquely mine], visiting (avenging) the iniquity (sin, guilt) of
the fathers on the children [that is, calling the children to account for the sins of their fathers], to the
third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me - Deuteronomy 5:9 AMP
You shall not worship their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their deeds; but you shall
utterly overthrow them and break their sacred pillars in pieces. - Exodus 23:24
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However, the Hebrew Children of God continually disobeyed. Here are a few of those
‘gods’:
•

Artemis - identified by the Romans as Diana - Acts 19.24

•

Asherah/Ashteroth - one of the goddesses of the Canaanite pantheon - Judges 3.7

•

Baal - the supreme god worshiped in ancient Canaan and Phoenicia - Numbers
22.41

•

Chemosh - primary national god of the Moabites and Ammonites - 1Kings 11.7

•

Dagon - highly venerated national deity of the Philistines - 1Samuel 5.7

•

Marduk/Merodach - the chief deity of Babylon - Jeremiah 50.2

•

Molech - A Canaanite god associated with child sacrifice - Leviticus 18.21

•

Tammuz - a Syrian and Phoenician god of fertility - Ezekiel 8.14

A glimpse into other gods worshiped…
A quick internet search reveals the many ‘gods’ worshipped in other countries. Consider
the following.
Many Chinese worship gods of:
•

the cosmos

•

celestial and terrestrial phenomena

•

human virtues and crafts

•

animal and vegetal life

Buddhists use the Buddha as a way of attaining spiritual freedom and enlightenment
throughout their lives. Although there is no supreme being, there are all kinds of god-like
creatures and beings called devas populating the early scriptures of Buddhism.
Hindus worship a universal god known as the Supreme Being or Brahman. However,
they also have numerous gods and goddesses, known as devas, who represent one or
more of Brahman's aspects.
In Japan there are eight million kami which are the divine spirits or gods recognized
in their Shinto religion.
If you intend to seek help from any of the so called ‘gods’ listed above, don’t hold your
breath. These are all false gods. Imposters to keep your focus off the One True God,
Yahweh.
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The God of Islam, Judaism and Christians
Is the God of Islam, Judaism and Christians the same God? Just to be clear at the onset I
am comparing theology, not people. Take a look at the table below.

Judaism

Christianity

Islam

Believes in one personal God
(YHWH) who is eternal, with
"neither beginning nor end", has
always been the unrivaled Creator
and Lord

Believes in one personal God
(YHWH) who is eternal, with
"neither beginning nor end", has
always been the unrivaled Creator
and Lord

Believes in one personal and
transcendent God which they call
Allah who was originally an Arab
tribal god. He was one member of a

The dead will be resurrected.
The Hebrew Bible or Tanakh

The dead will be resurrected
Christians follow the Old and New
Testament Scriptures
- 2 Timothy 3.16

The dead will be resurrected.
Believe in their own sacred
writings that record the prophetic
revelations

God became a man in Jesus Christ

Rejects that God became a man in
Jesus Christ
Jesus was a prophet who was
sinless and born of a virgin
Worship of Jesus whom they deem
only human – is anathema.

Is the Jewish Scriptural Canon and
central source of Jewish law.

polytheistic pantheon. Eventually he
supplanted all other gods as the one-andonly deity of Muhammad.

They deny that the New Testament is the
Word of God

Rejects that God became a man in
Jesus Christ
The Messiah will come - do not accept
Jesus as God's son and Messiah

Jews reject the idea that Jesus of
Nazareth was the messiah and
agree that the messiah
has not yet come.
Rejects the Trinity

God knows all things including the
thoughts and deeds of men - God
will reward the righteous and
punish the wicked

Jesus is God's son who was sinless
and born of a virgin
Jesus of Nazareth is the One and
only Messiah

God eternally exists as three coeternal and equal persons: the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
- Matthew 28:19
Mankind is born with a sinful
nature that cannot be overcome by
any human means - Ephesians 2:110

Denies that God is a Trinity.
Worship of the Trinity to be polytheistic
and thus blasphemous.

Denies that human have a deeply
sinful human nature, claiming that
we sin because we are merely
weak and ignorant.
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Judaism
Looks to sacrifice and their good
works is essential for the
possibility of salvation

Christianity
Christian holds faith in Christ
through grace as the means of
salvation. Christians do good works to

Islam
Followers to obey the laws of the
Qur'an in the hopes that they will
be found worthy of paradise.

please God, not to gain salvation.

The mainstream Jewish view is
that God will reward those who
observe His commandments and
punish those who intentionally
transgress them.

Christianity teaches that salvation
is secured only through faith in the
achievements of Jesus Christ – his
life, death, and resurrection - John
3:16-18.

God loves us, not by forgiving our
sins before we even commit them,
but by giving us good laws to live
by.

God’s unconditional love for
sinners. God shows His love for us
in that while we were yet sinners
Christ died for us (Romans 5.8).

If you believe and do righteous
deeds, then God can be counted on
to give you what you have earned,
to those who believe and do
righteousness, God will assign
love. (19. 97).
According to the Quran, “God is
an enemy to unbelievers” (II. 99)
God loves not:
the unbelievers” (III.33)
the impious and sinners" (II.277)
the evildoers” (III. 58)
the proud” (IV. 37)
transgressors” (V. 88)
the prodigal” (VI. 142)
the treacherous” (VIII.59)

In a nutshell Christians and those that practice Judaism do worship the same Creator
God, Yahweh. However, very few Jews, worship Jesus as the Messiah like the Christians.
The God of the Islamic faith is not the same as the God of the Jewish or Christian faith.
Nor do they accept Jesus as the son of God. Therefore, Allah IS NOT the same as
Yahweh.
Neither Christianity nor Islam can logically endorse the other religion's distinctive claims
and practices without denying its own.
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Pretender ‘gods’ closer to home
Don’t make the mistake of thinking just because you claim to be a Christian you do not
worship a plethora of other ‘gods/idols’ alongside the Creator, Yahweh. Here in America,
we have many god’s that we worship. By ‘gods/idols’ I mean anything in our life that
commands more loyalty, dedication and devotion than the one true Living God. It may
not necessarily be the highest loyalty, but we give it our sincere and central devotion.
Some are hiding behind closed doors and others are out in the open.

KJV Dictionary Definition: idol
1. An image, form or representation, usually of a man or other animal, consecrated as
an object of worship; a pagan deity. Idols are usually statues or images, carved out of
wood or stone, or formed of metals, particularly silver or gold.
2. An image.
3. A person loved and honored to adoration.
4. Anything on which we set our affections; that to which we indulge an excessive
and sinful attachment.
Little children keep yourselves from idols. 1 John.5.
An idol is anything which usurps the place of God in the hearts of his
rational creatures.

What are a few of the American gods we worship?
Listed in no particular order, here are some of the gods worshiped:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Money/Riches
Our automobiles
Celebrities
Sports
Technology
Nature
Sex
Materialism/Consumerism
Social Media
Self
Government/national security
• Who do people often petition rather than God when they have big
problems? Who do people run to for protection? Who do people expect to
provide for their needs, give them good health, educate their kids, and
create jobs for them? The government. (see – 1 Samuel 8:6-8)
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Even so called ‘innocent’ past-times can take on the ‘god’ status if we are not careful. Most
don’t want to admit that they have allowed other gods to replace the One True Creator,
Yahweh.

There is only One true God and it is to Him only that we can put our trust and hope in.
He alone can and will answer our prayers. Consider the words of our Lord Jesus Christ:
•

I tell you, you can pray for anything, and if you believe that you’ve received it, it
will be yours. - Mark 11:24

•

You can pray for anything, and if you have faith, you will receive it. - Matthew
21:22

•

“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you
will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. - Matthew 7:7

•

I will answer them before they even call to me. While they are still talking about
their needs, I will go ahead and answer their prayers! - Isaiah 65:24

The moment we begin to pray:
•
•
•
•

The moment you began praying, a command was given. And now I am here to tell
you what it was, for you are very precious to God. - Daniel 9:23
I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me. He freed me from all my fears. - Psalm
34:4
In my desperation I prayed, and the Lord listened; he saved me from all my
troubles. - Psalm 34:6
In my distress I prayed to the Lord, and the Lord answered me and set me free. Psalm 118:5
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•
•

As soon as I pray, you answer me; you encourage me by giving me strength. Psalm 138:3
Then the priests and Levites stood and blessed the people, and God heard their
prayer from his holy dwelling in heaven. - 2 Chronicles 30:27

But Beware, God will not be mocked:
•

“O Israel, stay away from idols! I am the one who answers your prayers and cares
for you. - Hosea 14:8

•

The Lord detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but he delights in the prayers of the
upright. - Proverbs 15:8

•

The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayers of the righteous. Proverbs 15:29

•

God detests the prayers of a person who ignores the law. - Proverbs 28:9

•

When you lift up your hands in prayer, I will not look. Though you offer
many prayers, I will not listen, for your hands are covered with the blood of
innocent victims. - Isaiah 1:15

In this booklet, I have shared many scripture gems to answer the basic questions
regarding who, what, when, where, why and the how of prayer such as:
•

What the big deal about prayer is

•

Who we need to specifically include in our prayers

•

7 specific areas to remember when praying

•

We have discovered our attitudes matter

•

Prayer is the first thing we should do, not the last

•

It’s our attitude that matters

•

Scripture reveals the attitude that matters

•

The only god we can rely on when praying

God’s Word has been and always will be the absolute truth we can depend on! Likewise, it
is imperative that we realize that there is tremendous power in prayer! Don’t let the liar
and deceiver of the brethren, Satan, convince you otherwise. Therefore, we all need to
lift our voices and hands in surrender to the Lord who CAN AND WILL do something!
Everyone needs to be talking with God. He is longing for us to build a relationship with
Him. God promises to hear and respond to the prayers of his people when they pray in
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the name of His Son and according to his will. It only takes one submitted heart to move
God to work in a situation.

Then God spoke all these words:
2 “I am the Lord your God, who has brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery.
3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself any idol, or any likeness (form, manifestation) of what is in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth [as an object to worship].
5 You shall not worship them nor serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous (impassioned)
God [demanding what is rightfully and uniquely mine], visiting (avenging) the iniquity (sin, guilt)
of the fathers on the children [that is, calling the children to account for the sins of their fathers], to
the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,
6 but showing graciousness and steadfast lovingkindness to thousands [of generations] of those who
love Me and keep My commandments.
7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain [that is, irreverently, in false
affirmations or in ways that impugn the character of God]; for the Lord will not hold
guiltless nor leave unpunished the one who takes His name in vain [disregarding its reverence and
its power]. Exodus 20:2-7 AMP
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Rejoice and Be Encouraged!
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Addendum #1
A look at a few of the many Prayers in the Bible
God does not play the game of favorites. In fact, He hears all prayers but as we have seen
earlier in this study. However, it’s the humble that He responds to more readily. Below is
a table of various people in the bible who prayed to God and the outcome of their
requests.
This is not a complete list of all those whose prays are recorded in the Scriptures.
Shepherd and King, David, is not on the list. Psalms, and many other Old Testament
books are filled with his various prayers. Great idea for another study. I hope you will be
encouraged by reviewing the list and reaffirming to yourself that our God listens and
answers our prayers!

Who
Prayed?

Prayer Request

Outcome

Read
More:

Abraham

Abraham prayed to God for
King Abimelech

God healed Abimelech, his wife,
and his female servants.

Genesis 20:17

Abraham’s
servant

Abraham’s servant prayed for
God to reveal the wife for
Isaac.

And it happened, before he had
finished speaking, that behold,
Rebekah… came out with her
pitcher on her shoulder.

Genesis 24.1215

Isaac

Isaac pleaded with the Lord on
behalf of his wife, because she
was unable to have children.

The Lord answered Isaac’s
prayer, and Rebekah became
pregnant with twins.

Genesis
25:21

Leah

When Leah saw that she had
stopped bearing children…

God answered Leah’s prayers.
She became pregnant again…

Genesis
30

Rachel

Now when Rachel saw that she
bore Jacob no children…

Then God remembered Rachel’s
plight and answered her prayers
by enabling her to have children.

Genesis
30

Jacob

“O God of my father Abraham
and God of my father
Isaac...Deliver me, I pray, from
the hand of my brother, from
the hand of Esau;

Esau ran to meet him, and
embraced him, and fell on his
neck and kissed him, and they
wept.

Genesis 32:933:4
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Who
Prayed?

Prayer Request

Outcome

Read
More:

Moses

Moses answered, “As soon as I
leave you, I will pray to
the Lord…

…and tomorrow the swarms of
flies will disappear from you…

Exodus
8:29

Joshua

Joshua prayed to the Lord in
front of all the people of Israel.
He said, “Let the sun stand still
over Gibeon, and the moon
over the valley of Aijalon.”

So the sun stood still, And the
moon stopped, till the people had
revenge upon their enemies.

Joshua
10:12-14

Samson

Samson prayed, “Let me die
with the Philistines.”

And the temple crashed down on
the Philistine rulers and all the
people.

Judges
16:30

Manoah

“O my Lord, please let the
Man of God whom You sent
come to us again and teach us
what we shall do for the child
who will be born.”

And God listened to the voice of
Manoah, and the Angel of God
came to the woman again as she
was sitting in the field…

Judges
13.8-9

Hannah

And Hannah was in bitterness
of soul, and prayed to the Lord
and wept in anguish… but will
give Your maidservant a male
child, then I will give him to
the Lord all the days of his
life...

Elkanah knew Hannah his wife,
and the Lord remembered her.
So it came to pass in the process
of time that Hannah conceived
and bore a son, and called his
name Samuel, saying, “Because I
have asked for him from the
Lord.”

1Samuel 1:1020

Saul

Then Saul prayed, “O Lord,
God of Israel, please show us
who is guilty and who is
innocent.”

Then they cast sacred lots, and
Jonathan and Saul were chosen as
the guilty ones…

1Samuel 14:41

The man
of God

King Jeroboam cried out to the
man of God, “Please ask the
Lord your God to restore my
hand again!”

So the man of God prayed to the
Lord, and the king’s hand was
restored and he could move it
again.

1Kings
13:4-7

Elijah

Elijah cried out to the Lord
and said, “O Lord my God, I
pray, let this child’s soul come
back to him.”

Then the Lord heard the voice of
Elijah; and the soul of the child
came back to him, and he
revived.

1Kings
17:18-22
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Who
Prayed?

Prayer Request

Outcome

Read
More:

Elisha

When Elisha arrived, the
Shunammite woman's child
was indeed dead, lying there
on the prophet’s bed. He went
in alone and shut the door
behind him and prayed to
the Lord.

And he went up and lay on the
child, and put his mouth on his
mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and
his hands on his hands; and he
stretched himself out on the
child… then the child sneezed
seven times, and the child
opened his eyes.

2Kings
4:8-37

Jehoahaz

Then Jehoahaz prayed for
the Lord’s help,

The Lord heard his prayer, for he
could see how severely the king
of Aram was oppressing Israel.

2Kings
13:4

Hezekiah

Hezekiah prayed before the
Lord and said…Now, O Lord
our God, please, save us from
Sennacherib's hand so that all
the kingdoms of the earth may
know that You alone, O Lord,
are God.”

Then it came to pass that night,
that the angel of the Lord went
forth and struck down 185,000
[men] in the camp of the
Assyrians;...

2Kings
15-35

Jabez

“Oh, that you would bless me
and expand my territory!
Please be with me in all that I
do, and keep me from all
trouble and pain!”

God granted him his request.

1Chronicles
4:9-10

The armies of
Reuben, Gad,
and Manasseh

Cried out to God during the
battle…

He answered their prayer because
they trusted in him.

1Chronicles
5:18-20

Jehoshaphat

The Moabites, Ammonites,
together with some of the
Meunites, came to make war
against Jehoshaphat…
Jehoshaphat was terrified by
this news and begged the Lord
for guidance.

The Spirit of the Lord came upon
Jahaziel the son of
Zechariah…The Lord says this to
you: ‘Be not afraid or dismayed at
this great multitude, for the battle
is not yours, but God’s.

2Chronicles
20
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Who
Prayed?

Prayer Request

Outcome

Read
More:

Manasseh

But while in deep distress,
Manasseh sought the Lord his
God and sincerely humbled
himself before the God of his
ancestors. And when he
prayed…

The Lord listened to him and was
moved by his request. So
the Lord brought Manasseh back
to Jerusalem and to his kingdom.

2Chronicles
33:12-14

Isaiah

Prayed to the Lord for mercy
and pardon…

The Lord answers his prayers.

Isaiah
64-65

Ezra

We fasted and
earnestly prayed that our God
would take care of us…

And he heard our prayer.

Ezra
8.23

Nehemiah

When I heard this, I sat down
and wept… mourned, fasted,
and prayed to the God of
heaven. Then I said, “O Lord,
God of heaven…make Your
servant successful this day and
grant him compassion in the
sight of this man [the king].”

The king granted me what I
asked, for the good hand of my
God was upon me.

Nehemiah
1-2.8

Job

The Lord said to Eliphaz the
Temanite, “My wrath is
kindled against you… you have
not spoken of Me what is
right...My servant Job will pray
for you.

For I will accept him [and his
prayer] so that I may not deal
with you according to your foll …

Job
42:7-9

Jonah

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord
his God from inside the fish.

The Lord commanded the fish,
and it vomited Jonah up onto the
dry land.

Jonah
2:1-10

The angel of
the Lord

The angel of the Lord prayed
this prayer: “O Lord of
Heaven’s Armies, for 70 years
now you have been angry with
Jerusalem and the towns of
Judah. How long until you
again show mercy to them?”

The Lord answered the angel
who was speaking with me with
gracious and comforting words.

Zechariah
1:12-13
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Prayer Request

Who
Prayed?
Daniel

Outcome

It was the first year of the reign
of Darius the Mede… who
became king of the
Babylonians… I prayed to the
Lord my God...

Read
More:

Gabriel delivers God's answer…

Daniel
9

Addendum #2
The below information is from Table of Contents of Herbert Lockyer’s “All The Prayers Of The Bible”

Prayers Jesus Christ Prayed…
at His baptism

Luke 3: 21-22

after a crowded day

Luke 4:42; Mark 1:35

after a trying day

Mark 6:30-31

after success

Luke 10:21

on the mount

Luke 9:29

at a grave

John 11:41-42

when in anguish

John 12:27-28

in Gethsemane

for Laborers

Matt. 9:37-39

In gratitude to God

Luke 22:39-46
Matt 26:36-46
John 18:1
Matt. 11:25-27

from the cross

Luke 23:34-46

Prayer of the Great
High Priest for you
and me

John Ch. 17
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Prayers for specific needs
Accountability

Matt 26:26, 36-

Peace of Mind

Phil 4:6, 7, 19-23

46
Boldness of Witness

Acts 4:23-31

Perfectness

He. 13:20, 21

Christian Stability

1 Pe. 5:10, 11

Perception and Power

Eph 1:15-20

Comfort and Stability

When in Peril

Matt 8:23-27

Prayer of Faith

2 Thess 2:13, 16,
17
Matt 21:18-22

Protection

2 Thess. 3:1-5

Inner Fulness

Eph 3:13-21

Resigned Will

Matt 25:20, 22, 24

Joy

Phil 1:2-7

Satan’s Conquest

Rom 16:20, 24-27

Like-Mindedness

Rom 15:5,6, 30-

Wisdom

James 1:5-8, 17

Worthiness of Calling

2 Thess 1:3, 11, 12

33
Mercy and Favor

Heb 4:16

the Outworking of God’s

Heb 12:9, 12, 15

Will
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Addendum #3
A Prayer for Believers – Based on Paul’s Prayer in Ephesians 1:17-2:13
Abba,
You are the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory.
May you grant your followers a spirit of wisdom and of revelation that will give us a
deep, personal, and intimate insight into the true knowledge of You. For we know You,
Father through Jesus our Christ.
And I pray that the eyes of our hearts, the very center and core of our being may be
flooded with light by the Holy Spirit. So that we will know and cherish the hope of Your
divine guarantee with confident expectation to which You, Father God have called us.
May we Lord, understand the riches of the glorious inheritance that we have as Your
people. And the immeasurable, unlimited, and surpassing greatness of Your power in us
who believe.
It is this immeasurable, unlimited, and surpassing greatness of Your power we see in the
working of Your mighty strength which You produced in Christ when You raised Him
from the dead and seated Him at Your own right hand in the heavenly places.
We praise You Abba because Christ is seated far above all rule and authority. Far above
all principalities, power, might, and dominion be it angelic or human. Yes, Christ is far
above every name and title that can be conferred. Moreover, Christ is seated not only in
this age and world but also in the one to come. Therefore, all things in every realm are in
subjection under Christ’s feet.
Abba, I thank you that You also appointed Jesus our Christ as the supreme and
authoritative head over all things in the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him
who fills and completes all things in all of us who believe which are trusting, relying on
Him.
Thank You for making us alive when we were spiritually dead and separated from You
because of our transgressions and sins, in which we once walked. However, You our God,
being so rich in mercy, because of Your great and wonderful love with which You loved
us, even when we were spiritually dead and separated from You Lord, because of our
sins, made us alive together with Christ and have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. We have been saved from Your judgment. For this we Praise and exalt You. In
Jesus’s Name we bow our knees.
Amen
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Addendum #4
Website links
Chapter 1 - What’s the big deal about prayer?
•
•
•
•

A Prayer of encouragement for fellow believers
A Prayer for our Government
5 Ways to Pray for Your Pastor and leaders
Praying The Lord’s Prayer — Even for Your Enemies

Chapter 3 - Discovering the Scriptural Gems of Prayer
•

The Liar and Deceiver of the Brethren

Chapter 4 - Petitioning Prayer – it’s Your Attitude that Matters
•
•
•
•
•

The Five Types of Prayer
Learning to pray: Seven types of prayer
The 9 Types of Prayer In The Bible
10 Types of Prayers in the Bible - Bible Study Tools
15 Powerful Prayers from the Bible

Chapter 5 - Are You Praying to the Creator God or to a Pretender?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Learn Religions-gods in Buddhism
Learn Religions-Hindu deities
7 Shinto kami
Do Christian and Muslims Worship the same God
Concept of God in Islam and Christianity
What Are the Differences Between Judaism and Christianity?
Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies
The Liar and Deceiver of the Brethren
God’s Love and Faithfulness
Top 10 Things Americans Worship (And Shouldn’t)
The Top 7 Idols in America
The 8 Most Popular Idols In America
Why Does God hate Idolatry
10 Clues That Something Has Become an Idol
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