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Introduction
What is truth? Does it even exist and if it does, how do we find it? After all just because it’s true
for you doesn’t mean it’s true for me. Right? Who are you to tell me what truth is?
Have you ever hear anyone say this? Possibly you may be the one that does say this, or at least
think it. We live in a time period where truth is shunned and lies and deceptions are “normal”.
So normal in fact that we begin to believe that these lies are actually truth. It’s called
psychological conditioning. If you take a bit of the truth and add the lie twist to it, then repeat it
enough times people will begin to believe it. After a while reasonable people will forget the real
truth and accept the lie as truth.
The truth is, it’s spiritual warfare, and we must stand against it with the whole Armor of God.
Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand
firm against all strategies of the devil… Eph 6:10-11 and for we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood
enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark
world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places… Eph 6:12
In this study it is my desire to equip you with the Truth which only comes from God the creator
of things seen and unseen. My main focus here is what Jesus had to say throughout the New
Testament (Covenant), however I have not excluded the many Truths from the Old Testament
(Covenant).
This is not an exhaustive work to include all biblical answers to all questions, however within
the climate and times we live I wanted to “adjust your mirror” to point you in the right
direction on various topics we face today so that you can and will continue to search out real
truth in the Word of God.
I have read and researched many articles from various authors and included links to the articles
that I felt would help in understanding answers on some of the questions. I challenge you to do
your own research to verify what is in this study, starting with the Word of God. As a warning,
you cannot just pick a verse here and there from the Bible and assume that its meaning is clear
without reading it in context. Not all verses stand alone. That is how truth can become twisted
to sound like it means something else. Remember it’s Spiritual Warfare, and the deceiver is a
master at twisting the truth.
Why did I select the title Sapphires of Truth? Jonathan Cahn in his latest book titled “The Book
of Mysteries” explains that a Sapphire is a precious stone of deep blue color and the word links
back to the biblical Hebrew root word saphar. Saphar means to speak, tell or declare. God’s
Word is a spoken sapphire to us. More precious than any treasured jewel. The poorest person in
this world with the Word of God is richer than one who has the most money and possessions in
this life. Therefore I pray that you would accept this jewel of truth from God.
May the Lord bless you and protect you. May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord show you his favor and give you his peace…Num 6:24-26

Bonnie
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Section One - The Trinity

All Scripture is inspired by God
Is useful to teach us what is true
And to make us realize
What is wrong in our lives.
It corrects us when we are wrong
And teaches us to do what is right.
God uses it to prepare
And equip his people
To do every good work… 2 Tim 3:16-17
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Chapter 1 - Truths Concerning God the Father
What are the Will, Plan and Purposes of God?


For it is my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him should have eternal life…Jn



God’s purpose was that Jews who first trusted in Christ would bring praise and glory to God…Eph

6:40

1:12


For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all
time…Heb 10:10



God has now revealed to us his mysterious plan regarding Christ, a plan to fulfill his own good
pleasure. And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the
authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on earth…Eph 1:9-10



And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News share equally in the
riches inherited by God’s children…Eph 3:9

God is:


A devouring fire…Heb 12:29



Never tempted to do wrong…Jas 1:13



Father of all, who is over all, in all, and living
through all… Eph 4:5-6



Our merciful Father and the source of all
comfort… 2 Cor 1: 3



Faithful to do what he says…1 Cor 1:9



So rich in kindness and grace…Eph 1:7



Holy… 1 Pet 1:15



So rich in mercy … Eph 2:4



Light….1 Jn 1:5



Spirit …Jn 4:24



Not unjust …Heb 6:10



The Judge… Jas 4:12



Not a God of disorder but of peace…1 Cor 14:33



The One who made all things… Heb 2:10(ICB)

God Is To Be Feared
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But I’ll tell you whom to fear. Fear God, who has the power to kill you and then throw you into hell.
Yes, he’s the one to fear...Lk 12:5
Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by worshiping
him with holy fear and awe…Heb 12:28
The heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He will judge or reward you according to
what you do. So you must live in reverent fear of him during your time here as “temporary
residents.”…1 Pet 1:17
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Our Gracious God:


By his divine power, has given us everything we need for living a godly life…2 Pet 1:3



Can be trusted to keep his promise…Heb 10:3



Gave us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us…1 Jn 4:13



Hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him…1 Jn 5:14



In his kindness called you to share in his eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus…1 Pet 5:10



Loves you dearly because you love me (Jesus) and believe that I came from God…Jn 16:27



Blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation...Jas



Raised Christ from the dead and gave him great glory…1 Pet 1:21



Blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with
Christ...Eph 1:3
Bound himself with an oath, so that those who received the promise could be perfectly sure that he
would never change his mind…Heb 6:17
Did not give us a spirit that makes us afraid. He gave us a spirit of power and love and selfcontrol…2 Tim 1:7(ICB)




1:12



Is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave
our sins. He has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding…Eph 1:7-8



Isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake.
He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent…2 Pet 1:9



Loved us even before he made the world, and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his
eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus
Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure…Eph 1:4-5



Saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away
our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. Titus 3:4-5



Will provide rest for you who are being persecuted when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven…2 Thes
1:7

Some Things that God Hates/Detests:


Haughty eyes… Prov 6:16-19



A lying tongue… Prov 6:16-19



Lying lips … Prov 12:22



Heart that plots evil… Prov



Evil plans…



The proud… Prov 16:5

A person who sows discord
in a family… Prov 6:16-19



The use of dishonest scales…



People with crooked hearts
… Prov 6:16-19, Prov 11:20

The prayers of a person who
ignores the law… Prov 28:9
Hands that kill the
innocent… Prov 6:16-19



The sacrifice of the
wicked…Prov 15:8



The way of the wicked… Prov

Feet that race to do wrong…



6:16-19
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A false witness who pours
out lies… Prov 6:16-19

Prov 15:26

Prov 11:1



Prov 6:16-19


Those who love violence… Ps
11:5

15:9

Double standards of every
kind… Prov 20:10
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You must not worship the LORD your God the way the other nations worship their gods, for they
perform for their gods every detestable act that the LORD hates. They even burn their sons and
daughters as sacrifices to their gods… Deut 12:31
And never set up sacred pillars for worship, for the LORD your God hates them…Deut 16:22


See Appendix A for a list of the Blessings of God in the New Testament

Chapter 2 - Truths Concerning Jesus, the Son of God
Jesus Christ Is:
 The Word of life…1 Jn 1:1-2

 The exact likeness of God…2 Cor 4:4

 Faithful…2 Thes 3:3



 The unseen one who never dies… 1 Tim 1:17

 He alone is God… 1 Tim 1:17

 The one who is eternal life…1 Jn 1:1-2

 The perfect High Priest forever…Heb 7:8

The eternal King… 1 Tim 1:17



The one who is truly righteous… 1 Jn 2:1



The same yesterday, today, and forever…Heb 13:8



The only true God, and he is eternal life…1 Jn



The power of God and the wisdom of God…1 Cor

5:20

1:24



Now crowned with glory and honor because he
suffered death for us…Heb 2:9

 The first to rise from the dead, and the ruler of all
the kings of the world…Rev 1:5



The advocate who pleads our case before the
Father…. 1 Jn 2:1

 The one God and one Mediator who can reconcile
God and humanity ...1 Tim 2:5

 Our High Priest who sat down in the place of
honor beside the throne of the majestic God in
heaven…Heb 8:1

 Able, once and forever, to save those who come to
God through him. He lives forever to intercede
with God on their behalf…Heb 7:25

 God’s Son revealed by his baptism in water and
by shedding his blood on the cross… 1 Jn 5:6



The sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not
only our sins but the sins of all the world…1 Jn 2:2

 Our High Priest, who has been given a ministry that is far superior to the old priesthood, for he is the
one who mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based on better promises… Heb 8:6

Jesus is the “I AM”
Then the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I AM.
“…Mk 14:61-62
The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us.” Then Jesus told her, “I AM the Messiah!”…Jn 4:25-26
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Jesus ….
“I AM the bread of life“…Jn 6:5
Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I AM the light of the world“… Jn 8:2
Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM... Jn 8:58
I tell you the truth; “I AM the gate for the sheep “… Jn 10:7
“I AM the good shepherd“….Jn 10:14
“Why do you call it blasphemy when I say, ‘I AM the Son of God’“? …Jn 10:36
Jesus told her, “I AM the resurrection and the life…Jn 11:25
“I AM the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end, “says the Lord God.”…Rev 1:8
“I AM the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come—the Almighty One.”…Rev 1:8
“Don’t be afraid! I AM the First and the Last. “… Rev 1:17-18
“I AM the living one. “… Rev 1:17-18
“I died, but look—I AM alive forever and ever! “… Rev 1:17-18
“I AM both the source of David and the heir to his throne. “…Rev 22:16
“I AM the bright morning star“…Rev 22:16

Jesus’ Authority:


So Jesus told them, “My message is not my own; it comes from God who sent me”...Jn 7:16



Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth”…Mt 28:8



“I don’t speak on my own authority. The Father who sent me has commanded me what to say and
how to say it”…Jn 12:49



Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the place of honor next to God, and all the angels
and authorities and powers accept his authority…1 Jn 2:22



“No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it down
when I want to and also to take it up again. For this is what my Father has commanded.”…Jn 10:18

Jesus Came To:


For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”…Lk 19:10



Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the Law of Moses or the writings of
the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose…Mt 5:17



Then Jesus told him, “I entered this world to render judgment—to give sight to the blind and to show
those who think they see that they are blind…Jn 9:39
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I have come as a light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will no longer
remain in the dark…Jn 12:46



This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners…1 Tim 1:15



For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will. And
this is the will of God, that I should not lose even one of all those he has given me, but that I should
raise them up at the last day. For it is my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him
should have eternal life. I will raise them up at the last day…Jn 6:38-40

Jesus Loves us so Much…


Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and
blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the
devil, who had the power of death. Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as
slaves to the fear of dying…Heb 2: 14-15



Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers and sisters, so
that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a sacrifice that
would take away the sins of the people…Heb 2:17



Our High Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then Jesus sat
down in the place of honor at God’s right hand. There Jesus waits until his enemies are humbled and
made a footstool under his feet… Heb 10:12-13



Jesus gave himself for us; he died to free us from all evil. He died to make us pure people who belong
only to him…Titus 2:14 (ICB)



Jesus personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for
what is right…1 Pet 2:24



Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you
safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit…1 Pet 3:18

What will Jesus Do?


Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will
find rest for your souls…Mt 10:28-29



Everyone who acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will also acknowledge before my Father in
heaven. But everyone who denies me here on earth, I will also deny before my Father in heaven…Mt
10:32-33



For the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glory of his Father and will judge all people
according to their deeds…Mt 16:27



… For He will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. Then God will
give to each one whatever praise is due…1 Cor 4:5
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Christ will destroy all rulers, authorities, and powers. And he will give the kingdom to God the
Father. Christ must rule until God puts all enemies under Christ’s control…1 Cor 15:24-25



Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will kill him with the breath of his
mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming…2 Thes 2:8



But God said this about his Son: “God, your throne will last forever and ever. You will rule your
kingdom with fairness… Heb 1:8 (ICB)


See Appendix B to review Jesus Condemnation of some Teachers of Religious Law and some Pharisees

Chapter 3 - Truths Concerning the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the most misunderstood, in my estimation of the triune nature of the divine
God. Why? Possibly because of the lack of teaching concerning who He is. The Holy Spirit’s
attributes and activities are always those of God. The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal power
but a real person with His own personality. The Holy Spirit is involved in personal
relationships. The Holy Spirit equips and empowers believers so that the reign and reality of
God is revealed through them in the world. He is our Helper, Advocate, Adviser and so much
more. The Christian’s body is also holy because it is the place where God dwells by his
Spirit; The Holy Spirit is the seal of ownership marking those who belong to God.

The Holy Spirit …


He is present everywhere… Jn 14:17



He is in relationship with Christians… Acts 15:28



He has infinite power…Lk 1:35



The Spirit can be treated in personal ways …Acts 5:3



He is unique… 1 Cor 12:4



The Spirit is called “Lord” … 2 Cor 3:17



The Spirit is wise… Jn 14:26



The Spirit can experience emotion and pain …Eph 4:30



He is eternal… Jn 14:16



He knows all things …Jn 16:13-14



He is holy… Rom 1:4



He is in relationship with the Father and the Son …Mt
28:19

Jesus Sends the Holy Spirit
But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and not one of you is asking where I am going. But in
fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I
will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness,
and of the coming judgment…Jn 16:5:7-8
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The Holy Spirit is F.O.B. (For Believers Only)


And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you
believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long
ago…Eph 1:13



Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of Moses? Of
course not! You received the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ...Gal 3:2



I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you because you obey
the law? Of course not! It is because you believe the message you heard about Christ…Gal 3:5



Through Christ Jesus, God has blessed the Gentiles with the same blessing he promised to Abraham,
so that we who are believers might receive the promised Holy Spirit through faith…Gal 3:14

The Holy Spirit is God’s Guarantee


The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he promised and that he has
purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we would praise and glorify him…Eph 1:14



And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, he has identified you
as his own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption…Eph 4:30



But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those people, because
the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world…1 Jn 4:4

Guidance and Work of the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit gives guidance to groups and individuals facing challenges, decisions and
difficulties. Such guidance, however given, effectively specifies the will of God in situations of
choice within the biblically established guidelines of righteousness.

 He guides in prayer…Rom 8:26-27


He guides in Christian living… Rom 8:14

 He guides in ministry… Acts 16:6-7

 He guides through spiritual gifts… 1Cor 12:7-11


He guides into all knowledge of truth… Jn 16:13

 He guides in witness and evangelism… Mk 13:11

 He gives us full assurance …1 Thes 1:5
 He searches out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets…1 Cor 2:9
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Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own
understanding, or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they
spoke from God…2 Pet 1:20-21



And Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by his baptism in water and by shedding his blood on the
cross—not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit, who is truth, confirms it with his
testimony…1 Jn 5:6

Gifts of the Holy Spirit
But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control…Gal 5:22-23
A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.










To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice
To another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge
The same Spirit gives great faith to another
And to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing
He gives one person the power to perform miracles
And another the ability to prophesy
He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from
another spirit.
Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages
While another is given the ability to interpret what is being said

It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should
have…1 Cor 12:7-11

So I tell you, every sin and blasphemy can be forgiven—except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which
will never be forgiven. Anyone who speaks against the Son of Man can be forgiven, but anyone who
speaks against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven, either in this world or in the world to come…
Mt 12:31-32

“I tell you the truth, all sin and blasphemy can be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes the Holy Spirit
will never be forgiven. This is a sin with eternal consequences.”Mk 3:28-29
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Section Two - The Truth and Nothing but the Truth
In this section we will look at the truths spoken by God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son of God
and the Holy Spirit on various topics. Sometimes the truth is a hard pill to swallow and we try
to twist and turn it any way we can to make it fit into what we want it to say. Truth is truth.
The real truth, God’s truth when you live by it will set you free! God does not change, His word
does not change. So let’s look at a few topics. There are many truths in the Bible but for this little
book we are going to focus mainly on the New Covenant (Testament), but a few topics will
include scriptures from the Old Testament as well. I will focus on topics that seem to be more
“in our face “in the times in which we live.
Some topics will be controversial but remember that God the Creator of all gives us the truth to
follow for our own protection and welfare, both physically and most importantly spiritually.

In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,
And the Word was God.
He existed in the beginning with God.
God created everything through him,
And nothing was created
except through him.
The Word gave life to everything
that was created, and his life
brought light to everyone.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never extinguish it…
Jn 1:1-5
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Chapter 4 – The Truth about Creation…
Through Jesus, God Created Everything
Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme
over all creation, for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made
the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in
the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. He existed before anything else, and
he holds all creation together…. Col 1:15-17
In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He existed
in the beginning with God. God created everything through him and nothing was created except through
him…. Jn 1:1-3

Why Was Mankind Created and For What Purpose?
The question of why man exists has been discussed throughout the ages. King David asked
essentially the same thing: "When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers … what is man
that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?"… Ps 8:3-4.
The true answer to this age old question is clearly and simply stated in the pages of Scripture in
both the Old and New Testaments.


We were created in the image of God to reflect His glory.… I have made them for my glory. It
was I who created them…Isa 43:7



We were created for His pleasure…Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created… Rev 4:11(KJV)



We were made for fellowship/relationship with God and with others…Then the LORD God
said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just right for him.”…Gen 2:18
When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the LORD God walking
about in the garden… Then the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” …Gen 3:8-9



We were made to rule over and take care of His creation…Then God said, “Let us make
human beings in our image, to be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky,
the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth,[b] and the small animals that scurry along the
ground.”…Gen 1:26



…You gave them charge of everything you made, putting all things under their authority—the flocks
and the herds and all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, and everything that
swims the ocean currents… Ps 8:6-8
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We were made to Display His Wisdom…God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to
display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places….Eph 3: 10



Who are we?
A few things we are:
 Created in God's image…Gen 1:26-27
 Fearfully and marvelously made… Ps 139:14-15
 The apple of His eye… Ps 17:8
 God’s masterpiece… Eph 2:10
However we are not:
 What our emotions & feelings tell us (they are not always based on truth)
 What other people think about us (either good or bad)
 Our actions, history, or morals (Through Jesus we are renewed)
 Our families, relatives, or heritage (although a part of us, we are unique)
 Our ethnicity, culture, or nationality (although a part of us, we are God’s masterpiece)
 Our education, occupation, or politics (not Phd, post hole digger, party affiliation)
 Our abilities (what we can or cannot accomplish)
 Our physical build or appearance (tall, short, large, petite, skin/hair/eye color)

Perspective adjustment:
We see someone doing something evil and usually say “that is an evil person.”
God sees the same thing and states “(Name of person) is doing something evil.”
Do you see the difference? We degrade the person, God does not. The truth is, the person made
in His image is valuable, but unfortunately is doing something evil.

Angels


Don’t you realize that we will judge angels?...1 Cor 6:3



And furthermore, it is not angels who will control the future world ... Heb 2:5



All the angels are spirits who serve God and are sent to help those who will receive salvation…Heb 1:
14 (ICB)



Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have entertained angels
without realizing it! …Heb 13:2



Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the place of honor next to God, and all the angels
and authorities and powers accept his authority…1 Pet 3:22



For God did not spare even the angels who sinned. He threw them into hell, in gloomy pits of
darkness, where they are being held until the day of judgment…2 Pet 2:4
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Satan the Adversary
Satan is tricky. Satan’s character is deceitful, devious, and cunning and he seeks to influence
people for his own ends. Satan is depicted as the prince of this world, having power over
demons and over godless people. Satan opposes God’s righteousness’s, God’s purposes and
blasphemes God.
He works in this world through people and through those spiritual beings who acknowledge
his authority. His agents oppose God’s will and purposes. He is the polar opposite of
everything God is. Satan desires to be worshiped as god. He is, however, subject to God’s
sovereignty and therefore his power is limited and his rule temporary.
Let’s be clear, He hates your guts. He will do whatever it takes to draw you away from God. He
will promise you anything to reach his goal. He will try to deceive you. He also works
counterfeit miracles, misuses Scripture and blinds unbelievers. If you are a Christian he will
pull every trick to lure you away from God. He seeks to exploit any weakness you have in order
to deflect you from trusting and being obedient to God.
You must stand firm against him and not give him an opportunity to trick you. Satan’s
opposition to God’s work will not succeed. His authority is limited and his rule is
temporary. He cannot do more than God allows. He realizes that he will not win the war
against the Kingdom of God, but he will not give up until God casts him into the fiery lake of
burning sulfur, where he will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Be on Your Guard
… Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no wonder that his servants also disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness. …2 Cor 11:14-15
… Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone
to devour. ..1 Pet 5:8-9
Who is Satan?


He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies…Jn 8:44



Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are
unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. …2 Cor 4:4



You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the
powers in the unseen world…Eph 2:2-3



He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God…Eph 2:2-3
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A Glimpse into Satan’s Work


Then Satan entered into Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve disciples…Lk 22:3




[ Jesus said ] “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift each of you like wheat…Lk 22:31
Then Pet said, “Ananias, why have you let Satan fill your heart?...Acts 5:3



This dear woman, a daughter of Abraham, has been held in bondage by Satan for eighteen
years…Lk 13:16



[Paul said] to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger
from Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud…2 Cor 12:7



We wanted very much to come to you, and I, Paul, tried again and again, but Satan prevented
us…1 Thes 2:18



In the last times some will turn away from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and
teachings that come from demons…1 Tim 4:1



This great dragon—the ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the whole
world—was thrown down to the earth with all his angels…Rev 12:9
Demons know that Jesus is the Son of God



(Jesus) cast out many demons. But because the demons knew who he was, he did not allow them to
speak…Mk 1:34



The demons came out at his command, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But because they knew
he was the Messiah, he rebuked them and refused to let them speak…Lk 4:41
Believers can Stand Firm against Satan



Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil…Eph
6:11



Hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil…Eph 6:16



So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you…Jas 4:7
Satan will be Judged



The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet….Rom 16:20



The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out…Jn
12:31
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He seized the dragon—that old serpent, who is the devil, Satan—and bound him in chains for a
thousand years…Rev 20:2



Then the devil, who had deceived them, was thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulfur, joining the
beast and the false prophet. There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever…Rev 20:10

Chapter 5 - The Truth of Sexuality, Marriage and Divorce
There is no question that one of the hottest topics in this generation has to do with sexuality.
Instead of male/female gender questions on forms, I have seen questionnaires that add
transgender as a selection! Is sex before marriage ok? What if we are only living together? So
what does God have to say on these topics and others? Hold on to your seats you are about to
find out.

God’s Plan for Sexuality
After God created man and woman, He blessed them and told them to be fruitful and multiply
and fill the earth. It is God’s plan that men and women marry, be united together sexually and
become one flesh, so that they are no longer two, but one. Each spouse is instructed to fulfill the
other’s sexual needs, and not deprive one other—so that neither husband nor wife will fall into
sexual temptation. The marriage bed is intended to be kept pure: sexual activity outside of
marriage is strictly prohibited.
However since the 1960s it seems that each decade becomes more and more confused
concerning sexuality. With all the advertisements and movies pushing the limit on sexual
concepts, kissing on the first date is so 50’s. Now it’s sex on the first date, second date or
whenever the mood strikes. You would think that it has become an Olympic sport instead of a
loving, intimate relationship between a man and woman within the confines of a marriage
covenant. Our loving Father God sets boundaries for our protection. The Adversary says “did
God really say?” or “surley you misunderstood” or how about this overused lie… ”that was
meant for the Bible days. Things are different now.”
Sorry, but don’t fall for the Adversaries lies. God’s Word is just as relevant now as then. Truth is
truth. And below are scriptures that God has given us to guide and show us the truth.
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For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh….Gen 2:24



God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue
it.”…Gen 1:28
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The “Song of Solomon “in the bible celebrates the beauty of sex in a loving marital context. It
contains much delicate and intimate imagery that applies directly to married human lovers and
can also be applied to Jesus Christ and the church.


Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just right
for him.” So the Lord God formed from the ground all the wild animals and all the birds of the sky.
He brought them to the man to see what he would call them, and the man chose a name for each
one. He gave names to all the livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the wild animals. But still
there was no helper just right for him. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep.
While the man slept, the LORD God took out one of the man’s ribs and closed up the opening. Then
the LORD God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to the man… Gen 2:18-22



The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the
husband’s body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife…1 Cor 7:4
Marriage



“Haven’t you read the Scriptures?” Jesus replied. “They record that from the beginning ‘God made
them male and female.’” And he said, “‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is
joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.’… Mt 19:4-5



Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with
lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?... 2 Cor 6:14 (ESV)



Give honor to marriage, and remain faithful to one another in marriage. …Heb 13:4
Husbands And Wives Submit To One Another Out Of Reverence For Christ.

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. For wives, this means submit to your husband’s as to
the Lord. For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is the Savior of his
body, the church. As the church submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your husband’s in
everything. For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave up his life
for her to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. He did this to present her to
himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and
without fault. In the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies. For a
man who loves his wife actually shows love for himself. No one hates his own body but feeds and cares for
it, just as Christ cares for the church. And we are members of his body. As the Scriptures say, “A man
leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.”This is a great
mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the church are one. So again I say, each man must
love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband…Eph 5:21-33
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Divorce
Some Pharisees came and tried to trap Jesus with this question: “Should a man be allowed to divorce his
wife for just any reason?”
“Haven’t you read the Scriptures?” Jesus replied. “They record that from the beginning ‘God made them
male and female.’” And he said, “‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to
his wife, and the two are united into one. ‘Since they are no longer two but one, let no one split apart
what God has joined together.”
“Then why did Moses say in the law that a man could give his wife a written notice of divorce and send
her away?” they asked.
Jesus replied, “Moses permitted divorce only as a concession to your hard hearts, but it was not what
God had originally intended. And I tell you this; whoever divorces his wife and marries someone else
commits adultery—unless his wife has been unfaithful.”…Mt 19:3-9


But I say that a man, who divorces his wife, unless she has been unfaithful, causes her to commit
adultery. And anyone who marries a divorced woman also commits adultery…Mt 5:32



To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her husband
(but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband
should not divorce his wife…1 Cor 7:10-11 (ESV)



Now, I will speak to the rest of you, though I do not have a direct command from the Lord. If a fellow
believer has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to continue living with him, he must not
leave her. And if a believing woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to continue
living with her, she must not leave him. For the believing wife brings holiness to her marriage, and
the believing husband brings holiness to his marriage. Otherwise, your children would not be holy,
but now they are holy. (But if the husband or wife who isn’t a believer insists on leaving, let them go.
In such cases the believing husband or wife is no longer bound to the other, for God has called you to
live in peace.) Don’t you wives realize that your husband’s might be saved because of you? And
don’t you husbands realize that your wives might be saved because of you...1 Cor 7:1-16

Unmarried and Widows
So I say to those who aren’t married and to widows—it’s better to stay unmarried, just as I am. But if
they can’t control themselves, they should go ahead and marry. It’s better to marry than to burn with
lust…1 Cor 7:8

Sexual Immorality
1 Corinthians 6:18-20
18 Run

from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. For sexual immorality is a
sin against your own body. 19 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives
in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high
price. So you must honor God with your body.
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Consider the following:
Pagan idol worship often involved perverse and immoral sexual acts performed in the temple
of a false god. Therefore when we use our physical bodies for immoral purposes, we are
imitating pagan worship by profaning God’s holy temple with acts God calls detestable.
1 Corinthians 6:9-11
9 Don’t

you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves.
Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or
practice homosexuality, 10 or are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—
none of these will inherit the Kingdom of God. [Emphasis added]
When I reflect on the above scripture, it reminds me of reading
the ingredients on a food label. Usually the ingredients are
listed in order of ------------- a label on a can of vegetable soup
states the first ingredient is water, then that is the ingredient
that is predominate.

Sexual sin is listed first along with other sexual sins, then you get to thieves, greedy people etc.
Was that God’s intention? I do not know, but it is a nugget to think about.
When you take what God has given us to be a blessing and abuse that blessing, it’s like spitting
in His face. It’s rebellion and it’s demonic. Who are we to say to our Creator God, “Nope, I’m
not listening, you are too old fashioned. Times have changed. Everybody is doing it.”
So God:
24 abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and
degrading things with each other’s bodies. 25 They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they
worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal
praise! Amen. 26 That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the women turned
against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. 27 And the men, instead
of having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for each other. Men did shameful things
with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within themselves the penalty they deserved.
[Emphasis added]
Abuse is the use of people or things in ways they were not designed by God to be used. The
Bible calls this sin. Adultery, premarital sex, pornography, and homosexual relations are all
outside God’s design, which makes them, sin. It is impossible to maintain a relationship with
God when do not obey His instructions, which are given by Him for our benefit.
Hebrews 13:4
4 Give honor to marriage, and remain faithful to one another in marriage. God will surely judge people
who are immoral and those who commit adultery.
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Sexual immorality is wrong. And unless a person turns away from their sin and goes to God for
forgiveness, there will come a time of judgment from God. The blood of Jesus can cleanse us
when we repent {turn away from sin) and receive His forgiveness.
1 John 1:8-9
8 If

we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess
our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.
Romans 6:12-14
12 Do

not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let any part of your
body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were
dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the
glory of God. 14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law.
Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace.


But you can’t say that our bodies were made for sexual immorality. They were made for the Lord, and
the Lord cares about our bodies. And God will raise us from the dead by his power, just as he raised
our Lord from the dead. Don’t you realize that your bodies are actually parts of Christ? Should a man
take his body, which is part of Christ, and join it to a prostitute? Never! And don’t you realize that if
a man joins himself to a prostitute, he becomes one body with her? For the Scriptures say, “The two
are united into one.” But the person who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him. Run from sexual
sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against
your own body. Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you
and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price.
So you must honor God with your body…1 Cor 6:13-20



God’s will is for you to be holy, so stay away from all sexual sin. Then each of you will control his
own body and live in holiness and honor—not in lustful passion like the pagans who do not know
God and his ways. Never harm or cheat a fellow believer in this matter by violating his wife, for the
Lord avenges all such sins…1 Thes 4:3-6

So if you decide to not listen to God and do your own thing, what are some of the consequences
you may encounter? Sex before marriage can lead to pregnancy, abortion, sexually transmitted
diseases (STDs), and it can increase the risk of identity issues, depression, and broken
relationships. And ultimately there is always the possibility of even death.
I recommend the articles at the websites below for further insight and also a book from Josh
McDowell titled “Why Wait”
http://www.soencouragement.org/nosexbeforemarriage.htm
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/sexuality-true-love-waits-tlw-Top-ten-risks-of-having-sexbefore-marriage
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Adultery
Adultery is Sexual relations involving at least one partner who is married to someone else. Such
relations break the marriage covenant and are condemned in Scripture. It is a sexual sin. Jesus
Christ extended the understanding of adultery to even include inner lust.


“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone
who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart…Mt
5:28

Although it is God’s desire that sex occur exclusively within marriage, human beings have
difficulty adhering to this standard. Perhaps the most prominent sexual sin mentioned in the
Bible is that of adultery. In the Seventh Commandment, God proclaims: “You shall not commit
adultery"… Ex 20:14


God will surely judge people who are (sexually) immoral and those who commit adultery…Heb 13:4



Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? Can a man walk on hot coals
without his feet being scorched? So is he who sleeps with another man’s wife; no one who touches her
will go unpunished…Prov 6:27-29

Adultery is Seductive
I saw some naive young men and one in particular who lacked common sense. He was crossing the street
near the house of an immoral woman, strolling down the path by her house. It was at twilight, in the
evening as deep darkness fell.
The woman approached him, seductively dressed and sly of heart. She was the brash, rebellious type;
never content to stay at home. She is often in the streets and markets, soliciting at every corner. She threw
her arms around him and kissed him, and with a brazen look she said, “I’ve just made my peace offerings
and fulfilled my vows. You’re the one I was looking for! I came out to find you, and here you are!
My bed is spread with beautiful blankets, with colored sheets of Egyptian linen. I’ve perfumed my bed
with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. Come; let’s drink our fill of love until morning. Let’s enjoy each other’s
caresses, for my husband is not home. He’s away on a long trip. He has taken a wallet full of money with
him and won’t return until later this month.
So she seduced him with her pretty speech and enticed him with her flattery. He followed her at once, like
an ox going to the slaughter. He was like a stag caught in a trap, awaiting the arrow that would pierce its
heart. He was like a bird flying into a snare, little knowing it would cost him his life.
So listen to me, my sons, and pay attention to my words. Don’t let your hearts stray away toward her.
Don’t wander down her wayward path. For she has been the ruin of many; many men have been her
victims. Her house is the road to the grave. Her bedroom is the den of death…. Prov 7:7-27
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Adultery breaks the Marriage Covenant


She has abandoned her husband and ignores the covenant she made before God….. Prov 2:17



You cry out, “Why doesn’t the Lord accept my worship?” I’ll tell you why! Because
the Lord witnessed the vows you and your wife made when you were young. But you have been
unfaithful to her, though she remained your faithful partner, the wife of your marriage vows… Mal
2:14

The Consequences of Adultery


It destroys individuals:
o





But the man who commits adultery is an utter fool, for he destroys himself ... Prov 6:32-34

It was punishable by death under OT law:
o

“If a man commits adultery with his neighbor’s wife, both the man and the woman who have
committed adultery must be put to death…Lev 20:10

o

“If a man is discovered committing adultery, both he and the woman must die. In this way, you
will purge Israel of such evil… Deut 22:22

Adulterers face God’s judgment
o

Give honor to marriage, and remain faithful to one another in marriage. God will surely judge
people who are immoral and those who commit adultery… Heb 13:4

o

Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool
yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are
male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality… 1Cor 6:9

Living Together and Pre-Marital Sex
Is sex before marriage considered sexually immoral? According to the verse below “Yes” is the
clear answer.
1 Corinthians 7:2 Amplified Bible (AMP)
2 But

because of [the temptation to participate in] sexual immorality, let each man have his own wife, and
let each woman have her own husband.
This verse is essentially saying that, because people cannot control themselves and so many are
having immoral sex outside of marriage, people should get married. Then they can fulfill their
passions in a moral way. Since 1 Corinthians 7:2 clearly includes sex before marriage in the
definition of sexual immorality, all of the Bible verses that condemn sexual immorality as being
sinful also condemn sex before marriage as sinful.
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Hebrews 13:4 New Living Translation (NLT)
4 Give

honor to marriage, and remain faithful to one another in marriage. God will surely judge
people who are immoral and those who commit adultery.
The Amplified Bible expounds the meaning of the verse.
4 Marriage

is to be held in honor among all [that is, regarded as something of great value], and
the marriage bed undefiled [by immorality or by any sexual sin]; for God will judge the sexually
immoral and adulterous.
This verse draws a clear distinction between that which is pure and honorable—marriage—and
that which is sexually immoral—anything outside of marriage. Therefore living together
outside of marriage falls into this category, it is definitely sin. The Bible is clear and promotes
complete abstinence before marriage. Sex between a husband and his wife is the only form of
sexual relations of which God approves.

“What If We Are Just Roommates?”
You may think because you are “living together” as roommates and nothing more is going on
that it’s ok. On the surface it may seem so. But hormones are as unpredictable as the wind at
times. Why put yourselves in a possible situation that could ignite a fire storm? And have you
considered that while it may seem innocent enough, you are also opening the door to allow the
Adversary the opportunity to strike the match that ignites the fire storm.
If you proclaim to be a Christian you are hurting any testimony you may have of following
Christ as you proclaim falsely that it’s ok with God to live together before marriage. You are
also in danger of leading others down a similar path towards sin because of your example.
Romans 14:13
13 So

let’s stop condemning each other. Decide instead to live in such a way that you will not cause
another believer to stumble and fall.

Prostitution
In addition to adultery, the Scriptures specifically condemn having sex with a prostitute.
Prostitutes can be seductive and lure people into temptation and sin. If you have sex with a
prostitute, you become “one flesh” with the prostitute, just as husband and wife become one
flesh through the act of sexual union.


A prostitute is a dangerous trap; a promiscuous woman is as dangerous as falling into a narrow
well….Prov 23:27



Don’t you realize that your bodies are actually parts of Christ? Should a man take his body, which is
part of Christ, and join it to a prostitute? Never! And don’t you realize that if a man joins himself to
a prostitute, he becomes one body with her? For the Scriptures say, “The two are united into one.”
But the person who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him…1 Cor 6:16-17
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The Truth about Pornography
By far, the most searched for terms on the internet are related to pornography. Pornography is
rampant in the world today. Perhaps more than anything else, Satan has succeeded in twisting
and perverting sex. He has taken what is good and right (loving sex between a husband and
wife) and replaced it with lust, pornography, adultery, rape, and homosexuality. Pornography
can be the first step on a very slippery slope of ever-increasing wickedness and immorality.
The three main categories of sin are the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life.
1 John 2:16
16 For

the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in
our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world.
Pornography definitely causes us to lust after flesh, and it is undeniably a lust of the eyes. A
wonderful web site for more information is: http://www.covenanteyes.com

Pedophilia
There is no direct mention of “Thou shall not commit pedophilia” in the Bible. But, as we have
already seen previously this also is linked to sexual immorality that is against God’s ways.
Ephesians 5:3 Amplified Bible (AMP)
3 But

sexual immorality and all [moral] impurity [indecent, offensive behavior] or greed must not
even be hinted at among you, as is proper among saints [for as believers our way of life, whether in public
or in private, reflects the validity of our faith]. [Emphasis added]
New Living Translation (NLT) - Ephesians 5:3
3 ….

Such sins have no place among God’s people. [Emphasis added]

Complete Jewish Bible (CJB) - Ephesians 5:3
3…

these are utterly inappropriate for God’s holy people. [Emphasis added]

God’s Word makes it crystal clear.

Jesus loves children and even rebuked His disciples for trying to keep them away from Him.
Jesus even stated we needed to become like a child. I like how the Amplified Bible expounds this
idea.
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Matthew 18:1-14 Amplified Bible (AMP)
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 He
called a little child and set him before them, 3 and said, “I assure you and most solemnly say to you, unless
you repent [that is, change your inner self—your old way of thinking, live changed lives] and become like
children [trusting, humble, and forgiving], you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore,
whoever humbles himself like this child is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5 Whoever

receives and welcomes one child like this in My name receives Me; 6 but whoever causes one of
these little ones who believe in Me to stumble and sin [by leading him away from My teaching], it would
be better for him to have a heavy millstone [as large as one turned by a donkey] hung around his neck and
to be drowned in the depth of the sea….
10 “See

that you do not despise or think less of one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in
heaven [are in the presence of and] continually look upon the face of My Father who is in heaven. 11 [For
the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.]…
14 So

it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones be lost.

Related to this topic I need to bring up the problem of the human trafficking of our children.
Yes, it is not restricted to just other parts of the world. With the internet use of our children,
predators have access to your Childs bedroom and other private areas. Parents you must be
vigilant and protect your innocent children no matter how much they rant and rave. And also
look out for those children around you. I am recommending two websites for more information
so you can protect your child from sexually immoral predators.
For further information:
Opal Singleton - https://www.millionkids.org/
Three thousand children are trafficked throughout the world every day.
The name Million Kids says it all. According to UNICEF over one million kids are trafficked
worldwide each year.
Opal Singleton works with local law enforcement and concerned citizens, businesses, and
organizations to end human trafficking domestically. Locally, her millionkids.org serves on the
Riverside County Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force (RCAHT). They help activists and
communities develop effective anti-trafficking programs in their locales.
They educate and engage individuals, organizations and corporations about human trafficking.
Internationally, conduct programs and work with partners to serve rescued children and to
create prevention strategies. They provide local solutions while taking a global perspective on
the human trafficking problem.
Opal Singleton came out of retirement to volunteer to educate the public about child sex
trafficking as it has become a national phenomenon. Human trafficking (teen prostitution) is the
fastest growing crime in the U.S. and our teenagers are the target because of gangs and social
media, chat rooms and online gaming.
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www.thedemandproject.org is another site for valuable information. Founders Jason and
Kristin Weis’ mission is to direct efforts, resources and energy toward the eradication of sexual
exploitation, with an emphasis on the sexual exploitation of children. Whether they’re victims
of trafficking, forced prostitution, online enticement or child pornography—their mission is to
end all sex crimes by targeting the DEMAND side of sexual exploitation. (Demand = Predator)

Homosexuality
Homosexuality is defined as sexual relations between people of the same sex. The biblical
emphasis upon the loving union of male and female, as an integral part of God’s creation
ordinance, establishes the context against which the censure of homosexual practice is to be set.
Homosexuality (whether male or female) is also condemned by God as we have seen
previously in verses on sexual immorality. Such actions are referred to as “detestable” and the
people who engage in them as “wicked.” The apostle Paul states that men who commit such
indecent acts “received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.” Most importantly,
homosexual behavior, if willful and unrepentant, may seriously call into question one’s eternal
salvation.”
God does not create a person with homosexual desires. The Bible tells us that people become
homosexuals because of sin and ultimately because of their own choice. A person may be born
with a greater susceptibility to homosexuality, just as some people are born with a tendency to
violence and other sins. That does not excuse the person’s choosing to sin by giving in to sinful
desires. If a person is born with a greater susceptibility to anger/rage, does that make it right
for him to give into those desires? Of course not! The same is true with homosexuality.
God’s standards of holiness did not change with the coming of Jesus, because God does not
change. The New Testament is a continuing Rev of God’s interaction with humanity. God hated
idolatry in the Old Testament, and He still hates it in the New. What was immoral in the Old
Testament is still immoral in the New. The difference between the Old and New Testaments is
that the New Testament offers hope and restoration to those caught up in the sin
of homosexuality through the redeeming power of Jesus. It is the same hope that is offered to
anyone who chooses to accept it.

The New Testament says that Homosexuality is:
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A shameful desire
A wrongdoing
An abandonment of natural relations
A sexual immorality and perversion
Homosexuality carries a “due penalty
Contrary to the sound doctrine
Is listed among the sins that bar people from the kingdom of God

Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. ..Lev 18:22
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“If a man practices homosexuality, having sex with another man as with a woman, both men have
committed a detestable act. They must both be put to death, for they are guilty of a capital
offense…Lev 20:13



Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool
yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male
prostitutes, or practice homosexuality… 1 Cor 6:9



And don’t forget Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, which were filled with
immorality and every kind of sexual perversion. Those cities were destroyed by fire and serve as a
warning of the eternal fire of God’s judgment… Jude 1:7



For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God
made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have
no excuse for not knowing God. Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even
give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their
minds became dark and confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. And instead
of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and
birds and animals and reptiles.
So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did
vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. They traded the truth about God for a lie. So
they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of
eternal praise! Amen.
That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even the women turned against the
natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each other. And the men, instead of
having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for each other. Men did shameful
things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within themselves the penalty they
deserved. …Rom 1:20-27

Despite the attempts of some to downplay and to try to explain away these verses to justify a
person’s behavior, the Bible could not be clearer that homosexuality is a sin against God. The
good news is that homosexuality is not the unpardonable sin. It is forgivable just like greed,
theft, and murder are forgivable when we repent and turn to Jesus. This then leads up to the
next topic.

Same Sex Marriage
While the Bible does address homosexuality, it does not explicitly mention gay marriage /samesex marriage. It is clear, however, that the Bible condemns homosexuality as an immoral and
unnatural sin. Since both homosexual desires and actions are condemned in the Bible, it is clear
that homosexuals “marrying” is not God’s will, and would be, in fact, sinful.
A gay union is not a marriage in God’s eyes. Gay marriage/same-sex marriage is a perversion
of the institution of marriage and an offense to the God who created marriage. God ordained
marriage to be between a man and a woman for a lifetime. Biblically speaking, marriage is the
lifetime union of a man and a woman, primarily for the purpose of building a family and
providing a stable environment for that family. How can we ask God’s blessing on a union that
He declares to be unnatural?
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Transgender
On this topic the Adversary is doing everything he can to infiltrate the minds of those who are
not walking with God. This is causing the person to be deceived. Review the section in chapter
four concerning Satan the Adversary. In researching I came across excellent transcripts of an
interview with John Piper on this very subject. I am recommending that you visit his website to
read or listen to the interviews.
http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/is-sexual-identity-my-choice
http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/counsel-for-those-considering-transgender

Chapter 6 -The Sanctity of all Human Life
Human Life:


Proceeds from God
o Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life
into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person…Gen 2:7
o …and human hands can’t serve his needs—for he has no needs. He himself gives life and breath
to everything, and he satisfies every need…Acts 17:25



Is precious to God
o So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them…Gen 1:27
o But the LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the
ground! Now you are cursed and banished from the ground, which has swallowed your brother’s
blood…Gen 4:10-11



Is protected by God
o “When you build a new house, you must build a railing around the edge of its flat roof. That way
you will not be considered guilty of murder if someone falls from the roof….Deut 22:8
o This is what the LORD says: Be fair-minded and just. Do what is right! Help those who have been
robbed; rescue them from their oppressors. Quit your evil deeds! Do not mistreat foreigners,
orphans, and widows. Stop murdering the innocent...Jer 22:3



Death is by God’s appointment
o You have decided the length of our lives. You know how many months we will live, and we are
not given a minute longer…Job 14:5
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God prohibits unlawful taking of life
o You must not murder…Ex 20:13



God punishes unlawful taking of life
o If anyone takes a human life, that person’s life will also be taken by human hands. For God made
human beings in his own image…Gen 9:6
o However, if someone deliberately kills another person, then the slayer must be dragged even from
my altar and be put to death…Ex 21:14

Here are just a few interesting facts on how fearfully and wonderfully our bodies are made.
Human Ears
 The human ear can distinguish between hundreds of thousands of different sounds.
 The human ears can hear in the frequency of 1,000 to 50,000 hertz.
 Your ears never stop hearing, even when you sleep. Your brain just ignores incoming
sounds.
Human Nose
 Our nose is our personal air-conditioning system: it warms cold air, cools hot air and filters
impurities.
 Your nose can remember 50,000 different scents.
 You have no sense of smell when you're sleeping.
Human Brain
 80% of the brain is water.
 The human brain can read up to 1,000 words per minute.
 The human brain cell can hold 5 times as much information as any encyclopedia.
 When we touch something, we send a message to our brain at 124 mph.
Human Eyes
 The Human eye is the only multi-focus lens in the world which can adjust in 2 milliseconds.
 If the human eye was a digital camera it would have 576 megapixels.
 Our eyes can distinguish up to ten million color surfaces and take in more information than
the largest telescope known to man.
Blood and the Heart:
 Every day 440 gallons of blood flows through each kidney.
 Our blood is on a 60,000-mile journey per day.
 Your heart beats 100,000 times a day.
 Your heartbeat changes and mimics the music you listen to.
 The human heart creates enough pressure when it pumps blood, that it could squirt blood
30 feet.
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Human Skin
 A square inch of skin consists of 1300 nerve cells.
 Most of the dust underneath your bed is actually your own dead skin.
 Every minute 30,000 to 40,000 dead skin cells fall from our body.
 One square inch of human skin contains 625 sweat glands.
Human Organs:
 Your stomach manufactures a new lining every three days to avoid digesting itself.
 When you blush, your stomach lining also reddens.
 The human liver performs 500 different functions.
 The gastric acid in your stomach is so powerful that it is able to eat away an iron table in
about 5 minutes.
 The human tongue has 10,000 taste buds.
Body Fat
 An average human body contains enough amount of fat to make seven bars of soap.
 During your lifetime, you'll eat about 60,000 pounds of food, that's the weight of about 6
elephants!
 Fidgeting can burn about 350 calories a day.
Human Hair
 In a lifetime, a human being will grow around six feet of nose hair.
 Beards are the fastest growing hairs on the human body. If the average man never trimmed
his beard, it would grow to nearly 30 feet long in his lifetime.
 On an average a person’s head has 100,000 to 150,000 hairs.
 Every day the average person loses 60-100 strands of hair.
 Healthy human hair emits sound.
Miscellaneous
 The average person expels flatulence 14 times each day.
 Laughing and coughing creates more pressure on the spine than walking or standing.
 Like fingerprints, every person has a unique tongue print.
 A pair of feet have 500,000 sweat glands and can produce more than a pint of sweat a day.
 The amount of carbon in the human body is enough to fill about 9,000 'lead' pencils.
 The average person produces enough saliva in their lifetime to fill 2 swimming pools.
 Inside your belly button are thousands of bacteria that form an ecosystem the size of an
entire rainforest.
 Over 90% of diseases are caused or complicated by stress.

Children are Planned by God


Then one of them said, “I will return to you about this time next year, and your wife, Sarah, will have
a son!”…Gen 18:10



The angel of the Lord appeared to Manoah’s wife and said, “Even though you have been unable to have
children, you will soon become pregnant and give birth to a son… Judg 13:3-4

33

Sapphires of Truth in a World Full Of Deception

2017



“Next year at this time you will be holding a son in your arms!” “No, my lord!” she cried. “O man of
God, don’t deceive me and get my hopes up like that.” But sure enough, the woman soon became
pregnant. And at that time the following year she had a son, just as Elisha had said…2 Kgs 4:16-17



But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will
give you a son, and you are to name him John… Lk 1:13



“Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. … Lk 1:30-31
Children Are Precious and To Be Treasured


Children are a gift from the LORD; they are a reward from him. Children born to a young man are like
arrows in a warrior’s hands….Ps 127:3-4



Then Esau looked at the women and children and asked, “Who are these people with you?” “These
are the children God has graciously given to me, your servant,” Jacob replied…Gen 33:5



Joseph told him, “These are the sons God has given me here in Egypt.”And Jacob said, “Bring them
closer to me, so I can bless them.”… Gen 48:9



He gives the childless woman a family, making her a happy mother. Praise the LORD...Ps 113:9



Your wife will be like a fruitful grapevine, flourishing within your home. Your children will be like
vigorous young olive trees as they sit around your table. That is the LORD’s blessing
for those who fear him…Ps 128:3-4



Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to
those who are like these children.”…Mt 19:14

Raising Children
God created the family. His design was for a man and a woman to marry for life and raise
children to know and honor Him. Adoption is also God’s idea, and He models this in His
adoption of us as His children.



So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit
when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”… Rom 8:15
God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus
Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure… Eph 1:5

Regardless of the means by which they enter a family, children are a gift from God and He cares
about how they are raised.



Come, my children, and listen to me, and I will teach you to fear the LORD…Ps 34:11
Don’t fail to discipline your children. The rod of punishment won’t kill them. Physical discipline may
well save them from death… Prov 23:13–14

When God gives us gifts, He also gives clear instructions about their use. When God led the
Israelites out of bondage, He commanded them to teach their children all He had done for them.
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And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you
today. Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and
when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up…Deut 6:6–7

He desired that the generations to come would continue to uphold all His commands. When
one generation fails to instill God’s laws in the next, a society quickly declines. Parents have not
only a responsibility to their children, but an assignment from God to impart His values and
truth into their lives. Several places in Scripture give specific instructions to parents about how
to raise their children.


Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, bring them up
with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord… Eph 6:4

There are several ways parents might provoke their children to anger. Some parents set
impossible standards so that a child despairs of ever achieving them. Some parents tease,
ridicule, or humiliate their children as a means of punishment, which does nothing but provoke
them to anger. Inconsistency can also provoke to anger as a child is never sure about the
consequences of his actions. Hypocrisy provokes children to anger when parents require
behavior from children that the parents are not choosing for themselves.
To “bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” means that parents should
train their children the way God trains us.
As a Father, God is:










Slow to anger… Num 14:18; Ps 145:8
Patient…Ps 86:15
Forgiving…Dan 9:9
His discipline is designed to bring us to repentance…Heb 12:6–11
His instruction is found in His Word …Jn 17:17; Ps 119:97
He desires that parents fill their homes with His truth…Deut 6:67
He also disciplines His children…Prov 3:11; Heb 12:5
And expects earthly parents to do the same…Prov 23:13

“Blessed is the one you discipline, LORD, the one you teach from your law.”… Ps 94:12
The word discipline comes from the root word disciple. To discipline someone means to make a
disciple of him. God’s discipline is designed to “conform us to the image of Christ”
For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be
the firstborn among many brothers and sisters…Rom 8:29
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Parents can make disciples of their children by instilling values and life lessons they have
learned. As parents practice godly living and make Spirit-controlled decisions, they can
encourage their children to follow their example. Gal 5:16, 25





Proper, consistent discipline brings a “harvest of righteousness”…Heb 12:11
Failure to discipline results in dishonor for both parent and child…Prov 10:1
The one who ignores discipline “despises himself.” … Prov 15:32
The Lord brought judgment upon Eli the priest because he allowed his sons to dishonor
the Lord and “failed to restrain them”… 1 Sam 3:13

Children are a “heritage from the Lord”. He places them in families and gives parents guidance
in how they are to be raised. The goal of good parenting is to produce wise children who know
and honor God with their lives.
shows the end result of raising children according to God’s plan:
“The father of godly children has cause for joy. What a pleasure to have children who are wise”.
Prov 23:24

Baby Development Facts - (PROLIFE Across AMERICA)
A new individual receives 23 chromosomes from each parent. He or she is truly a unique
individual human being, never to be repeated. A new person has been created, who at this stage
is a tiny living organism weighing only 15 ten-millionth of a gram. Life begins.
1 day to 7 weeks
First day of new life: The first cell divides into two, the two into four, and so on. Each of these
new cells divides again and again as they travel toward the womb in search of a protected place
to grow.
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18 days from conception, heart begins to beat, with the baby’s own blood.
28 days from conception a baby has eyes, ears, and even a tongue! Muscles are developing
along the future spine. Arms and legs are budding.
30 days: Child has grown 10,000 times to 1/4”) long. Brain has human proportions. Blood
flows in veins.
42 days: Skeleton is formed. Brain coordinates movement of muscles and organs. Reflex
responses have begun. Brain waves can be detected, the jaw forms, including teeth and taste
buds. The unborn baby begins to swallow amniotic fluid. Fingers and toes are developing.
45 days from conception: The unborn baby is making body movements, a full 12 weeks
before the mother may notice such stirrings. By seven weeks the chest and abdomen are
fully formed. Swimming with a natural swimmer’s stroke in the amniotic fluid, the baby
now looks like a miniature human infant.
44-45 days: Buds of milk teeth appear, and the unborn baby’s facial muscles develop.
Eyelids begin to form, protecting the developing eyes. Elbows take shape. Internal organs
are present, but immature. 99% of muscles are present, each with its own nerve supply.
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52 days: Spontaneous movement begins. The unborn baby then develops a whole collection
of moves over the next 4 weeks including hiccupping, frowning, squinting, furrowing the
brow, pursing the lips, moving individual arms and legs, head turning, touching his/her
face, breathing without air), stretching, opening the mouth, yawning and sucking.

8 – 11 Weeks
 8 Weeks: Now a small-scale baby, at approximately 1 1/8”) and weighing a gram 1/30gth
oz.), yet well proportioned. Every organ is present. Baby’s heartbeat is steady. Stomach
produces digestive juices. Liver makes blood cells. Kidneys begin to function. Taste buds are
forming.
 8 ½ Weeks: The unborn baby’s fingerprints are being engraved. Eyelids and palms of hands
are sensitive to touch.
 8- 8 ½ Weeks: Of the 4500 structures in the adult body, 4000 are now present in the unborn
baby. The skeleton of the arms and legs and the spine begins to stiffen as bone cells are
added.
 9 Weeks from conception: The unborn baby will bend fingers around an object placed in
his/her palm. Unique fingerprints appear. Thumb sucking may occur.
 10 Weeks: The unborn baby’s body is sensitive to touch. He/she squints, swallows puckers
up brow and frowns. Eyelids, fingerprints and even fingernails are evident.
 11 Weeks: The unborn now “practices” breathing, since he/she will have to breathe air
immediately after birth. Baby urinates, and stomach muscles can now contract. Vocal chords
and taste buds form. Facial expressions and even smiles are evident.
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12-17 Weeks
12 Weeks: Though too small to be felt by the mother, the baby reaches peak frequency of
movement during the third month. The baby’s sex can be visually determined, and the
child’s eyes, ears and face begin to display distinctive characteristics. He/she can kick, turn
feet, curl and fan toes, make a fist, move thumbs, bend wrists, turn head, open mouth and
press lips tightly together.
12 Weeks: The unborn baby is now about 3 inches long, weighing approximately 2 ounces.
Fine hair begins to grow on his/her upper lip, chin and eyebrows. The baby swallows and
responds to skin stimulations.
13 Weeks: The unborn baby is about 3 inches long, weighing approximately 3 ounces.
His/her facial expressions may resemble the parents. The baby is active, but baby is too
small for mother to feel anything.
14 Weeks from conception: At this age, the heart pumps several quarts of blood through the
body every day. The unborn baby’s eyebrows have formed and eye movement can be
detected.
15 Weeks: In the growth development of the unborn baby, a wild production of nerve cells
begins and continues for a month. A second surge will occur at 25 weeks. By now the baby
also has an adult’s taste buds.
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4 Months: The unborn baby is now only 5 ½ inches long, weighing approximately 5 ounces.
He/she is actively moving about inside the safety of the womb. The baby turns, kicks and
even somersaults – some of which can now be felt by the mother.
4 Months: Bone marrow is now beginning to form and the unborn baby’s heart is pumping
25 quarts of blood a day.

18-19 Weeks
 4 1/2 Months from conception: Still very small less than 8 inches in length), the baby can
have dream REM) sleep. Nostrils and toenails become visible.
 4 1/2 Months: The unborn baby’s ears are functioning by the end of the 4th month
and he/she hears the mother’s heartbeat, as well as external noises like music. The baby is
also able to experience pain. Life-saving surgery has been successfully performed on babies
at this age.
 18-20 Weeks: The baby has grown in size approximately 7 ½ inches long and 14 ounces in
weight. His/her movements can now be felt by the mother, including the baby’s hiccups.
20 – 26 Weeks
 5 Months: Each side of the brain now has a billion nerve cells. If a sound is especially loud,
the unborn baby may jump in reaction to it. Thumb-sucking has been observed during the
5th month.
 5-6 Months: The unborn baby practices breathing by inhaling amniotic fluid into its
developing lungs. The baby will increase seven times in weight and nearly double in height.
 6 Months from conception: Fine hair grows on eyebrows and head. Eyelash fringe appears.
The unborn baby’s weight is about 640g 22 oz.), height 23cm 9”). Babies born at this age
have survived.
27-32 Weeks
 25-28 Weeks from conception: The unborn baby can recognize his/her mother’s voice. The
baby is using four of the five senses vision, hearing, taste, and touch), opens and closes his
eyes, and knows the difference between waking and sleeping, and can relate to the moods
of the mother.
 8 Months: The unborn baby’s skin becomes pink and smooth. The pupils of the eye respond
to light.
 8 Months: The unborn baby’s weight increases by 1 kg. over two pounds) and his/her
living quarters inside the mother’s womb are becoming cramped.
 8 Months: The unborn baby’s fingernails reach to the tip of the finger. The skin begins to
thicken, with a layer of fat stored underneath for insulation and nourishment.
 8 Months from conception: The unborn baby swallows a gallon of amniotic fluid each day
and often hiccups. Though movement is limited, due to the cramped quarters the baby’s
kicks are stronger, and mother may be able to feel an elbow or heel against her abdomen.
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33+ Weeks
 9 Months (33-40 Weeks) from conception: The baby gains about one-half pound per week as
she/he prepares for birth. The bones in the child’s head are soft and flexible to more easily
mold for the journey down the birth canal.



9 Months (33-40Weeks): The unborn baby triggers labor and birth occurs, an average of 264270 days after conception. Of the 45 generations of cell divisions before adulthood, 41 have
already taken place. Only four more come before adolescence. Ninety percent of a person’s
development happens in the womb.

Child Development Facts - (RandomHistory.com)

















Infant educational television does not promote intellectual development, because infants
respond to things that respond to them. Playing with a baby is far more valuable than even
the most expensive system of videos.
Multiple studies have shown that infant TV watching is correlated with poor language
development. Two or more hours per day of screen time before the first birthday is
associated with a six-fold increase in language delay.
Parents typically respond to 50%–60% of a baby’s vocalization. However, language
development could be sped up if parents responded to a baby’s vocalization 80% of the
time. Beyond that, learning declines.
Babies whose parents talk to them frequently know 300 more words by age 2 than babies
whose parents rarely speak to them.
Parents who are more sensitive to their infants’ needs and respond quickly to emotional
cues tend to raise children who are better at regulating their own emotions
The first five—and especially the first three years—of a child’s life are the most important.
They shape the brain’s organization, development, and functioning throughout life.
Children who watch more than three hours of television, videos, or DVDs a day have a
higher chance of conduct problems, emotional symptoms, and relationship problems by the
time they are 7 than children who do not.
A child’s sense of privacy usually begins around 8–9 years old.
Children who spend more time outdoors are less likely to become myopic. One study found
that two hours per day of outdoor activity reduces the risk of myopia by about a factor of
four compared with less than one hour per day.
Playing is the most effective way for children to learn life skills and find out what they like.
Reading aloud to children helps to stimulate brain development.

Abortion
Along with sexuality issues, various opinions on abortion abound and are another touchy
subject. As we have seen previously, God gives us children as a blessing. God knew us, before
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we were formed and had a plan established for our lives. So let’s take a look to see what the
truth is.
The pro-life position has been characterized by opponents as lacking in rational arguments and
relying solely on religious ideology. At www.godandscience.org you will find powerful prolife arguments based upon secular, medical, legal and scientific facts. However, since the site
is Christian in nature, they refute any attempt to reinterpret the Bible's strong stance against
abortion or to minimize its declaration of the sanctity of human life.


See Appendix D for links to other articles on Abortion

“I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you apart …Jer 1:5
For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. They are plans for good and not for disaster,
to give you a future and a hope … Jer 29:11

The Bible and Abortion: The Biblical Basis for a Prolife Position
(Godandscience.org - Richard Deem)
The Bible declares that God values all human life and that He wants all people to come to
repentance to inherit eternal life. The Bible explains that the entire life of a human - from the
beginning to its natural end - is sacred, since God determines the length of those days.
Many Christians believe that the Bible is silent in regard to God's view on life before birth.
Although the Bible does not specifically define when life begins, it does give us enough
information to formulate a solid biblical position.
Jesus demonstrated the love of God for children often during His ministry. In one passage,
Jesus took a child to him and sat with him. He said, "See that you do not despise one of these little
ones, for I say to you, that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My Father who is in
heaven" …Mt 18:10
Jesus tells us not to despise or look down upon the least powerful and significant (by human
standards) of humans.
It is ironic that the most helpless humans are those inside the womb. Of all the risks that we
must face in our lives, the most dangerous place we can be is in the womb, since fully one
fourth of all human babies are aborted in this nation - over one million every year. Greater than
90% of all abortions are done for non-medical reasons.
Old Testament Law
The Old Testament provides most of the information on God's view of life before birth, since it
gives us the law. The law specifically addresses the issue of taking the life of a fetus in the book
of Exodus:
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"And if men struggle with each other and strike a woman with child so that she has a miscarriage, yet
there is no further injury, he shall surely be fined as the woman's husband may demand of him; and he
shall pay as the judges decide. But if there is any further injury, then you shall appoint as a penalty life
for life."…Ex 21:22-23
Therefore, the law tells us that a man who induces an abortion or miscarriage is to be punished,
indicating that God values life before birth. Likewise, God expressed His disgust for the
Ammonites, who "ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead". (Amos 1:13)
Human life begins in the Womb
The Bible tells us God is involved in our creation from the womb:
You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb.
Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.
You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the
womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was
laid out before a single day had passed… Ps 139:13-16

Child Sacrifice Is Opposed By God


The people of Judah have sinned before my very eyes,” says the Lord. “They have set up their
abominable idols right in the Temple that bears my name, defiling it. They have built pagan shrines
at Topheth, the garbage dump in the valley of Ben-Hinnom, and there they burn their sons and
daughters in the fire. I have never commanded such a horrible deed; it never even crossed my mind to
command such a thing... Jer 7:30-31



They have built pagan shrines to Baal, and there they burn their sons as sacrifices to Baal. I have
never commanded such a horrible deed; it never even crossed my mind to command such a thing...

Jer

19:5



“Then you took your sons and daughters—the children you had borne to me—and sacrificed them to
your gods. Was your prostitution not enough? Must you also slaughter my children by sacrificing
them to idols...Ezek 16:20-21

Warnings against Murder of Children


“When you help the Hebrew women as they give birth, watch as they deliver. If the baby is a boy, kill
him; if it is a girl, let her live.” But because the midwives feared God, they refused to obey the king’s
orders. They allowed the boys to live, too… Ex 1:16-17



This king exploited our people and oppressed them, forcing parents to abandon their newborn babies
so they would die… Acts 7:19
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Prenatal Life Is Fully Human






For God created both me and my servants. He created us both in the womb… Job 31:15
Yet you brought me safely from my mother’s womb and led me to trust you at my mother’s
breast…Ps 22:9
“Listen to me, descendants of Jacob, all you who remain in Israel. I have cared for you since you were
born. Yes, I carried you before you were born. I will be your God throughout your lifetime—until
your hair is white with age I made you, and I will care for you. I will carry you along and save
you…Is 46:3-4
Listen to me, all you in distant lands! Pay attention, you who are far away! The Lord called me before
my birth; from within the womb he called me by name… Is 49:1

The Elderly
There is a common belief that we gradually become less useful as we grow older, that this
world is made for the young. Perhaps that is so. But we are not of this world. When we live our
lives for God, our journey here does not end until we take our final breath. Noah, Moses,
Abraham-some of our greatest biblical examples-all went on some of their greatest adventures
at a time when most would be settling into retirement. Should you be finding yourself feeling a
little bit forgotten, overlooked, unappreciated…take care to remember that God will use you at
any age, and any stage. There is no age limit to the way He works, and His is a love that never
grows old.

The Bible and the Elderly
As the devaluation of human life in Western culture continues to accelerate, and American
states debate and even approve the legalization of euthanasia, Christians need to grapple with
the responsibilities involved in a serious pro-life ethic. One such responsibility concerns our
obligation to demonstrate Christian love to the elderly.
Did you know?
 Some 20 percent of all people who have ever lived past age 65 are alive now!
 In 1860, half the population of the United States was under age 20, and the vast majority
of the population was not expected to live to age 65.
 In 1940, just 7 percent of those aged 65 would survive to age 90; by 2050, the number will
climb to an astonishing 42 percent!
 In just 30 years, the number of people in the United States over 65 will more than double
to reach 70 million people! Such growth means that nearly 1 in 5 Americans will fit this
category, up from 1 in 100 in 1900.
The Bible is consistent and clear in its message about those who are least able to fend for
themselves. Similarly, God reserves special wrath for people who would take advantage of
either the blind or deaf, making their well-being a matter of justice (Exod. 19:14–15: Deut. 27:18–
19); that is, we owe justice to the widow, orphan, and those who may be disadvantaged in our
society. Since it is clear from even the most cursory reading of the Scriptures that God desires
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justice for all people, His special mention of it in this context is evidently a warning to those
who would take advantage of the weakest members in our society — those least likely to stand
up for themselves.
Clearly, the elderly as a group would fit into this category. It is true that in recent years, various
lobbying groups have served both to increase elderly visibility and to provide much-needed
political clout. Nonetheless, decreasing physical vigor and steady or declining income mean
that the elderly will likely continue to be a vulnerable population.
“Honor your father and mother.” This is the first commandment with a promise…Eph 6:2
The justice that God requires for our treatment of the elderly ripens into love as we look at how
the New Testament deals with our treatment of our parents. Paul’s reiterating of the
commandment to honor our parents is linked with the apostle’s observation that “this is the
first commandment with a promise.” This is not cast in some sort of utilitarian context that we
honor them in order to receive something, but it is a positive command indicating that blessings
often accompany proper behavior.
Honoring parents is so important to Paul that, (like James regarding widows and orphans), he
says But those who won’t care for their relatives, especially those in their own household, have denied the
true faith. Such people are worse than unbelievers…1 Tim 5:8
We should not be surprised at his severity. Jesus had already said that all the commandments
could be summarized into two — loving God with all of one’s heart, soul, and mind and loving
one’s neighbor as oneself (Mk 12:28–31; Lk 10:27–28). If this neighbor-love (agape) is to be
shown even to strangers as demonstrated by the parable of the Good Samaritan, how much
more should it be a consistent demonstration to those who have nurtured us all our lives?


“Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the Lord your God is
giving you…Ex 20:12



Never speak harshly to an older man, but appeal to him respectfully as you would to your own
father… Treat older women as you would your mother… 1 Tim 5:1-2



Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next
generation, your might to all who are to come… Ps 71:18





Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the
LORD…Lev 19:32
Do not cast me away when I am old; do not forsake me when my strength is gone… Ps 71:9



Is not wisdom found among the aged? Does not long life bring understanding…Job 12:12



The glory of young men is their strength, gray hair the splendor of the old… Prov20:29



Listen to your father who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old…Prov23:22
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Chapter 7 – Sin and Worldliness
When once asked, ‘What is the definition of sin?’ Billy Graham gave the following answer:
A sin is any thought or action that falls short of God’s will. God is perfect, and anything we do
that falls short of His perfection is sin.
Even when we aren’t aware of it, we commit sin by the things we do (or fail to do), or by the
way we think. This is why we need Christ, for only He can forgive us all our sins and only He
can help us live the way we should.

The Occult
Definition of the Term Occult:
Anything that involves dealings with the world of spirits which are not oriented on Jesus as he
is revealed in the Bible is occultism. This can include everything from the most blatant Satan
worship to the most commonly accepted use of horoscopes. As examples I would mention
séances, necromancy, and all forms of communicating with the dead, PSI, ESP, real magic (as
opposed to simple sleight-of-hand tricks), fortune telling, the casting of spells, wearing of
charms, the use of ouija boards, astrology, etc.

Scripture Condemns the Occult
The Word of God clearly bans the occult from the life of his people. “When you enter the land
the Lord your God is giving you, be very careful not to imitate the detestable [abomination] customs of
the nations living there. For example, never sacrifice your son or daughter as a burnt offering. And do
not let your people practice fortune-telling, or use sorcery, or interpret omens, or engage in witchcraft, or
cast spells, or function as mediums or psychics, or call forth the spirits of the dead. Anyone who does these
things is detestable [abomination] to the Lord. It is because the other nations have done these detestable
[abomination] things that the Lord your God will drive them out ahead of you. … Deut 18:9–12
God regards the activities as abomination (detestable). It is a very strong word. Second the
persons who do such things are an abomination to the Lord. Not merely the activity but also the
persons become abominable in God's eyes. We need to ask ourselves whether some seemingly
innocent activity we are engaged in may be an abomination in the eyes of God.
In the New Testament we find nothing to change this divine rejection of the occult. On the
contrary the rejection is confirmed. For example, in Acts 19:18 the results of Paul's evangelistic
endeavor in Ephesus is described like this: Many of those who were now believers came confessing
and divulging their practices. And a number of those who practiced magic arts brought their books
together and burned them in the sight of all . . . So the word of the Lord grew and prevailed mightily.
When the word of Christ captures a person's mind and heart, all involvement with magical arts
goes. It is Jesus versus the occult; you cannot have both. God's people should not be involved in
any practices of the occult—practices which involve dealings with the world of spirits or forces
which are not oriented on Jesus as he is revealed in the Bible.
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Isa 8:19…someone may say to you, “Let’s ask the mediums and those who consult the spirits of the dead.
With their whisperings and mutterings, they will tell us what to do.” But shouldn’t people ask God for
guidance? Should the living seek guidance from the dead?
The whole field of the occult is Satan's seed-bed of pride. Every activity offers man the
opportunity to take on the wisdom and power that belongs to God. No matter how innocent the
practices of the occult seem at first, they are all dimensions of the one rebellion that has been
underway since the Garden of Eden. The aim is to avoid at all costs childlike submission to the
limitations and provisions of a sovereign God, and to get instead a power which can be called
great. Man in the occult is man in rebellion.
Faith lays itself open to the power of God through Jesus Christ alone and seeks no other psychic
or spiritual power. Faith cleaves to Jesus, loves Jesus, adores Jesus, trusts Jesus, and shuns the
temptress of the occult.
The people who did not die in these plagues still refused to repent of their evil deeds and turn to God.
They continued to worship demons and idols made of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood—idols that
can neither see nor hear nor walk! And they did not repent of their murders or their witchcraft or their
sexual immorality or their thefts. …Rev 9:20-21

Sorrow Awaits the Worldly


“What sorrow awaits the world, because it tempts people to sin. Temptations are inevitable, but what
sorrow awaits the person who does the tempting… Mt 18:7



Then he said to them, “You like to appear righteous in public, but God knows your hearts. What
this world honors is detestable in the sight of God…. Lk 16:15



Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in
this world will keep it for eternity… Jn 12:25



Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by
changing the way you think. … Rom 12:2



Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep away from worldly desires
that wage war against your very souls…1 Pet 2:11



For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience leads us away from sin and results in salvation.
There’s no regret for that kind of sorrow. But worldly sorrow, which lacks repentance, results in
spiritual death…2 Cor 7:10



Stop deceiving yourselves. If you think you are wise by this world’s standards, you need to become a
fool to be truly wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God. As the Scriptures say, “He
traps the wise in the snare of their own cleverness.”And again, “The LORD knows the thoughts of the
wise; he knows they are worthless.”… 1 Cor 3:18-20



For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in
our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. And this
world is fading away, along with everything that people crave…1 Jn 2:16-17
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The Consequences of Sin
“There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil.”…Rom 2:9
Sin: breaking God’s moral laws (sins of commission)
or failing to act according to God’s teachings (sins of omission).
Sin dominates the picture of our world—murder, rape, infidelity, drug abuse, lying, deception,
and stealing, are commonplace. Everywhere we turn we see evidence of man’s inhumanity to
man and the glaring failure of human beings to take action and do what is right.
Every human being sins and we all experience the harmful consequences of our sin as we live in
this world. Without the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, our sins would separate us from God
and we would live for eternity in Hell. But hallelujah! Christ came into this world to die for our
sins, so that our sins would not be counted against us. Those who repent and believe in Christ,
and God who sent Him, inherit eternal life and will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.



Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness…1 Jn 3:4
Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins…Jas 4:17

Lucifer, (renamed Satan also “devil”), was the original source of sin. One of the most powerful
angels in heaven, Lucifer desired Gods position, and that was his downfall. He tempted Adam
and Eve to rebel against God which they did when they ate of the forbidden fruit. Sin entered
into this world through Adam’s disobedience.
We are all sinful from birth, from the time we are conceived. It doesn’t matter how “good” you
have been and how much of your life you have followed God’s commandments; if you break
just one, you are guilty of breaking all of it.
Unfortunately, there are always consequences for sin. If it were not for Christ’s sacrifice on the
cross the consequence for sin would be death—the spiritual separation of man from God.
Although Christians are spared the ultimate judgment and condemnation for their sins, they
still experience consequences for their sin while living on this earth.
Some of our sins are obvious, and have immediate impacts, whereas the results of other sins are
not apparent until some future point in time. But don’t be fooled. We never “get away” with
our sin. There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil. People who
sin, get trapped by their evil desires and find it hard to stop sinning.
In the final analysis, God is a just God and a jealous God. He laughs at the wicked, for He
knows that their day of judgment is coming. People who do evil have no hope for the
future. God watches over the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.
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Who can say, "I have kept my heart pure; I am clean and without sin"…Prov 20:9



There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins…Ecc 7:20



Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin. A slave is not a permanent
member of the family, but a son is part of the family forever…Jn 8:34-35



For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus…Rom 3:23-24



Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way
death came to all men, because all sinned-- for before the law was given, sin was in the world…Rom
5:12-13



Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does
it. So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me…Rom 7:20-21

Sin Hopelessly Separates Us from God
Without Christ, our sin would hopelessly separate us from God. The only thing necessary to
have our sins removed is to believe in Jesus Christ and confess and repent of our sins. Those
who believe in Jesus and repent are blessed, because their sins will be forgiven and no longer be
held against them. Jesus wiped our accounts clean, and God is no longer aware of our
sin. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross removes our sins as far as the east is from the west.
Not only are our sins removed, when we believe in Jesus and confess our sins, the Holy
Spirit comes to dwell within us, and gives us the power to resist sin. We are no longer
controlled by our sinful nature, but by the Holy Spirit. Those who live in accordance with the
Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. In contrast, the sinful mind is hostile to
God and does not submit to God’s law. The mind controlled by the sinful nature is death, but
the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.
Unfortunately, in our struggle against sin, Christians sometimes lose ground. We are by no
means perfect. We sometimes find ourselves doing the very things we do not want to do. But
the important thing is not to give up. In fact, if it would be a serious mistake to continue
willfully sinning when you know what you are doing is morally wrong. God cannot be fooled.
People who deliberately keep on sinning even when they know God’s truth are in danger of
being judged by God and receiving His wrath.


If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we confess
our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. If
we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our
hearts…1 Jn 1:8-10



When people keep on sinning, it shows that they belong to the devil, who has been sinning since the
beginning. But the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil…1 Jn 3:8

God’s Judgment of Sin
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revealed. He will judge everyone according to what they have done. He will give eternal life to those
who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers. But he
will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and
instead live lives of wickedness…Rom 2:5-8


It isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your responsibility to judge those
inside the church who are sinning. God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say,
“You must remove the evil person from among you.”…1 Cor 5:12-13

Chapter 8 - Faith, Hope, and Love

Faith

Faith is confidence in and commitment to God and Jesus Christ. These attitudes remain sure
even though the objects of our faith are unseen. True faith is seen in obedient action, love and
continuing good works. Faith is personal trust in God. Both in the Old Testament and in the
New Testament faith is the only basis of salvation. Faith is the means by which God’s grace in
Christ, and with him the blessings of salvation, is received.

Faith in Jesus Christ Gives Us:


Assurance in God’s promises
o Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see... Heb 11:1
o And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body
was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. Abraham never wavered in believing God’s
promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to God. He was fully
convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises… Heb 11:19-21



Trust in what is unseen
o So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be
seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last
forever...2 Co 4:18



Joy
o Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because
of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into
this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look
forward to sharing God’s glory…Ro 5:1-2
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Forgiveness
o Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.” The men at the table said among
themselves, “Who is this man that he goes around forgiving sins?”And Jesus said to the
woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”… Lk 7:48-50



Jesus Christ in the heart
o Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him… Eph 3:17



Protection through God’s power
o And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation,
which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see…1Pe 1:5



Access to God
o Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God’s
presence…Eph 3:12



New life
o My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I
live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me…Gal 2:20



Eternal life
o For the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.”…Gal 3:11



Victory over death
o Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after
dying. Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die...Jn 11:25-27



Victory over evil
o For every child of God defeats this evil world and we achieve this victory through our faith. And
who can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of
God…1 Jn 5:4-5



Basis for peace
o “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me…Jn 14:1

True faith In Jesus Christ is demonstrated by:
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Love
For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, there is no benefit in being circumcised or being
uncircumcised. What is important is faith expressing itself in love…Gal 5:6

Faith without Good Deeds Is Dead
Jas 2:14-26

What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions?
Can that kind of faith save anyone? Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and
you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person
any food or clothing. What good does that do?
So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. Now
someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me
your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.”
You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this,
and they tremble in terror. How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless?
Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God by his actions when he
offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his
faith complete. And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and God counted
him as righteous because of his faith.” He was even called the friend of God. So you see, we are shown to
be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone.
Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with God by her actions when she hid
those messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. Just as the body is dead without breath,
so also faith is dead without good works.

Hope
Where do we find true hope in life? The world’s idea of hope is a kind of unsure optimism. The
worldly idea of hope is “to wish for or to expect, but without the certainty of fulfillment; to
desire very much, but with no real assurance of getting your desire.” I don’t know about you,
but that is not the “Hope” I need. I want a guarantee! So where do I get that guarantee? Where
can you get the guarantee of “Rock” solid Hope? In God, and God alone!
We live in a world where many have no hope. Suicide is skyrocketing because people have no
hope or have placed their hope in the wrong things or persons. There are a number of warnings
in Scripture against putting our hope in anything other than the Lord because these things will
leave us ashamed, frustrated, disappointed, and in ruin. Consider the following statistics from
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (afsp.org)
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Suicide: Kentucky 2016 Facts & Figure
Suicide is the 11th leading cause of death overall in Kentucky.
On average, one person dies by suicide approximately every 12 hours in the state.
In Kentucky, suicide is the...
2nd leading cause of death for ages 15-34
4th leading cause of death for ages 10-14
4th leading cause of death for ages 34-54
8th leading cause of death for ages 55-64
16th leading cause of death for ages 65 & older
Over three times as many people die by suicide in Kentucky annually than by homicide; the
total deaths to suicide reflect a total of 13,627 years of potential life lost (YPLL) before age 65.
Suicide cost Kentucky a total of $746,659,000 of combined lifetime medical and work loss cost in
2010, or an average of $1,183,295 per suicide death.
Suicide Attempts
No complete count is kept of suicide attempts in the U.S.; however, each year the CDC gathers
data from hospitals on non-fatal injuries from self-harm. 494,169 people visited a hospital for
injuries due to self-harm. This number suggests that approximately 12 people harm themselves
for every reported death by suicide.
However, because of the way these data are collected, we are not able to distinguish intentional
suicide attempts from non-intentional self-harm behaviors.
Many suicide attempts, however, go unreported or untreated. Surveys suggest that at least one
million people in the U.S. each year engage in intentionally inflicted self-harm.While males are
4 times more likely than females to die by suicide, females attempt suicide 3 times as often as
males. The ratio of suicide attempts to suicide death in youth is estimated to be about 25:1,
compared to about 4:1 in the elderly.

A Christian’s Definition of Hope (Trust)
Hope is a total grounding of one’s confidence and expectation in God’s goodness and
providential care even in the face of trouble. Hope means more than a vague wish that
something will happen. It is a sure and confident expectation in God’s future faithfulness and
presence. Hope equals trust. What do you place your trust in? The Christian hope extends
beyond death into an eternity prepared by God himself, the reality of which is guaranteed by
Jesus Christ. Hope gives believers confidence and reassurance in this present life, allowing them
to lead effective lives for God. It also reassures them of the reality of eternal life, allowing them
to face death with confidence.
When we place our hope in God and not the things of this world we have a biblical hope and
can live accordingly. God is called “the God of Hope.” This means He is the source of all real
hope. If we are going to have hope (confident expectation), it must come from Him for He alone
has the power to give it.
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My soul, wait in silence for God only, for my hope is from Him…Ps 62:5
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his
promise… Heb 10:23
Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and
encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled… Rom 15:4

The Outcome of Placing Our Hope (Trust) In God brings


Confidence and Security
o We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop
endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our
confident hope of salvation. And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how
dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love…Ro
5:3-5
o

And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the
world…1Co 15:19



It Gives Us Protection
o
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope for His loving
kindness…Ps 33:18



It Gives Us Strength, Courage, Boldness
o Be strong, and let your heart take courage, All you who hope in the LORD…Ps 31:24



Joy and Peace
o
I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust
in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit…Ro 15:
13

o

But joyful are those who have the God of Israel as their helper, whose hope is in the Lord their
God… Ps 146:5



Reassurance In This Present Life
o But Christ, as the Son, is in charge of God’s entire house. And we are God’s house, if we keep our
courage and remain confident in our hope in Christ….Heb 3:6



Hope Of Future Glory
o For God wanted them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And
this is the secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory…Col 1:27



Assurance Of Resurrection And Eternal Life
o And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of
future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with
eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the
new bodies he has promised us. We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have
something, we don’t need to hope for it. But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have,
we must wait patiently and confidently.)…Ro 8:23-25
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Love
There are four Greek words for love that are important to understand. Most times, the Greek
words for love used in the Bible are simply translated "love" but in the Greek text they mean
different things. When this happens, unfortunately the true deeper meaning of the word is lost
in the translation. If we are going to deeply understand the Bible, it is important that we
understand what these words mean and how they differ.
Definitions of Greeks Words for Love:
The four Greek words for love are agape, phileo, eros and storge.
Agape: Unconditional love; the love of God in the renewed mind in manifestation
Agape is selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love, the highest of the four types of love in the Bible.
This Greek word, agápē, and variations of it are frequently found throughout the New
Testament. Agape perfectly describes the kind of love Jesus Christ has for his Father and for his
followers.
Agape is the term that defines God's immeasurable, incomparable love for humankind. It is his
ongoing, outgoing, self-sacrificing concern for lost and fallen people. God gives this love
without condition, unreservedly to those who are undeserving and inferior to himself.
Agape love is related to obedience and commitment, and not necessarily feeling and emotion.
The way to know that we love (agape) God is that we keep His commandments.
Jesus said, "Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me"… Jn 14:21
There are Christians who say they love God, but their lifestyle is contrary to the will of God.
These people mistake their feeling of affection for God for true agape love. Jesus made this
clear: "He who does not love me will not obey my teaching"…Jn 14:24
Phileo: Conveys a strong feeling of attraction, as in love between friends with its opposite
being phobia. It is the most general form of love in the Bible, encompassing love for fellow
humans, care, respect, and compassion for people in need. The most common form of phileo is
friendship.
Christians are frequently exhorted to love their fellow Christians. According to Strong's
Concordance, the Greek verb philéō is closely related to the noun philia. It means "to show warm
affection in intimate friendship." It is characterized by tender, heartfelt consideration and
kinship.
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor…Ro 12:10 ESV
Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been
taught by God to love one another...1 Thes 4:9 ESV
Eros: The sense of being in love; romantic love. Eros love is part of God's design, a gift of his
goodness for procreation and enjoyment. Sex as God intended it is a source of delight and a
beautiful blessing to be shared between a husband and wife. It expresses sexual, romantic
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attraction. God is very clear in his Word that eros love is reserved for marriage.
Although eros does not appear in the New Testament, this Greek term for erotic love is
portrayed in the Old Testament book, The Song of Solomon.
Storge: Love of family; Parent/child, siblings, cousins, etc. In a very close family, agape is felt as
well. Storge is family love, the bond among mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, sisters, and
brothers. The Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon defines storge as "cherishing one's kindred, especially
parents or children; the mutual love of parents and children and wives and husbands; loving
affection; prone to love; loving tenderly; chiefly of the reciprocal tenderness of parents and
children."
It occurs in Ro 12:10 in the word, philostorgos, which is a compound word made up of philos
(the noun form of phileo) and storge. Ro 12:10 is a very important verse, directing us to be very
loving and kind to each other. Ro 12:10 (Expanded translation) "As to your brotherly love, let there
be deep friendship and family-affection toward one another."
As with eros, the exact Greek term storge does not appear in the Bible. However, the opposite
form is used twice in the New Testament. Astorgos means "without love, devoid of affection,
without affection to kindred, hard-hearted, unfeeling," and is found in the book of
Romans and 2 Timothy.

The Greatest Commandment (Agape Love)
Jesus replied, “‘you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two
commandments.”…Mt 22:37-40

Love Is: (Agape)
Love is patient and kind
Love is not jealous
It does not brag, it is not proud
Love is not rude, is not selfish
And does not become angry easily
Love does not remember wrongs done against it
Love takes no pleasure in evil, but rejoices over the truth
Love patiently accepts all things.
It always trusts, Always hopes
And always continues strong…1 Cor 13:4-7 (ICB)
Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love…1 Cor 13:13
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Chapter 9 – Answers to Miscellaneous Questions About…
In this section I have researched many articles concerning common questions I have heard
many times. I have included excerpts from the ones that provide truthful answers from the
Bible. Visit the web sites located in Resource section for the full articles.

Why do bad things happen to good people?
1. In this world you will have tribulation, meaning difficult times.
Jesus says in Jn 16:33: "I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you
will have tribulation. But be of good cheer. I have overcome the world."
God did not create people to suffer, but sometimes we do suffer because we live in a fallen
world. So, if it is not God's plan for people to suffer, then who is responsible?

2. Satan comes to steal, to kill and to destroy.
In Jn 10:10, Jesus clearly describes Satan's intentions, "The thief does not come, except to steal and
kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly."
God is not responsible for all the evil that is happening around us; Satan is. The devil is bent on
our destruction. Jesus calls him a thief, who comes to steal God's blessings from us.
When the Word of God is our standard, we can discern why things are happening in life and
who is responsible. If the situation is good and perfect then it comes from the Father up
above, “Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father”…Jas 1:17. And
if a blessing in life is being stolen from us, like the life of a loved one via premature death from
sickness, disease, a tragic accident or incident, then we know that Satan is the one responsible
for the tragedy.
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If there’s one God, why are there more than 4,000 religions?
The existence of so many religions and the claim that all religions lead to God without question
confuses many who are earnestly seeking the truth about God, with the end result sometimes
being that some despair of ever reaching the absolute truth on the subject. Or they end up
embracing the Universalist claim that all religions lead to God. Of course, skeptics also point to
the existence of so many religions as proof that either you cannot know God or that God simply
does not exist.
Ro 1:19-21 contains the biblical explanation for why there are so many religions.
They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. For ever since the world was
created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.
Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to
think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused.
Here is where we find the basis of the “many religions.”
Many people do not want to believe in a God who demands righteousness and morality, so they
invent a God who makes no such requirements. Many people do not want to believe in a God
who declares it impossible for people to earn their own way to heaven. So they invent a God
who accepts people into heaven if they have completed certain steps, followed certain rules,
and/or obeyed certain laws, at least to the best of their ability. Many people do not want a
relationship with a God who is sovereign and omnipotent. So they imagine God as being more
of a mystical force than a personal and sovereign ruler.
The existence of so many religions is not an argument against God's existence or an argument
that truth about God is not clear. Rather, the existence of so many religions is demonstration of
humanity's rejection of the one true God. Mankind has replaced Him with gods that are more to
their liking. The desire to recreate God in our own image comes from the sin nature within us, a
nature that will eventually “reap destruction”
Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant. Those
who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But
those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit…Gal 6:7-8.

Do All Religions Lead To God?
Actually they do. All but one leads to His judgment. Only one—Christianity—leads to His
forgiveness and eternal life. No matter what religion one embraces, everyone will meet God
after death. “And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment.”… Heb 9:27
All religions lead to God, but only one religion will result in God's acceptance, because only
through His salvation through faith in Jesus Christ can anyone approach Him with confidence.
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Can someone believe in God but not attend church?
In the Authorized King James Version, The word “church” appears 114 times in the New
Testament and 36 times in its plural form “churches”. The Greek word used is ‘ekklesia’.
Ekklesia, has nothing to do with buildings of any kind, or any type of place dedicated for
religious purposes. Its meaning is – ‘an assembly’, with an underlying meaning of – ‘separated’,
that is – ‘a body called out’. If God were to call-out, or separate a group of people for Himself
for some special purpose this would be an Ekklesia. This is exactly what God has done.
A ‘church’ is not a ‘place’ or ‘building’ that someone can go to; the Christian people are the
church. However, Christians are instructed in the New Testament to ‘assemble
together’ (Hebrews 10:25).
Simple non-attendance at meetings would not invalidate someone’s conversion to Christ. But
here one would have to ask, what are the reasons for that person not gathering with other
believers to worship Almighty God together?
The three tables below lists the most common reasons/excuses given for not attending services
at a local Church (building). Visit the links provided for the full articles.
www.baptistnews.com/article/top-10-reasons-people-cite-for-not-attending-church-services
1. Athletic events
5. Holidays
9. Work

2. Commitments
3. Exhaustion
6. Illness
7. Travel
10. Caring for aging/ill parents

4. Vacations
8. Children

www.myfrienddebbie.com/article_master.php?id=9930529,
1. The Church is full of hypocrites

2. I’ve been hurt by the Church

3. You don’t have to go to church to be a
Christian . . . or go to heaven

4. My child is “gifted” in athletics and
plays games on Sundays

5. I really don’t get anything out of church—
the sermon or the music
7. I can just watch church on television

6. My husband is out of town most
weekends, and I don’t want to go to
church alone
8. We were out late Saturday night

9. We can just do church at home

10. I work on Sundays
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www.malphursgroup.com/15-reasons-why-committed-christians-do-not-attend-church/
1. No “good” churches nearby

2. Children’s needs are not met

3. Too many rules

4. Problems with how churches are run

5. Too many people

6. Dislike the conflicts within the church

7. The church is not meeting their needs

8. Tired of the routine each Sunday

9. Heavy-handed pastors or teachers shame 10. The church has changed and does not
people into “behaving in a godly way”
hold the same initial appeal as it once
did
11. Problems with how people are handled
(or not handled)

12. They don’t want to give to something
they no longer believe in

13. They need to have down time because of
work or family stress

14. Lack of insight into personal and
practical issues within families.

15. They have learned so much about god,
and the church isn’t connecting with
their lives


When he [Jesus] came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to the
synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up to read the Scriptures.… Lk 4:16



Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect
our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of
his return is drawing near.… Heb 10:24-25



Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with
all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful
hearts…Col 3:16



Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the
pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the
church, the body of Christ.… Eph 4:11-12



All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in
meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer…Acts 2:42
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Section 3 - The Coming End of this Age
In this section I would like to look at what the Lord shared concerning the Last Days of this age
and our eternal home. As you read through this section, I believe that you will think you are
reading headlines from today’s newspaper. I am convinced that this world as we know it is
coming to an end very soon. But for those that follow Jesus Christ the Messiah, the best is yet to
come!!!

Then I saw heaven opened,
and a white horse was standing there.
Its rider was named Faithful and True,
For he judges fairly and wages a righteous war.
His eyes were like flames of fire,
and on his head were many crowns.
A name was written on him
that no one understood except himself.
He wore a robe dipped in blood,
and his title was the Word of God.
The armies of heaven,
dressed in the finest of pure white linen,
followed him on white horses.
From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations.
He will rule them with an iron rod.
He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty,
like juice flowing from a winepress.
On his robe at his thigh was written this title:
King of all kings and Lord of all lords…
Rev 19:11-16
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Chapter 10 - Events prior to the Lord’s Return
Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him privately and said, “… What sign will
signal your return and the end of the world?” Mt 24:3-44
Jesus told them:


“Don’t let anyone mislead you, for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah.’
They will deceive many.



And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic. Yes, these things must take place,
but the end won’t follow immediately.



Nation will go to war against nation and kingdom against kingdom.



There will be famines and earthquakes in many parts of the world. But all this is only the first of
the birth pains, with more to come.



“Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and killed.



You will be hated all over the world because you are my followers.



And many will turn away from me and betray and hate each other.



And many false prophets will appear and will deceive many people.



Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to
the end will be saved.



And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all
nations will hear it; and then the end will come.

“The day is coming when you will see what Daniel the prophet spoke about—the sacrilegious object that
causes desecration standing in the Holy Place.” (Reader, pay attention!) “Then those in Judea must flee
to the hills. A person out on the deck of a roof must not go down into the house to pack. A person out in
the field must not return even to get a coat.
How terrible it will be for pregnant women and for nursing mothers in those days. And pray that your
flight will not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For there will be greater anguish than at any time since the
world began. And it will never be so great again. In fact, unless that time of calamity is shortened, not a
single person will survive. But it will be shortened for the sake of God’s chosen ones.
“Then if anyone tells you, ‘look, here is the Messiah,’ or ‘There he is,’ don’t believe it.
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someone tells you, ‘Look, the Messiah is out in the desert,’ don’t bother to go and look. Or, ‘Look, he is
hiding here,’ don’t believe it!


For as the lightning flashes in the east and shines to the west, so it will be when the Son of Man
comes. Just as the gathering of vultures’ shows there is a carcass nearby, so these signs indicate that
the end is near.



“Immediately after the anguish of those days, the sun will be darkened, the moon will give no light,
the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.



And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens, and there will be
deep mourning among all the peoples of the earth.

And they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he
will send out his angels with the mighty blast of a trumpet, and they will gather his chosen ones from all
over the world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven.
“Now learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branches bud and its leaves begin to sprout, you know
that summer is near. In the same way, when you see all these things, you can know his return is very
near, right at the door. I tell you the truth; this generation will not pass from the scene until all these
things take place. Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear.
“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or
the Son himself. Only the Father knows.
“When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. In those days before the flood, the
people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat.
People didn’t realize what was going to happen until the flood came and swept them all away. That is the
way it will be when the Son of Man comes.
“Two men will be working together in the field; one will be taken, the other left. Two women will be
grinding flour at the mill; one will be taken, the other left. “So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t
know what day your Lord is coming.
Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would keep watch and not
permit his house to be broken into. You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come
when least expected.

The Pharisees ask Jesus: When Will the Kingdom of God come...Lk 17:20-37
Jesus replied, “The Kingdom of God can’t be detected by visible signs. You won’t be able to say, ‘Here it
is!’ or ‘It’s over there!’ For the Kingdom of God is already among you.”
Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see the day when the Son of Man
returns, but you won’t see it. People will tell you, ‘Look, there is the Son of Man,’ or ‘Here he is,’ but
don’t go out and follow them. For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other,
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so it will be on the day when the Son of Man comes. But first the Son of Man must suffer terribly and be
rejected by this generation.
“When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day. In those days, the people enjoyed
banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah entered his boat and the flood came and
destroyed them all.
“And the world will be as it was in the days of Lot. People went about their daily business—eating and
drinking, buying and selling, farming and building—until the morning Lot left Sodom. Then fire and
burning sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.
Yes, it will be ‘business as usual’ right up to the day when the Son of Man is revealed. On that day a
person out on the deck of a roof must not go down into the house to pack. A person out in the field must
not return home. Remember what happened to Lot’s wife! If you cling to your life, you will lose it, and if
you let your life go, you will save it. That night two people will be asleep in one bed; one will be taken, the
other left. Two women will be grinding flour together at the mill; one will be taken, the other left.”
“Where will this happen, Lord?” the disciples asked. Jesus replied, “Just as the gathering of vultures’
shows there is a carcass nearby, so these signs indicate that the end is near.”

Before All This Occurs, There Will Be a Time of Great Persecution…Lk 21:7-19
“Teacher,” they asked, “when will all this happen? What sign will show us that these things are about to
take place?”
He replied, “Don’t let anyone mislead you, for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’
and saying, ‘The time has come!’ But don’t believe them. And when you hear of wars and insurrections,
don’t panic. Yes, these things must take place first, but the end won’t follow immediately.” Then he
added, “Nation will go to war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great
earthquakes, and there will be famines and plagues in many lands, and there will be terrifying things and
great miraculous signs from heaven.
“But before all this occurs, there will be a time of great persecution. You will be dragged into synagogues
and prisons, and you will stand trial before kings and governors because you are my followers. But this
will be your opportunity to tell them about me. So don’t worry in advance about how to answer the
charges against you, for I will give you the right words and such wisdom that none of your opponents
will be able to reply or refute you!
Even those closest to you—your parents, brothers, relatives, and friends—will betray you. They will even
kill some of you. And everyone will hate you because you are my followers. But not a hair of your head
will perish! By standing firm, you will win your souls.

Don’t Let That Day Catch You Unaware…Lk 21:25-36
“And there will be strange signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And here on earth the nations will be in
turmoil, perplexed by the roaring seas and strange tides. People will be terrified at what they see coming
upon the earth, for the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then everyone will see the Son of Man
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coming on a cloud with power and great glory. So when all these things begin to happen, stand and look
up, for your salvation is near!”
Then he gave them this illustration: “Notice the fig tree, or any other tree. When the leaves come out, you
know without being told that summer is near. In the same way, when you see all these things taking
place, you can know that the Kingdom of God is near. I tell you the truth; this generation will not pass
from the scene until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will
never disappear.
“Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life.
Don’t let that day catch you unaware, like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the
earth. Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors
and stand before the Son of Man.”

Chapter 11 - In the Last Days
Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from the true faith; they
will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from demons. These people are hypocrites and liars,
and their consciences are dead. They will say it is wrong to be married and wrong to eat certain foods…1
Tim 4:1-3

You should know this, Timothy that in the last days there will be very difficult times













For people will love only themselves and their money.
They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God,
Disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful.
They will consider nothing sacred.
They will be unloving and unforgiving;
They will slander others
They will have no self-control.
They will be cruel and hate what is good.
They will betray their friends,
They will be reckless, be puffed up with pride,
They will love pleasure rather than God.
They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly… 2 Tim 3:1-5

For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow
their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear.
They will reject the truth and chase after myths…2 Tim 4:3-4
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False Prophets and False Teachers
Jesus Said:


“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves. You
can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act…Mt 7:15-16



These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship is a farce, for
they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.”…Mt 15:7-9

Don’t be fooled:


Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. So do not be attracted by strange, new ideas.
Heb 13:8-9



You are following a different way that pretends to be the Good News but is not the Good News at all.
You are being fooled by those who deliberately twist the truth concerning Christ. Let God’s curse fall
on anyone, including us or even an angel from heaven, who preaches a different kind of Good News
than the one we preached to you…Gal 1:7-8



But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will
cleverly teach destructive heresies and even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they will
bring sudden destruction on themselves. Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful
immorality. And because of these teachers, the way of truth will be slandered. In their greed they will
make up clever lies to get hold of your money. But God condemned them long ago, and their
destruction will not be delayed…2 Pet 2:1-3



Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if
the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the world. This is how we
know if they have the Spirit of God: If a person claiming to be a prophet acknowledges that Jesus
Christ came in a real body, that person has the Spirit of God. But if someone claims to be a prophet
and does not acknowledge the truth about Jesus, that person is not from God…That is how we know if
someone has the Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception…1 Jn 4:1-3, 5-6

The Danger of False Teachers
Dear friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about the salvation we all share. But now I find
that I must write about something else, urging you to defend the faith that God has entrusted once for all
time to his holy people. I say this because some ungodly people have wormed their way into your
churches, saying that God’s marvelous grace allows us to live immoral lives. The condemnation of such
people was recorded long ago, for they have denied our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
So I want to remind you, though you already know these things, that Jesus first rescued the nation of
Israel from Egypt, but later he destroyed those who did not remain faithful. And I remind you of the
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angels who did not stay within the limits of authority God gave them but left the place where they
belonged. God has kept them securely chained in prisons of darkness, waiting for the great Day of
Judgment. And don’t forget Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring towns, which were filled with
immorality and every kind of sexual perversion. Those cities were destroyed by fire and serve as a
warning of the eternal fire of God’s judgment.
In the same way, these people—who claim authority from their dreams—live immoral lives, defy
authority, and scoff at supernatural beings. But these people scoff at things they do not understand….
What sorrow awaits them! …When these people eat with you in your fellowship meals commemorating
the Lord’s love, they are like dangerous reefs that can shipwreck you. They are like:









Shameless shepherds who care only for themselves.
Clouds blowing over the land without giving any rain.
Trees in autumn that are doubly dead, for they bear no fruit and have been pulled up by the roots.
Wild waves of the sea, churning up the foam of their shameful deeds.
Wandering stars, doomed forever to blackest darkness.
These people are grumblers and complainers, living only to satisfy their desires.
They brag loudly about themselves,
They flatter others to get what they want…Jude 1:3

I say this because many deceivers have gone out into the world. They deny that Jesus Christ came in a real
body. Such a person is a deceiver and an antichrist. If anyone comes to your meeting and does not teach the
truth about Christ, don’t invite that person into your home or give any kind of encouragement. Anyone
who encourages such people becomes a partner in their evil work…2 Jn 1:7, 10-11
These false teachers are like:
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Unthinking animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed.
They scoff at things they do not understand, and like animals, they will be destroyed. Their
destruction is their reward for the harm they have done.
They love to indulge in evil pleasures in broad daylight.
They are a disgrace and a stain among you.
They delight in deception even as they eat with you in your fellowship meals.
They commit adultery with their eyes,
And their desire for sin is never satisfied.
They lure unstable people into sin, and they are well trained in greed.
They live under God’s curse. They have wandered off the right road …
These people are as useless as dried-up springs or as mist blown away by the wind.
They are doomed to blackest darkness.
They brag about themselves with empty, foolish boasting.
With an appeal to twisted sexual desires, they lure back into sin those who have barely escaped
from a lifestyle of deception.
They promise freedom, but they themselves are slaves of sin and corruption. For you are a slave to
whatever controls you.
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And when people escape from the wickedness of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
and then get tangled up and enslaved by sin again, they are worse off than before. It would be better if
they had never known the way to righteousness than to know it and then reject the command they were
given to live a holy life…2 Pet 1:12-15, 17-21

Scoffers in the Last Days
Most importantly, I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, mocking the truth and
following their own desires. They will say, “What happened to the promise that Jesus is coming again?
From before the times of our ancestors, everything has remained the same since the world was first
created.”
They deliberately forget that God made the heavens long ago by the word of his command, and he brought
the earth out from the water and surrounded it with water. Then he used the water to destroy the ancient
world with a mighty flood. And by the same word, the present heavens and earth have been stored up for
fire. They are being kept for the day of judgment, when ungodly people will be destroyed.
But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a
thousand years is like a day. The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No,
he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.
But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief.
Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will disappear in
fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment.
Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you should live,
looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will set the heavens on fire, and
the elements will melt away in the flames. But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth
he has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness.
And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be found
living peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in his sight.
And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people time to be saved…2 Pet 1:3-16

The Man of Lawlessness Revealed


Now, dear brothers and sisters let us clarify some things about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and how we will be gathered to meet him. Don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who say
that the day of the Lord has already begun. Don’t believe them, even if they claim to have had a
spiritual vision, a revelation, or a letter supposedly from us. Don’t be fooled by what they say. For
that day will not come until there is a great rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness is
revealed—the one who brings destruction. He will exalt himself and defy everything that people
call god and every object of worship. He will even sit in the temple of God, claiming that he himself
is God…2 Thes 2:1-4



Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will kill him with the breath of his
mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming. This man will come to do the work of Satan
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with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. He will use every kind of evil deception to fool those
on their way to destruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth that would save them.
So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, and they will believe these lies. Then they will be
condemned for enjoying evil rather than believing the truth….2 Thes 2:8-12
Encourage Each Other With These Words


And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have
died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and was
raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the
believers who have died…
1 Thes 4:13-14



We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet
him ahead of those who have died. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a
commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the
believers who have died will rise from their graves. Then, together with them, we who are still alive
and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be
with the Lord forever. So encourage each other with these words…1 Thes 4:15-18



Since we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why are some of you saying there will be no
resurrection of the dead? For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised
either. And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is
useless. And we apostles would all be lying about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from
the grave.
But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead. And if there is no resurrection of the
dead, then Christ has not been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless
and you are still guilty of your sins. In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! And
if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. But in
fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died.
So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has
begun through another man. Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who
belongs to Christ will be given new life. But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised
as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back…1 Co 15:1223

You Must Be Ready All the Time


The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I tell you the truth, he
himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat! He may come in the
middle of the night or just before dawn. But whenever he comes, he will reward the servants who are
ready…Lk 12:37-38



Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don’t really need to
write you. For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a
thief in the night. When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall
on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin. And there will be no escape.
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But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised
when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. For you are all children of the light and of the day; we
don’t belong to darkness and night. So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be
clearheaded…1 Thes 5:1-6


But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a
thousand years is like a day. The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think.



No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to
repent. But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief…2 Pet 1:8-10



Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider the farmers who
patiently wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They eagerly look for the valuable harvest to
ripen. You, too, must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of the Lord is near…Jas 5:7-8

Chapter 12 – Revelation and The Last Seven Years


See Appendix E to read Jesus’ letters to the 7 churches

7 Seals of Judgment - Rev 6
As I watched, the Lamb broke the first of the seven seals on the scroll… I looked up and saw a white horse
standing there. Its rider carried a bow, and a crown was placed on his head. He rode out to win many
battles and gain the victory.
When the Lamb broke the second seal … another horse appeared a red one. Its rider was given a mighty
sword and the authority to take peace from the earth. And there was war and slaughter everywhere.
When the Lamb broke the third seal … I looked up and saw a black horse, and its rider was holding a pair
of scales in his hand. And I heard a voice from among the four living beings say, “A loaf of wheat bread
or three loaves of barley will cost a day’s pay. And don’t waste the olive oil and wine.”
When the Lamb broke the fourth seal… I saw a horse whose color was pale green. Its rider was named
Death, and his companion was the Grave. These two were given authority over one-fourth of the earth, to
kill with the sword and famine and disease and wild animals.
When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of all who had been martyred for the
word of God and for being faithful in their testimony.
I watched as the Lamb broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake. The sun became as dark as
black cloth, and the moon became as red as blood. Then the stars of the sky fell to the earth like green figs
falling from a tree shaken by a strong wind. The sky was rolled up like a scroll, and all of the mountains
and islands were moved from their places.
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Then everyone—the kings of the earth, the rulers, the generals, the wealthy, the powerful, and every slave
and free person—all hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. And they cried to
the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who sits on the throne and
from the wrath of the Lamb. For the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to survive?”
God’s People Will Be Preserved - Rev – 7
Then I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds so they did
not blow on the earth or the sea, or even on any tree.
And I saw another angel coming up from the east, carrying the seal of the living God. And he shouted to
those four angels, who had been given power to harm land and sea,“Wait! Don’t harm the land or the sea
or the trees until we have placed the seal of God on the foreheads of his servants.”
And I heard how many were marked with the seal of God—144,000 were sealed from all the tribes of
Israel…

7 Trumpet Judgments – Rev 8-9
When the Lamb broke the seventh seal on the scroll there was silence throughout heaven for about half an
hour. I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and they were given seven trumpets.
1. The first angel blew his trumpet, and hail and fire mixed with blood were thrown down on the earth.
One-third of the earth was set on fire, one-third of the trees were burned, and all the green grass was
burned.
2. Then the second angel blew his trumpet, and a great mountain of fire was thrown into the sea. Onethird of the water in the sea became blood, one-third of all things living in the sea died, and one-third
of all the ships on the sea were destroyed.
3. Then the third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from the sky, burning like a torch. It fell
on one-third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star was Bitterness. It made
one-third of the water bitter, and many people died from drinking the bitter water.
4. Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and one-third of the sun was struck, and one-third of the
moon, and one-third of the stars, and they became dark. And one-third of the day was dark, and also
one-third of the night.
5. Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen to earth from the sky, and he
was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. When he opened it, smoke poured out as though
from a huge furnace, and the sunlight and air turned dark from the smoke. Then locusts came from
the smoke and descended on the earth, and they were given power to sting like scorpions.
They were told not to harm the grass or plants or trees, but only the people who did not have the seal
of God on their foreheads. They were told not to kill them but to torture them for five months with
pain like the pain of a scorpion sting. In those days people will seek death but will not find it. They
will long to die, but death will flee from them!
6. Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice speaking …“Release the four angels who
are bound at the great Euphrates River.” Then the four angels who had been prepared for this hour
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and day and month and year were turned loose to kill one-third of all the people on earth. I heard the
size of their army, which was 200 million mounted troops. One-third of all the people on earth were
killed by these three plagues—by the fire and smoke and burning sulfur that came from the mouths of
the horses.
But the people who did not die in these plagues still refused to repent of their evil deeds and turn to
God. They continued to worship demons and idols made of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood—
idols that can neither see nor hear nor walk! And they did not repent of their murders or their
witchcraft or their sexual immorality or their thefts.
Two Witnesses - Rev 11
I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will be clothed in burlap and will prophesy during those
1,260 days.” These two prophets … stand before the Lord of all the earth. If anyone tries to harm them,
fire flashes from their mouths and consumes their enemies. This is how anyone who tries to harm them
must die. They have power to shut the sky so that no rain will fall for as long as they prophesy. And they
have the power to turn the rivers and oceans into blood, and to strike the earth with every kind of plague
as often as they wish.
When they complete their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the bottomless pit will declare war
against them, and he will conquer them and kill them. And their bodies will lie in the main street of
Jerusalem…And for three and a half days, all peoples, tribes, languages, and nations will stare at their
bodies. No one will be allowed to bury them. All the people who belong to this world will gloat over them
and give presents to each other to celebrate the death of the two prophets who had tormented them.
But after three and a half days, God breathed life into them, and they stood up! Terror struck all who were
staring at them. Then a loud voice from heaven called to the two prophets, “Come up here!” And they
rose to heaven in a cloud as their enemies’ watched. At the same time there was a terrible earthquake that
destroyed a tenth of the city. Seven thousand people died in that earthquake, and everyone else was
terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.
The second terror is past, but look, the third terror is coming quickly.
7. Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices shouting in heaven:
“The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and
ever.” …It is time to judge the dead and reward your servants the prophets, as well as your holy
people, and all who fear your name from the least to the greatest. It is time to destroy all who have
caused destruction on the earth.”
Then, in heaven, the Temple of God was opened and the Ark of his covenant could be seen inside the
Temple. Lightning flashed, thunder crashed and roared, and there was an earthquake and a terrible
hailstorm.
The Dragon and the Beast - Rev 13
Then I saw a beast rising up out of the sea… And the dragon gave the beast his own power and throne
and great authority.
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I saw that one of the heads of the beast seemed wounded beyond recovery—but the fatal wound was
healed! The whole world marveled at this miracle and gave allegiance to the beast. They worshiped the
dragon for giving the beast such power, and they also worshiped the beast. “Who is as great as the beast?”
they exclaimed. “Who is able to fight against him?”
Then the beast was allowed to speak great blasphemies against God. And he was given authority to do
whatever he wanted for forty-two months….And the beast was allowed to wage war against God’s holy
people and to conquer them. And he was given authority to rule over every tribe and people and language
and nation.
And all the people who belong to this world worshiped the beast. They are the ones whose names were not
written in the Book of Life that belongs to the Lamb who was slaughtered before the world was made.

The False Miracle Worker- Rev 13
Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth. He had two horns like those of a lamb, but he spoke
with the voice of a dragon. He exercised all the authority of the first beast. And he required all the earth
and its people to worship the first beast…
He did astounding miracles, even making fire flash down to earth from the sky while everyone was
watching. And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he deceived all
the people who belong to this world.
He ordered the people to make a great statue of the first beast…. He was then permitted to give life to this
statue so that it could speak. Then the statue of the beast commanded that anyone refusing to worship it
must die. He required everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free and slave—to be given a mark on
the right hand or on the forehead. And no one could buy or sell anything without that mark…
Warnings from Angels – Rev 14
1. And I saw another angel flying through the sky, carrying the eternal Good News to proclaim to the
people who belong to this world—to every nation, tribe, language, and people. “Fear God,” he
shouted. “Give glory to him. For the time has come when he will sit as judge. Worship him who made
the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all the springs of water.”
2. Then another angel followed him through the sky, shouting, “Babylon is fallen—that great city is
fallen—because she made all the nations of the world drink the wine of her passionate immorality.”
3. Then a third angel followed them, shouting, “Anyone who worships the beast and his statue or who
accepts his mark on the forehead or on the hand must drink the wine of God’s anger. It has been
poured full strength into God’s cup of wrath. And they will be tormented with fire and burning
sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb. The smoke of their torment will rise forever
and ever, and they will have no relief day or night, for they have worshiped the beast and his statue
and have accepted the mark of his name.”
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7 Bowls Containing God’s Wrath – Rev 16
Then I heard a mighty voice from the Temple say to the seven angels, “Go your ways and pour out on the
earth the seven bowls containing God’s wrath.”
1. So the first angel left the Temple and poured out his bowl on the earth, and horrible, malignant
sores broke out on everyone who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his statue.
2. Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse. And
everything in the sea died.
3. Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs, and they became blood.
4. Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, causing it to scorch everyone with its
fire. Everyone was burned by this blast of heat, and they cursed the name of God, who had control
over all these plagues. They did not repent of their sins and turn to God and give him glory.
5. Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was plunged
into darkness. His subjects ground their teeth in anguish, and they cursed the God of heaven for their
pains and sores. But they did not repent of their evil deeds and turn to God.
6. Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great Euphrates River, and it dried up so that the
kings from the east could march their armies toward the west without hindrance. And I saw three
evil spirits that looked like frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false
prophet. They are demonic spirits who work miracles and go out to all the rulers of the world to
gather them for battle against the Lord on that great judgment day of God the Almighty. And the
demonic spirits gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the Hebrew
name Armageddon.
7. Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air. And a mighty shout came from the throne
in the Temple, saying, “It is finished!” Then the thunder crashed and rolled, and lightning flashed.
And a great earthquake struck—the worst since people were placed on the earth. The great city of
Babylon split into three sections, and the cities of many nations fell into heaps of rubble. So God
remembered all of Babylon’s sins, and he made her drink the cup that was filled with the wine of his
fierce wrath. And every island disappeared, and all the mountains were leveled. There was a terrible
hailstorm, and hailstones weighing as much as seventy-five pounds fell from the sky onto the people
below. They cursed God because of the terrible plague of the hailstorm.

Chapter 13 - Jesus Is Coming Soon


For the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glory of his Father and will judge all people
according to their deeds…Mt 16:27



For, At just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by the blessed and only almighty God,
the King of all kings and Lord of all lords. He alone can never die, and he lives in light so brilliant
that no human can approach him…1 Tim 6:15-16
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And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus
appears from heaven. He will come with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, bringing judgment on
those who don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus. They
will be punished with eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious
power…2 Thes 1:7-9



Enoch, who lived in the seventh generation after Adam, prophesied about these people. He said,
“Listen! The Lord is coming with countless thousands of his holy ones to execute judgment on the
people of the world. He will convict every person of all the ungodly things they have done and for all
the insults that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”…Jude 1:14-15

King of All kings and Lord of All lords - Rev 19
Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and
True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his head
were many crowns. A name was written on him that no one understood except himself. He wore a robe
dipped in blood, and his title was the Word of God.
The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white horses. From his
mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod. He will release
the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a winepress. On his robe at his thigh was
written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords.
Then I saw the beast and the kings of the world and their armies gathered together to fight against the one
sitting on the horse and his army. And the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who did
mighty miracles on behalf of the beast—miracles that deceived all who had accepted the mark of the beast
and who worshiped his statue. Both the beast and his false prophet were thrown alive into the fiery lake of
burning sulfur. Their entire army was killed by the sharp sword that came from the mouth of the one
riding the white horse.

The Thousand Year Kingdom – Rev 20
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the bottomless pit and a heavy chain in his
hand. He seized the dragon—that old serpent, who is the devil, Satan—and bound him in chains for a
thousand years. The angel threw him into the bottomless pit, which he then shut and locked so Satan
could not deceive the nations anymore until the thousand years were finished. Afterward he must be
released for a little while.
Then I saw thrones, and the people sitting on them had been given the authority to judge. And I saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony about Jesus and for proclaiming the word of God.
They had not worshiped the beast or his statue, nor accepted his mark on their foreheads or their hands.
They all came to life again, and they reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
This is the first resurrection. (The rest of the dead did not come back to life until the thousand years had
ended.) Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. For them the second death holds no
power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him a thousand years.

Satan Is Outta Here - Rev 20
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When the thousand years come to an end, Satan will be let out of his prison. He will go out to deceive the
nations—called Gog and Magog—in every corner of the earth. He will gather them together for battle—a
mighty army, as numberless as sand along the seashore. And I saw them as they went up on the broad
plain of the earth and surrounded God’s people and the beloved city. But fire from heaven came down on
the attacking armies and consumed them. Then the devil, who had deceived them, was thrown into the
fiery lake of burning sulfur, joining the beast and the false prophet. There they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever.

The Book of Life - Rev 20
And I saw a great white throne and the one sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from his presence, but
they found no place to hide. I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God’s throne. And the
books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to what they had
done, as recorded in the books.
The sea gave up its dead, and death and the grave gave up their dead. And all were judged according to
their deeds. Then death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second
death. And anyone whose name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of
fire.

Jesus Speaks of the Final Judgment - Mt 25:31-46
“But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon his
glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the people as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his
left.
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. I was naked, and
you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’
“Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty
and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you
clothing? When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
“And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and
sisters, you were doing it to me!’
“Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his demons. For I was hungry, and you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty, and
you didn’t give me a drink. I was a stranger, and you didn’t invite me into your home. I was naked, and
you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’
“Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or
in prison, and not help you?’
“And he will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and
sisters, you were refusing to help me.’
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“And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.”

The New Jerusalem – Rev 21-22
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And the
sea was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like
a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live
with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. He will wipe every tear from their
eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”
Then one of the seven angels … showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from
God. It shone with the glory of God and sparkled like a precious stone—like jasper as clear as crystal.










The city wall was broad and high, with twelve gates guarded by twelve angels.
And the names of the twelve tribes of Israel were written on the gates.
There were three gates on each side—east, north, south, and west.
The wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were written the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.
Its length and width and height were each 1,400 miles….
The walls were 216 feet thick
The wall was made of jasper
The city was pure gold, as clear as glass.
The wall of the city was built on foundation stones inlaid with twelve precious stones:





the first was jasper,
the fourth emerald,
the seventh chrysolite,
the tenth chrysoprase,






the second sapphire,
the fifth onyx,
the eighth beryl,
the eleventh jacinth,



The twelve gates were made of pearls—each gate from a single pearl!



And the main street was pure gold, as clear as glass.






the third agate,
the sixth carnelian,
the ninth topaz,
the twelfth amethyst.

I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. And the city has no
need of sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light. The nations will
walk in its light, and the kings of the world will enter the city in all their glory. Its gates will never be
closed at the end of day because there is no night there. And all the nations will bring their glory and
honor into the city. Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry and
dishonesty—but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God
and of the Lamb. It flowed down the center of the main street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life,

75

Sapphires of Truth in a World Full Of Deception

2017

bearing twelve crops of fruit] with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for medicine to heal the
nations.
No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and
his servants will worship him. And they will see his face, and his name will be written on their
foreheads. And there will be no night there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine on
them. And they will reign forever and ever.
Then the angel said to me, “Everything you have heard and seen is trustworthy and true. The Lord God,
who inspires his prophets, has sent his angel to tell his servants what will happen soon”

[Jesus says] “Look, I am coming soon,
bringing my reward with me
to repay all people according to their deeds.
I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the First and the Last,
the Beginning and the End.”
“I have sent my angel to give you
this message for the churches.
I am both the source of David
and the heir to his throne.
I am the bright morning star.”
He who is the faithful witness
to all these things says,

“Yes, I am coming soon!”
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Section 4 – Now You Have a Choice to Make
So now you know the truth, and you know the Author of all truth, as well as where to go to find
the truth. What do you do with it all? Do you make the choice to believe the truth that He
reveals or do you decide to be rebellious and make up your own truth to fit how you want to
live instead of how your Creator, God Almighty planned before you were formed.

And I tell you this;
you must give an account
on judgment day
for every idle word you speak.
The words you say will
Either acquit you or condemn you….
Mt 12:36-37

For we must all stand
before Christ to be judged.
We will each receive
whatever we deserve
For the good or evil we have done
In this earthly body…
2 Cor 5:10
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Chapter 14 – Heaven or Hell
Without God you would have no life at all. Outside of Christ there is no reality. There is no
logic. There is no reason for anything. Everything was made for Christ and by Christ. Your next
breath comes from Christ and is to go back to Christ. We must fully depend on Jesus, without
Him we have nothing, but with Him we have everything. When you don’t have Christ you
have no power over sin, Satan, and you don’t truly have life.
Without God, man’s destiny is hell. The man without God is spiritually dead; when his physical
life is over, he faces eternal separation from God. In Jesus’ narrative of the rich man and Lazarus
(Lk 16:19-31 ESV), the rich man lives a pleasurable life of ease without a thought of God, while
Lazarus suffers through his life but knows God. It is after their deaths that both men truly
comprehend the gravity of the choices they made in life. The rich man realized, too late, that
there is more to life than the pursuit of wealth. Meanwhile, Lazarus is comforted in paradise.
For both men, the short duration of their earthly existence paled in comparison to the
permanent state of their souls.
God judges the world by identifying and condemning sin and by vindicating and rewarding the
righteous. God exercises temporal judgment on the world and on his people; final judgment
will take place when Jesus Christ returns.
The nature of God’s judgment is certain, righteous and impartial. The key purpose of God’s
judgment is to display his glory, defend the weak, bring salvation to his people, to punish
sin and to turn people back to God. (gotquestions.org)


For everything that is hidden will eventually be brought into the open, and every secret will be
brought to light…Mk 4:22



“And a servant who knows what the master wants, but isn’t prepared and doesn’t carry out those
instructions, will be severely punished. But someone who does not know, and then does something
wrong, will be punished only lightly…Lk 12:47



But all who reject me and my message will be judged on the day of judgment by the truth I have
spoken. I don’t speak on my own authority. The Father who sent me has commanded me what to say
and how to say it. And I know his commands lead to eternal life; so I say whatever the Father tells me
to say.”…Jn 12:44-50
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Attributes of Our Eternal Bodies


But someone may ask, “How will the dead be raised? What kind of bodies will they have?”Our
earthly bodies are planted in the ground when we die, but they will be raised to live forever.
Our bodies are buried in brokenness, but they will be raised in glory. They are buried in weakness,
but they will be raised in strength. They are buried as natural human bodies, but they will be raised
as spiritual bodies. For just as there are natural bodies, there are also spiritual bodies.
The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam, became a living person.” But the last Adam—that is,
Christ—is a life-giving Spirit. What comes first is the natural body, then the spiritual body comes
later. Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of the earth, while Christ, the second man, came
from heaven. Earthly people are like the earthly man, and heavenly people are like the heavenly man.
Just as we are now like the earthly man, we will someday be like the heavenly man.
What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of
God. These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever.
But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! It will
happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet
sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be
transformed. For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal
bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies…1 Cor 15:35, 43-53



For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits without bodies…2 Cor 5:3



While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it’s not that we want to die and get rid
of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our new bodies so that these dying bodies
will be swallowed up by life. God himself has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee he has given us
his Holy Spirit…2 Cor 5:4-5

Events at Death
So, what happens when you die? If you are a child of God, your spirit is immediately ushered
into the bosom of Jesus by His holy angels. Your spirit remains in Heaven, in the presence of
God, until the time of the Rapture. When Jesus comes for His Church, He brings your spirit
with Him, resurrects and glorifies your body, making it eternal in nature (1 Cor 15 and 1 Thes
4). You reign with Christ for a thousand years and then live eternally with Him on the new
earth (Rev 20-22).
If you are not a child of God, then your spirit goes to Hades at your death. This is a place of
torments where your spirit is held until the resurrection of the unrighteous which takes place at
the end of the millennial reign of Jesus. At that resurrection you are taken before the Great
White Throne of God where you are judged by your works and then condemned to the “second
death,” which is the “lake of fire” or Hell (Rev 20:11-15 NASB).
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One thing is certain: “Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that ‘Jesus is Lord!'”(Isa
45:23; Rom 14:11 NASB). Your eternal destiny will be determined by when you make this
confession.
If it is made before you die, then you will spend eternity with God. If not, then you will make
the confession at the Great White Throne judgment before you are cast into Hell. To spend
eternity with God, your confession of Jesus as Lord must be made now.

Rewards in the Kingdom of God


Then Peter said to him, “We’ve given up everything to follow you. What will we get?”
Jesus replied, “I assure you that when the world is made new and the Son of Man sits upon his
glorious throne, you who have been my followers will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
children or property, for my sake, will receive a hundred times as much in return and will inherit
eternal life. But many who are the greatest now will be least important then, and those who seem
least important now will be the greatest then…Mt 19:27-30



For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already have—Jesus Christ. Anyone who
builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw.
But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show
if a person’s work has any value. If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward. But if the
work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like someone
barely escaping through a wall of flames…1 Cor 3:11-15



My conscience is clear, but that doesn’t prove I’m right. It is the Lord himself who will examine me
and decide. So don’t make judgments about anyone ahead of time—before the Lord returns. For he
will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. Then God will give to each
one whatever praise is due…1 Cor 4:4-5



And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He will judge or reward
you according to what you do. So you must live in reverent fear of him during your time here as
“temporary residents.” For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you
inherited from your ancestors…1 Pet 1:17-18

Heaven
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined
What God has prepared for those who love him.”…1 Cor 2:9
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared.
And the sea was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people!
He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.
He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain.
All these things are gone forever.”…Rev 21:1-4
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The New Earth as Heaven
Real earth, real houses, gardens, hobbies, loved ones, are all part of the perfect future life in
store for those who are faithful to God’s Word. This becomes more believable when we realize
that the Bible says that the greater part of the future existence of human beings will take place
right here on our planet earth, which will be recreated and restored to its original perfection.
This life will be free from sickness, war, crime and anything harmful. The future life will have
the best of this life plus additional joys beyond our imagination.

We will have physical bodies in Heaven
Our bodies will be free from disease, pain and death in heaven (1 Cor 15:40-49). We will still
have physical bodies. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious
body…Phil 3:20,21.
The body of Jesus after His resurrection was physical. Jesus said: "Behold My hands and My feet,
that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have"…Lk
24:39.
We will be able to recognize our loved ones. "For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face.
Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known"… 1 Cor 13:12.
Life in the New Earth
 "Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away…Rev 21:1
 "Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband"…Rev 21:2


"And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away" …Rev 21:4



"They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit"…Isa 65:21



"The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust [shall be] the
serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain," says the LORD …Isa 65:25

We Will Be with Christ
More important than anything else is the fact that we will be with our Lord forever. From His
throne flows the River of Life. It will be perfect, clear as crystal. And we will see Him face to
face (Rev 22:4). We shall worship Him and be His people and He will be our God.
When we see Christ face to face His presence will dominate heaven the same way the sun
dominates the hot summer sky. If heaven had streets of gold, precious gems, and angels singing
overhead but no Jesus then we wouldn't even notice those other things. Because just as the sun
illuminates the summer sky, so the glory of Christ illuminates all of heaven.
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We will be able to talk to Him, ask Him questions, and listen to Him speak. Imagine hearing His
voice - the Bible says it will be "like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder
(Rev 14:2). Imagine the stories He'll tell, the lessons He'll teach, the love He’ll share.
Jesus When you get to heaven He will smile, put His arms around you, and say, “All this I have
prepared for you because I love you. Enjoy my fellowship!”
Then we will live happily ever after forever and ever with our God, Savior and Friend.

Scriptures Referencing Hell and Destruction


Just as the weeds are collected and burned up in the fire, so will it be at the end of the age… Mt 13:40
(CJB)



“Do not fear those who kill the body but are powerless to kill the soul. Rather, fear him who can
destroy both soul and body in Gehenna… Mt 10:28 (CJB)



So it will be at the close of the age — the angels will go forth and separate the evil people from among
the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where they will wail and grind their teeth… Mt
13:49-50 (CJB)



“Then he will also speak to those on his left, saying, ‘Get away from me, you who are cursed! Go off
into the fire prepared for the Adversary and his angels... Mt 25:41 (CJB)



The time is coming when all who are in the grave will hear his voice and come out — those who have
done good to a resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to a resurrection of judgment… Jn
5:28-29 (CJB)



Unless a person remains united with me, he is thrown away like a branch and dries up. Such
branches are gathered and thrown into the fire, where they are burned up… Jn 15:6 (CJB)



He who wins the victory will receive these things, and I will be his God, and he will be my son. But as
for the cowardly, the untrustworthy, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those involved
with the occult and with drugs, idol-worshippers, and all liars — their destiny is the lake burning
with fire and sulfur, the second death.”… Rev 21:7-8 (CJB)



And I remind you of the angels who did not stay within the limits of authority God gave them but left
the place where they belonged. God has kept them securely chained in prisons of darkness, waiting for
the great day of judgment. And don’t forget Sodom and Gomorrah and their neighboring towns,
which were filled with immorality and every kind of sexual perversion. Those cities were destroyed by
fire and serve as a warning of the eternal fire of God’s judgment… Jude 6-7



Then a third angel followed them, shouting, “Anyone who worships the beast and his statue or who
accepts his mark on the forehead or on the hand must drink the wine of God’s anger. It has been
poured full strength into God’s cup of wrath. And they will be tormented with fire and burning
sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb. The smoke of their torment will rise forever
and ever, and they will have no relief day or night, for they have worshiped the beast and his statue
and have accepted the Mk of his name.” …Rev 14:9-12
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Chapter 15 – Whom Will You Follow?
If you have not made a choice to accept Christ and follow Him, now is the time to do so. Today
is the day of salvation. This is the day to decide where you will spend eternity. After all we are
not guaranteed our next breath. We are eternal beings made in the image of God. The question
is where we will spend eternity when our earthly body is no more, with our Lord or with Satan.
Choose wisely, you will never make a more important choice in your life. Many people
acknowledge that there is a God, but stop short when it comes to accepting that Jesus is the only
way to spend eternity with him. Do not make that mistake.

Jesus talks with Nicodemus about Eternal Life – John 3
There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. After dark one
evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us.
Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.”
Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”
“What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and
be born again?”
Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the
Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. So don’t be
surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear
the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born
of the Spirit.”
“How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.
Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t understand these things? I assure
you, we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. But if you don’t
believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly
things? No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has come down from
heaven. And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be
lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
will not perish but have eternal life. God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save
the world through him. “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does
not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.
And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness
more than the light, for their actions were evil. All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for
fear their sins will be exposed. But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they
are doing what God wants.
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Jesus Is THE Only Way to God


Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through
me...Jn 14:6



“You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its
gate is wide for the many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is
difficult, and only a few ever find it…Mt 7:13-14



Jesus continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You belong to this world; I do not…for
unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, you will die in your sins.”…Jn 8:23-24



And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever
has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life…1 Jn 5:11-12



We live in fellowship with the true God because we live in fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ. He is
the only true God, and he is eternal life…1 Jn 5:20



God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might
have eternal life through him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved …1 Jn 4:9-10

Because of His Mercies and Grace





But—when God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, he saved us, not because of the righteous
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and
new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ
our Savior. Because of his grace he declared us righteous and gave us confidence that we will inherit
eternal life…Titus 3:4-7
The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing.…Jn 6:63
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from
God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about
it…Eph 2:8-9

A Priceless Inheritance
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have been born
again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation, and we have a
priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach
of change and decay. And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this
salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.
So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials for a little while.
These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though
your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it
will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole
world. You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him now, you trust
him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. The reward for trusting him will be the salvation of
your souls…1 Pet 1:3-9
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No One Can Snatch Them Away!
The people surrounded him and asked, “How long are you going to keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe me. The proof is
the work I do in my Father’s name. But you don’t believe me because you are not my sheep. My sheep
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.
No one can snatch them away from me, for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful than
anyone else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”…Jn 10:24-30

God is Calling to You
My Child,
My Son is returning soon. Are you ready? Have you made Jesus Lord of your life? Do you think
you have eternal life because you are a good person? I look down from heaven on the entire
human race; to see if anyone is truly wise, if anyone seeks me. But no, all have turned away; all
have become corrupt. No one does good, not a single one! (Ps 53:2-3) For everyone has sinned;
all fall short of my glorious standard. (Rom 3:23)
If you claim you have no sin, you are only fooling yourself and not living in the truth. (1Jn 1:8)
You are calling me a liar and showing that my word has no place in our heart. (1Jn 1:10) There
is no judgment against anyone who believes in Christ Jesus. But anyone who does not believe in
Jesus has already been judged for not believing in my one and only Son. (Jn 3:18)
The day is coming when I, God, through Christ Jesus, will judge everyone’s secret life. (Rom
2:16) All will stand before the judgment seat of God. As surely as I live, every knee will bend to
me, and every tongue will confess and give praise to me. Yes, everyone will give a personal
account to God. (Rom 14:10-12) For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal
life through Christ Jesus the Lord. (Rom 6:23)
I, God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for your sin, so that you could be made
right with me through Christ. (2 Cor 5:21) I showed my great love for you by sending Christ to
die for you. (Rom 5:8) For I, God loved the world so much that I gave my one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. (Jn 3:16) I know the
plans I have for you; they are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a
hope. (Jer 29:11)
Therefore if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that I, the
Lord God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that
you are made right with Me, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved.
Anyone who trusts in me will never be disgraced. Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD
will be saved. (Rom 10:9-10) For if you confess your sins to me, I AM faithful and just to forgive
your sins and to cleanse you from all wickedness. (1 Jn 1:9)
Today is the day of salvation!
Love Eternal,
YHVH God
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You and I can be saved only by confessing our sins and placing our faith in God’s son, Jesus
Christ who paid for our sins by his death and conquered death by his resurrection. We must
also surrender our life to His lordship… placing him in charge of every area of our life and be
obedient because we now belong to him.
Are you Ready to make the most Important Decision of your Eternal Life?
For “Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved… Rom 10:13
Please make the choice for Jesus. Let us enjoy the presence of the Lord together for all eternity!
If you have decided to accept Jesus as your Savior, invite Jesus into your heart by praying a
prayer like the one below. The prayer must come from your heart and I hope this will help you
to invite Jesus into yours. The prayer below is here only as a guide. I urge you to pour out your
heart to Jesus in your own words.

"Heavenly Father,
Have mercy on me, a sinner. I believe in you and that your word is true. I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of the living God and that he died on the cross so that I may now have forgiveness for my sins and
eternal life. I know that without you in my heart my life is meaningless.
I believe in my heart that you, Lord God, raised Him from the dead. Please Jesus forgive me, for every sin
I have ever committed or done in my heart, please Lord Jesus forgive me and come into my heart as my
personal Lord and Savior today. I need you to be my Father and my friend.
I give you my life and ask you to take full control from this moment on; I pray this in the name of Jesus
Christ."
Amen.

If you asked Jesus into your heart…
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AND

Your name has been recorded in
the Lambs Book of Life!
Now that you are a "new creation" in Jesus Christ, the road ahead will be full of life-changing
experiences. Growing in knowledge and understanding of the Bible and your Christian walk
with God is essential for your spiritual growth. There is no need to fear death any longer
because Jesus broke the power of death on the cross with his own blood. The price has been
paid in full and it is God’s promise to receive all who come to him by placing their faith in Jesus
Christ and being obedient as their Lord and Savior.
As a way to grow closer to Jesus, the Bible tells us to follow up on our commitment.
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Be baptized as commanded by Christ.
Tell someone else about your new faith in Christ.
Spend time with God each day. It does not have to be a long period of time. Just develop
the daily habit of praying to Him and reading His Word. Ask God to increase your faith
and your understanding of the Bible.
Seek fellowship with other followers of Jesus.
Find a local congregation where you can worship God.
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Your New Identity in Christ as Savior and King
Use these verses in your devotional time, meditate on them, write them on your heart, in your
journal, or even on a sticky note to put on your 'frig! Absorbing the truth of who you are in
God, who He says you are, will truly set you free. You can't drive out the lies about who and
what you are without replacing them with something else. Fill your heart and soul with His
truth and the lies will no longer be able to exist there. These truths about who we are in Christ
are part of the inheritance package that came with our salvation.













I am … God’s own child… God has made me his heir…Gal 4:7
I am God’s masterpiece… Eph 2:10
I am his prized possession…Jas 1:18
I am a fellow heir with Christ… Rom 8:17
I am chosen, holy, and blameless before God… Eph 1:4
I have been justified and redeemed... Rom 3:23-24; Rom 6:6
I have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise… Eph 1:13
I have been brought near to God by the blood of Christ… Eph2:13
I have been made complete in Christ… Col 2:9-10
I have been chosen of God, and I am holy and beloved… Col3:12

A Few Words of Encouragement


Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day…2 Cor 5:16



For we live by believing and not by seeing…2 Cor 5:7



For this world is not our permanent home; we are looking forward to a home yet to come…Heb 13:14



So don’t be misled, my dear brothers and sisters. Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down
to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a
shifting shadow.…Jas 1:16-18



And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us. .. All who declare that
Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and they live in God…1 Jn 4:13,15



For every child of God defeats this evil world and we achieve this victory through our faith. And who
can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God…1 Jn 5:4-5
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Chapter 16 - How Should Followers of Jesus Live?
As you have seen, God did not leave us on our own to figure out how we should live our lives.
One reason for His Holy Instruction Manual was given to us is so we could live our lives to the
fullest and not have to suffer the hardships of life. Such as how we as parents try to teach our
children so they will be spared from the same heartaches and mistakes we made in our past.
With that in mind I have selected a few verses on each topic to help in your new walk with
Jesus.
Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we urge you in the name of the Lord Jesus
To live in a way that pleases God… 1 Thes 4:4

Concerning Money and Possessions


Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where
thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and
thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also
be…Mt 6:19-21



“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”…“You like to appear righteous in
public, but God knows your hearts. What this world honors is detestable in the sight of God…Lk 16:1314



Keep your lives free from the love of money. And be satisfied with what you have. God has said, “I
will never leave you; I will never abandon you.”…Heb 13:5

Giving

Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has given more than
all the others who are making contributions. For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor
as she is, has given everything she had to live on.”…Mk 12:43


Give and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to
make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the
amount you get back…Lk 6:38

Great Wealth is:

Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. After all, we brought nothing with us
when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it…1 Tim 6:6-8
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always being ready to share with others. By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good
foundation for the future so that they may experience true life…1 Tim 6:17-19

“Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with
God.”…Lk

12:21

But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful
desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of
evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with
many sorrows…1 Tim 6:9-10
Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you
own.”…Lk 12:15
Look here, you rich people: Weep and groan with anguish because of all the terrible troubles ahead of
you. Your wealth is rotting away, and your fine clothes are moth-eaten rags. Your gold and silver are
corroded. The very wealth you were counting on will eat away your flesh like fire. This corroded
treasure you have hoarded will testify against you on the day of judgment. …Jas 5:1-6

Guard Your Mouth
Jesus Said:


For whatever is in your heart determines what you say. A good person produces good things from the
treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart.
”…Mt 12:34-35



And I tell you this; you must give an account on judgment day for every idle word you speak. The
words you say will either acquit you or condemn you…Mt 12:36-37



It’s not what goes into your mouth that defiles you; you are defiled by the words that come out of your
mouth.” …the words you speak come from the heart—that’s what defiles you. For from the heart
come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander. These are what
defile you…Mt 15:11,18-19



A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces
evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. What you say flows from what is in your heart…Lk 6:45



The time is coming when everything that is covered up will be revealed, and all that is secret will be
made known to all. Whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have
whispered behind closed doors will be shouted from the housetops for all to hear!...Lk 12:2-3
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No One Can Tame the Tongue
Indeed, we all make many mistakes. For if we could control our tongues, we would be perfect and could
also control ourselves in every other way. We can make a large horse go wherever we want by means of a
small bit in its mouth. And a small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to go, even
though the winds are strong.
In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can set a great
forest on fire. And among all the parts of the body, the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of
wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself.
People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, but no one can tame the tongue. It is
restless and evil, full of deadly poison. Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses
those who have been made in the image of God. And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same
mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! Does a spring of water bubble out with both
fresh water and bitter water? Does a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you
can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring…Jas 3:2-12

Use Wisdom


If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it by living an honorable life, doing good works
with the humility that comes from wisdom…Jas 3:13



And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil
world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God…Titus 2:12



So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most of every
opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to
do….Eph 5:15-17



Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a job well done, and
you won’t need to compare yourself to anyone else. For we are each responsible for our own
conduct…Gal 6:4-5

Do Not Worry


[Jesus speaking] “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough
food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food and your body more than
clothing? Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly
Father feeds them. And aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are? Can all your worries add a
single moment to your life?
“And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. They don’t
work or make their clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are.
And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire
tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little faith?
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“So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we
wear?’ These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows
all your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you
everything you need.
“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough
for today…Mt 6:25-34


So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen.
For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever…2 Cor 4:18



So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in
honor. Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you…1 Pet 5:6-7

As Followers of Jesus….
You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind. This is the
first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself…Mt



22:37-40


“You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. And you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.”…Jn 8:31-32



Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples…Jn



All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and make our home
with each of them. Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my words are not
my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me…Jn 14:23-24

13:35

Be Obedient


Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have no place among
God’s people. Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes—these are not for you. Instead, let
there be thankfulness to God…Eph 5:3-4



Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit,
singing Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord
in your hearts...Eph 5:18-19



Remind the believers to submit to the government and its officers. They should be obedient, always
ready to do what is good…Titus 3:1



Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your souls, and
they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with sorrow…Heb 13:7



But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling
yourselves…Jas 1:22



So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. Put all your hope in the gracious
salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. So you must live as
God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires.
You didn’t know any better then. But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God
who chose you is holy…1 Pet 1:13-15
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If someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that person is a liar and
is not living in the truth. But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love
him. That is how we know we are living in him. Those who say they live in God should live their
lives as Jesus did…1 Jn 2:4-6



Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he with them. And we
know he lives in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us…1 Jn 3:24

Do Everything for the Glory of God


So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God…1 Cor 10:31



Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his
cross and crucified them there. Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in
every part of our lives. Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, or be jealous of one
another…Gal 5:24-26



Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with
love, following the example of Christ…Eph 5:1-2



Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember
that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do, whether we are slaves or free…Eph 6:7-8



You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe
this, and they tremble in terror. How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is
useless…Jas 2:19-20
For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered for you. He is your
example, and you must follow in his steps…1 Pet 3:1



Do Not Continue To Live In Darkness


So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and all unkind speech…1
Pet 2:1



If anyone claims, “I am living in the light,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is still living in
darkness…1 Jn 2:9



Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the
love of the Father in you...But anyone who does what pleases God will live forever…1 Jn 2:15,17



Those who have been born into God’s family do not make a practice of sinning, because God’s life is
in them…1 Jn 3:9



Carefully determine what pleases the Lord. Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and darkness;
instead, expose them. It is shameful even to talk about the things that ungodly people do in
secret…Eph 5:10-12



Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, throw off your old
sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. Instead, let the
Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes …Eph 4:21-24
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Honor God by:


Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be strong. And do everything with love… 1 Cor
16:13-14



Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults
because of your love…Eph 4:2



Give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…Eph 5:20



Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.
…Eph 4:3



Make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of
moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and selfcontrol with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, and godliness with brotherly
affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone…2 Pet 1:5

Brothers and sisters, we urge you to:
 Warn those who are lazy
 Encourage those who are timid
 Take tender care of those who are weak
 Be patient with everyone
 See that no one pays back evil for evil
 Always try to do good to each other and to all people
 Always be joyful
 Never stop praying
 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus
 Do not stifle the Holy Spirit
 Do not scoff at prophecies but test everything that is said.
 Hold on to what is good
 Stay away from every kind of evil…1 Thes 5:14-22

We Are To Love
We Love Because He First Loved Us
 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a
child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love…1 Jn
4:7-8



Love means doing what God has commanded us, and he has commanded us to love one another, just
as you heard from the beginning…2 Jn 1:6-7



God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. And as we live in God, our
love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with
confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. Such love has no fear, because perfect love
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expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully
experienced his perfect love. We love each other because he loved us first…1 Jn 4:16-19
Love covers a multitude of sins
The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in your prayers. Most
important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of sins…1 Pet 4:7-8
Love your Enemies
But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way, you will be acting as true
children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends
rain on the just and the unjust alike. If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that?
Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from
anyone else? Even pagans do that. But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect…Mt
5:44-48

If I do not Love, I am nothing
 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans
and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love
others, I would be nothing.


If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I
didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing…1 Cor 13:1-3

Love is an Action
 Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for
some who have done this have entertained angels without realizing it! Remember those in prison, as
if you were there yourself. Remember also those being mistreated, as if you felt their pain in your own
bodies…Heb 13:1-3


You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show sincere love to
each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart. For you have been born
again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever because it comes from the
eternal, living word of God...1 Pet 1:22-23



We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives
for our brothers and sisters. If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in
need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person? Dear children, let’s not
merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions…1 Jn 3:16-18

Treat Others with Respect


“Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you…Mt 7:12



Don’t be concerned for your own good but for the good of others…1 Co 10:24
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For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to
satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love. For the whole law
can be summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”…Gal 5:13-14



Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should
gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path.…Gal 6:1-2



So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if
we don’t give up. Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—
especially to those in the family of faith…Gal 6:9-10



Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults
because of your love…Eph 4:2



Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard
among you and give you spiritual guidance. Show them great respect and wholehearted love because
of their work…1 Thes 5:12-13



Never speak harshly to an older man …talk to younger men as you would to your own brothers.
Treat older women as you would your mother, and treat younger women with all purity as you
would your own sisters…1 Tim 5:1-2



… Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect
our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another …Heb 10:23-25



For this world is not our permanent home; we are looking forward to a home yet to come.
Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance
to his name. And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need. These are the sacrifices that
please God…Heb 13:14-16



Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and widows in
their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you…Jas 1:27



Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. Love each other as brothers and
sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude. Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with
insults when people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has called
you to do, and he will grant you his blessing…1 Pet 3:8-9



Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it…Jas 4:17



Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts…1 Jn 5 :21



Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. These desires give birth
to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death…Jas 1:14-15



Everyone who sins is breaking God’s law, for all sin is contrary to the law of God. And you know that
Jesus came to take away our sins, and there is no sin in him. Anyone who continues to live in him
will not sin. But anyone who keeps on sinning does not know him or understand who he is…1 Jn 3:4-6
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Believers be Very Careful


Dear friends, if we deliberately continue sinning after we have received knowledge of the truth, there
is no longer any sacrifice that will cover these sins. There is only the terrible expectation of God’s
judgment and the raging fire that will consume his enemies…Heb 10:26-27



But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth
with boasting and lying. For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are
earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will
find disorder and evil of every kind…Jas 3:14-16



Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you
want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of God…Jas 4:1



For it is impossible to bring back to repentance those who were once enlightened—those who have
experienced the good things of heaven and shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of
the word of God and the power of the age to come—and who then turn away from God. It is
impossible to bring such people back to repentance; by rejecting the Son of God, they themselves are
nailing him to the cross once again and holding him up to public shame…Heb 6:4-6
You Will Suffer Persecution



Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution…2 Tim 3:12



Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking
for someone to devour. Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith…1 Pet 5:8-9



“I have told you these things so that you won’t abandon your faith. For you will be expelled from the
synagogues, and the time is coming when those who kill you will think they are doing a holy service
for God. This is because they have never known the Father or me. Yes, I’m telling you these things
now, so that when they happen, you will remember my warning…Jn 16:1-4



Of course, your former friends are surprised when you no longer plunge into the flood of wild and
destructive things they do. So they slander you. But remember that they will have to face God, who
stands ready to judge everyone, both the living and the dead… 1 Pet 4:4-5



Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. For
shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. In addition
to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put on salvation as your
helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit at all times and
on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere…Eph 6:14-18



Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to
stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies,
but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world,
and against evil spirits in the heavenly places…Eph 6:10-12
Cling to your faith in Christ
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Cling to your faith in Christ, and keep your conscience clear. For some people have deliberately
violated their consciences; as a result, their faith has been shipwrecked…1 Tim 1:19



Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts…1 Jn



Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and
unbelieving, turning you away from the living God. You must warn each other every day, while it is
still “today,” so that none of you will be deceived by sin and hardened against God. For if we are
faithful to the end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first believed, we will share in all that
belongs to Christ. God’s promise of entering his rest still stands, so we ought to tremble with fear that
some of you might fail to experience it. For only we who believe can enter his rest. As for the others,
God said, “In my anger I took an oath: ‘They will never enter my place of rest,’” even though this rest
has been ready since he made the world…Heb 3:12 – 4:3

5:21

Go Into All the World


Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore,
go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this:
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”…Mt 28:18-20



And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. Anyone who
believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned…Mk 16:1516



If someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. But do this in a gentle
and respectful way…1 Pet 3:15-16



So do not be ashamed to tell people about our Lord Jesus…2 Tim 1:8 (ICB)



For we speak as messengers approved by God to be entrusted with the Good News. Our purpose is to
please God, not people. He alone examines the motives of our hearts…1 Thes 2:4

Chapter 17 – Praying Always
Paul exhorts us to devote ourselves to prayer (Col 4:2 NASB) and to pray without ceasing (1
Thes 5:17 NASB). In reading the Bible, we see that prayer is saturated within God's Word. It
impacts important events, interweaving with God's sovereign plan in history. The Bible refers
to the word prayer or expresses a prayer in 61 of its 66 books, making close to 1,100 distinct
references to and about prayer.
Prayer is simply conversation with God. It’s asking Him to meet your need or someone else’s.
It’s praising Him and thanking Him. It’s about committing things to Him and consecrating
things to Him. We need to pray about everything and anything.
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I think some people don’t pray much because they don’t understand how powerful prayer
really is. The truth is it’s one of the greatest privileges we have as Christians. When we pray, we
open the door for God to come into our problems and situations and work on them. Prayer
makes us partners with God. And while we can’t really change people and make them love
God, He can minister to their hearts and reach them.
I also believe that prayer is easier than we think it is. And it can be so much a part of our life
that we don’t even realize how much we pray – like breathing.
What Makes Prayer So Powerful? The Bible teaches us in James 5:16 (AMP) that “the earnest
(heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available [dynamic in its
working].” Prayer is passionate. It’s about sincerity of heart and putting your whole heart into it.
Prayer doesn’t have to be eloquent or long. And prayer isn’t better if it’s loud or if you’re on
your knees, folding your hands or bowing your head. It’s good to humble yourself, but it’s not
your posture or how long you pray that makes it effective.
Faith pleases God, and if we believe He exists and seek Him, He will reward us. We don’t have
to beg and plead with Him to help us.
But without faith it is impossible to please and be satisfactory to Him. For whoever would come near to
God must [necessarily] believe that God exists and that He is the rewarder of those who
earnestly and diligently seek Him [out]…Heb 11:6 AMP
God is a good God! He loves you and wants what is best for you. Spend time with God. Talk to
Him sincerely and honestly. Cast your cares on Him. Then find out what He wants to do and
then follow His lead.

Jesus and Prayer:


Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. May your Kingdom come soon.
May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us today the food we need, And forgive us
our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us. And don’t let us yield to temptation, but
rescue us from the evil one…Mt 5:9-13



If two of you agree here on earth concerning anything you ask, my Father in heaven will do it for you.
For where two or three gather together as my followers, I am there among them.”…Mt 18:19



Pray for those who hurt you…Lk 6:28



Pray for those who persecute you! ....Mt 5:44



Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give in to temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body
is weak!”… Mt 26:41
Jesus said: When you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so that
your Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too…Mk 11:25
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But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in
private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. “When you pray, don’t babble on
and on as people of other religions do. They think their prayers are answered merely by repeating
their words again and again. Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you need even
before you ask him...Mt 6:6-8



Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but I
said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.”
…Jn 11:41-42

Jesus Prayes for For All Who Will Ever Believe In Him - Jn 17:1-26
…. Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son so he can give glory
back to you. For you have given him authority over everyone. He gives eternal life to each one you have
given him.
And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you
sent to earth. I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. Now,
Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began.
“I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this world. They were always yours. You gave them to
me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything I have is a gift from you, for I have
passed on to them the message you gave me. They accepted it and know that I came from you, and they
believe you sent me.
“My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they belong to you. All who are
mine belong to you, and you have given them to me, so they bring me glory. Now I am departing from the
world; they are staying in this world, but I am coming to you. Holy Father, you have given me your
name; now protect them by the power of your name so that they will be united just as we are. During my
time here, I protected them by the power of the name you gave me. I guarded them so that not one was
lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold.
“Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I was with them in this world so they would be
filled with my joy. I have given them your word. And the world hates them because they do not belong to
the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to
keep them safe from the evil one. They do not belong to this world any more than I do. Make them holy
by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth. Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending
them into the world. And I give myself as a holy sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by your
truth.
“I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their
message. I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in
you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.
“I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. I am in them and you are in
me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love
them as much as you love me. Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with me where I am.
Then they can see all the glory you gave me because you loved me even before the world began!
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“O righteous Father, the world doesn’t know you, but I do; and these disciples know you sent me. I have
revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love for me will be in them, and I will be in
them.”

Be Earnest and Disciplined in Your Prayers


I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give
thanks for them. Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and
quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity…1 Tim 2:1-2



Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and pray over you,
anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord. Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and
the Lord will make you well. And if you have committed any sins, you will be forgiven…Jas 5:14-15



If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for
asking. But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a person
with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. Such
people should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Their loyalty is divided between God and
the world, and they are unstable in everything they do….Jas 1:5-8



The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results…Jas



The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in your prayers... 1 Pet 4:7



And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him. And since we
know he hears us when we make our requests, we also know that he will give us what we ask for…1 Jn

5:16

5:14-15
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All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, and to sharing in
meals including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. ..Acts 2:42
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Look, I AM coming soon,
Bringing my reward with me
To repay all people according to their deeds.
I AM the Alpha and the Omega,
The First and the Last,
The Beginning and the End.”Rev 22:12-13

Yeshua Ha-Mashiach
(Ya-SHOE-ah -Ha-ma-SHEE-ack)
Jesus the Messiah
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Appendix A - New Testament Blessings of God















God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven
is theirs.
God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.
God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice for they will be satisfied.
God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.
God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.
God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all
sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers…Mt 5:3-11
God blesses those who do not fall away because of me [Jesus]… Mt 11:6
You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what he said.… Lk 1:45
God blesses you who are hungry now, for you will be satisfied.
God blesses you who weep now, for in due time you will laugh… Lk 6:21
Jesus replied, “More blessed are all who hear the word of God and put it into practice.” …Lk
11:28





Then Jesus told him …“Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.”… Jn 20:29
..God… has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms … Eph 1:3
Through Christ Jesus, God has blessed the Gentiles with the same blessing he promised to
Abraham, so we who are believers might receive the promised Holy Spirit through faith…
Gal 3:14







God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation.… Jas 1:12
If you are insulted because you bear the name of Christ, you will be blessed … 1 Pet 4:14
… Blessed are those who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they
are blessed indeed, for they will rest from their hard work; for their good deeds follow
them!” …Rev 14:13
“Look, I will come as unexpectedly as a thief! Blessed are all who are watching for me... Rev
16:15
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… Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb… Rev 19:9
Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. For them the second death
holds no power… Rev 20:6
“Look, I am coming soon! Blessed are those who obey the words of prophecy written in this
book.” …Rev 22:7
Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter through the gates of
the city and eat the fruit from the tree of life…Rev 22:14
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Appendix B - Jesus Criticizes the Teachers of
Religious Law and the Pharisees
Matthew 23:1-7, 13-33 New Living Translation (NLT)

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The teachers of religious law and the
Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses. So practice and obey whatever they
tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach. They crush
people with unbearable religious demands and never lift a finger to ease the burden.
“Everything they do is for show. On their arms they wear extra wide prayer boxes with
Scripture verses inside, and they wear robes with extra long tassels. And they love to sit at the
head table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues. They love to receive
respectful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi.’
“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites!
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For you shut the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s faces. You won’t go in
yourselves, and you don’t let others enter either.
For you cross land and sea to make one convert, and then you turn that person into
twice the child of hell you yourselves are!
“Blind guides! For you say that it means nothing to swear ‘by God’s Temple,’ but that it
is binding to swear ‘by the gold in the Temple.’
o Blind fools! Which is more important—the gold or the Temple that makes the gold
sacred? And you say that to swear ‘by the altar’ is not binding, but to swear ‘by the
gifts on the altar’ is binding. How blind! For which is more important—the gift on
the altar or the altar that makes the gift sacred?
 When you swear ‘by the altar,’ you are swearing by it and by everything on it.
 And when you swear ‘by the Temple,’ you are swearing by it and by God, who
lives in it.
 And when you swear ‘by heaven,’ you are swearing by the throne of God and by
God, who sits on the throne.
For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens but you
ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should
tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things. Blind guides! You strain your
water so you won’t accidentally swallow a gnat, but you swallow a camel
For you are so careful to clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside you are
filthy—full of greed and self-indulgence! You blind Pharisee! First wash the inside of
the cup and the dish, and then the outside will become clean, too.
For you are like whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the inside
with dead people’s bones and all sorts of impurity. Outwardly you look like righteous
people, but inwardly your hearts are filled with hypocrisy and lawlessness.
For you build tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed, and you decorate the
monuments of the godly people your ancestors destroyed. Then you say, ‘If we had
lived in the days of our ancestors, we would never have joined them in killing the
prophets.’ But in saying that, you testify against yourselves that you are indeed the
descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Go ahead and finish what your
ancestors started. Snakes! Sons of vipers! How will you escape the judgment of hell?
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Appendix C - Gender Ideology Harms Children
Updated August 17, 2016
The American College of Pediatricians urges educators and legislators to reject all policies that condition
children to accept as normal a life of chemical and surgical impersonation of the opposite sex. Facts – not
ideology – determine reality.
1. Human sexuality is an objective biological binary trait: “XY” and “XX” are genetic markers of male
and female, respectively – not genetic markers of a disorder. The norm for human design is to be
conceived either male or female. Human sexuality is binary by design with the obvious purpose being the
reproduction and flourishing of our species. This principle is self-evident. The exceedingly rare disorders
of sex development (DSDs), including but not limited to testicular feminization and congenital adrenal
hyperplasia, are all medically identifiable deviations from the sexual binary norm, and are rightly
recognized as disorders of human design. Individuals with DSDs do not constitute a third sex. 1
2. No one is born with a gender. Everyone is born with a biological sex. Gender (an awareness and
sense of oneself as male or female) is a sociological and psychological concept; not an objective
biological one. No one is born with an awareness of themselves as male or female; this awareness
develops over time and, like all developmental processes, may be derailed by a child’s subjective
perceptions, relationships, and adverse experiences from infancy forward. People who identify as
“feeling like the opposite sex” or “somewhere in between” do not comprise a third sex. They remain
biological men or biological women.2,3,4
3. A person’s belief that he or she is something they are not is, at best, a sign of confused
thinking. When an otherwise healthy biological boy believes he is a girl, or an otherwise healthy
biological girl believes she is a boy, an objective psychological problem exists that lies in the mind not the
body, and it should be treated as such. These children suffer from gender dysphoria. Gender dysphoria
(GD), formerly listed as Gender Identity Disorder (GID), is a recognized mental disorder in the most
recent edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of the American Psychiatric Association (DSMV).5 The psychodynamic and social learning theories of GD/GID have never been disproved.2,4,5
CLARIFICATION in response to questions regarding point 3:
Regarding Point 3: “Where does the APA or DSM-V indicate that Gender Dysphoria is a mental
disorder?”
The APA (American Psychiatric Association) is the author of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders, 5th edition(DSM-V). The APA states that those distressed and impaired by their
GD meet the definition of a disorder. The College is unaware of any medical literature that
documents a gender dysphoric child seeking puberty blocking hormones who is not significantly
distressed by the thought of passing through the normal and healthful process of puberty.
From the DSM-V fact sheet:
“The critical element of gender dysphoria is the presence of clinically significant distress associated
with the condition.”
“This condition causes clinically significant distress or impairment in social, occupational, or other
important areas of functioning.”
4. Puberty is not a disease and puberty-blocking hormones can be dangerous. Reversible or not,
puberty- blocking hormones induce a state of disease – the absence of puberty – and inhibit growth and
fertility in a previously biologically healthy child.6
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5. According to the DSM-V, as many as 98% of gender confused boys and 88% of gender confused
girls eventually accept their biological sex after naturally passing through puberty.5

CLARIFICATION in response to questions regarding point 5:
Regarding Point 5: “Where does the DSM-V list rates of resolution for Gender Dysphoria?”
On page 455 of the DSM-V under “Gender Dysphoria without a disorder of sex development” it
states: “Rates of persistence of gender dysphoria from childhood into adolescence or adulthood vary.
In natal males, persistence has ranged from 2.2% to 30%. In natal females, persistence has ranged
from 12% to 50%.” Simple math allows one to calculate that for natal boys: resolution occurs in as
many as 100% – 2.2% = 97.8% (approx. 98% of gender-confused boys) Similarly, for natal
girls: resolution occurs in as many as 100% – 12% = 88% gender-confused girls
6. Children who use puberty blockers to impersonate the opposite sex will require cross-sex hormones
in late adolescence. Cross-sex hormones (testosterone and estrogen) are associated with dangerous
health risks including but not limited to high blood pressure, blood clots, stroke and cancer.7,8,9,10
7. Rates of suicide are twenty times greater among adults who use cross-sex hormones and undergo sex
reassignment surgery, even in Sweden which is among the most LGBTQ – affirming countries.11 What
compassionate and reasonable person would condemn young children to this fate knowing that after
puberty as many as 88% of girls and 98% of boys will eventually accept reality and achieve a state of
mental and physical health?
8. Conditioning children into believing that a lifetime of chemical and surgical impersonation of the
opposite sex is normal and healthful is child abuse. Endorsing gender discordance as normal via public
education and legal policies will confuse children and parents, leading more children to present to
“gender clinics” where they will be given puberty-blocking drugs. This, in turn, virtually ensures that
they will “choose” a lifetime of carcinogenic and otherwise toxic cross-sex hormones, and likely consider
unnecessary surgical mutilation of their healthy body parts as young adults.
Michelle A. Cretella, M.D. President of the American College of Pediatricians
Quentin Van Meter, M.D. Vice President of the American College of Pediatricians Pediatric Endocrinologist
Paul McHugh, M.D. University Distinguished Service Professor of Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins Medical School and the former
psychiatrist in chief at Johns Hopkins Hospital

The bottom line: Our opponents advocate a new scientifically baseless standard of care for children with
a psychological condition (GD) that would otherwise resolve after puberty for the vast majority of
patients concerned. Specifically, they advise: affirmation of children’s thoughts which are contrary to
physical reality; the chemical castration of these children prior to puberty with GnRH agonists (puberty
blockers which cause infertility, stunted growth, low bone density, and an unknown impact upon their
brain development), and, finally, the permanent sterilization of these children prior to age 18 via crosssex hormones. There is an obvious self-fulfilling nature to encouraging young GD children to
impersonate the opposite sex and then institute pubertal suppression. If a boy who questions whether or
not he is a boy (who is meant to grow into a man) is treated as a girl, then has his natural pubertal
progression to manhood suppressed, have we not set in motion an inevitable outcome? All of his same
sex peers develop into young men, his opposite sex friends develop into young women, but he remains a
pre-pubertal boy. He will be left psychosocially isolated and alone. He will be left with the psychological
impression that something is wrong. He will be less able to identify with his same sex peers and being
male, and thus be more likely to self identify as “non-male” or female. Moreover, neuroscience reveals
that the pre-frontal cortex of the brain which is responsible for judgment and risk assessment is not
mature until the mid-twenties. Never has it been more scientifically clear that children and adolescents
are incapable of making informed decisions regarding permanent, irreversible and life-altering medical
interventions. For this reason, the College maintains it is abusive to promote this ideology, first and
foremost for the well-being of the gender dysphoric children themselves, and secondly, for all of their
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non-gender-discordant peers, many of whom will subsequently question their own gender identity, and
face violations of their right to bodily privacy and safety.
Please visit this page on the College website concerning sexuality and gender issues.

Appendix D - Abortion
http://www.godandscience.org/

Abortion - Life, Right, Choice?- Secular Arguments Against Abortion ( 440 KB MS PowerPoint
file)
The Bible and Abortion - The biblical basis of the prolife position.
"After Birth Abortion": Infanticide (Killing Babies) is Okay According to Doctors - Doctors show
that arguments used to support abortion also support the killing of newborns.
Early Church Fathers and Abortion (offsite)
Abortion and the Early Christian Church by F. J. Roos.
Science and Abortion - The scientific basis of the prolife position.
Is Abortion or Childbirth Safer for a Woman? The abortion industry's claim that abortion is
safer than childbirth is shown to be false.
Why Pro-Abortion Is Anti-Science by Nancy Pearcey.
Confessions of a Pro-Life Atheist - Why Abortion Rights is not a Religious Question
D & X (Partial Birth) Abortions - They are never medically necessary
Do Fetuses Feel Pain During An Abortion? - A new scientific study shows that cortical brain
responses to pain occur in infants as young as 25 weeks gestational age.
The Law and Abortion - Why the law is logically inconsistent.
North Carolina's "Woman’s Right to Know Act": Informed Consent for Abortion? - Why don't
the abortionists want women to know what they are aborting?
Modern Eugenics- How Abortion is Getting Rid of 'Undesirables' A new study finds that
abortion is a good way to get rid of minorities and poor people who might have children (God
forbid!) who commit crimes.
Forced Abortion in America by the Elliot Institute (offsite)
Men are Responsible for the Abortion Problem - What Christians can do about it
Planned Parenthood Gets Caught Protecting Child Molesters - Taped telephone
conversations reveal the real agenda of Planned Parenthood
The Reality of "Choice on Earth" - Planned Parenthood's Insult to Christianity - In a good
example of poor taste, Planned Parenthood insults Christianity and its founder, Jesus Christ, the
Prince of Peace (not "choice")
An Open Letter From the Parents of Holly Patterson - Death by RU-486 - Because of California's
lack of parental consent laws, Holly's parents did not know that their daughter was dying from
complications due to abortion drug, RU-486.
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Appendix E - Jesus’ Message to the Churches
Revelation 2:1-7 - 3:14-22

Ephesus
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. This is the message from the one who
holds the seven stars in his right hand, the one who walks among the seven gold lamp stands:
“I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your patient endurance. I know
you don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of those who say they are apostles
but are not. You have discovered they are liars. You have patiently suffered for me without
quitting.
“But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at first! Look
how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent,
I will come and remove your lamp stand from its place among the churches. But this is in your
favor: You hate the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as I do.
“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the
churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of
God.

Smyrna
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Smyrna. This is the message from the one who is
the First and the Last, who was dead but is now alive:
“I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich! I know the blasphemy of
those opposing you. They say they are Jews, but they are not, because their synagogue belongs
to Satan.
Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some of you into prison to
test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain faithful even when facing death,I will
give you the crown of life.
“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the
churches. Whoever is victorious will not be harmed by the second death.

Pergamum
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum. This is the message from the one with
the sharp two-edged sword:
“I know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you have remained loyal to me.
You refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred among you
there in Satan’s city.
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“But I have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some among you whose teaching is like
that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the people of Israel. He taught them to sin by
eating food offered to idols and by committing sexual sin. In a similar way, you have some
Nicolaitans among you who follow the same teaching. Repent of your sin, or I will come to you
suddenly and fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the
churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give some of the manna that has been hidden
away in heaven. And I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a
new name that no one understands except the one who receives it. ”

Thyatira
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the message from the Son of
God, whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze:
“I know all the things you do. I have seen your love, your faith, your service, and your patient
endurance. And I can see your constant improvement in all these things.
“But I have this complaint against you. You are permitting that woman—that Jezebel who calls
herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. She teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat
food offered to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to turn away from her
immorality.
“Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of suffering, and those who commit adultery with her will
suffer greatly unless they repent and turn away from her evil deeds. I will strike her children
dead. Then all the churches will know that I am the one who searches out the thoughts and
intentions of every person. And I will give to each of you whatever you deserve. ”
“But I also have a message for the rest of you in Thyatira who have not followed this false
teaching (‘deeper truths,’ as they call them—depths of Satan, actually). I will ask nothing more
of you except that you hold tightly to what you have until I come. To all who are victorious,
who obey me to the very end, to them I will give authority over all the nations. They will rule
the nations with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots. They will have the same authority I
received from my Father, and I will also give them the morning star!“Anyone with ears to hear
must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.

Sardis
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the message from the one who has
the sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars:
“I know all the things you do, and that you have a reputation for being alive—but you are dead.
Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost dead. I find that your
actions do not meet the requirements of my God. Go back to what you heard and believed at
first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me again. If you don’t wake up, I will come to you
suddenly, as unexpected as a thief.
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“Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes with evil. They
will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. All who are victorious will be clothed in white.
I will never erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will announce before my Father and
his angels that they are mine. “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and
understand what he is saying to the churches.

Philadelphia
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. “This is the message from the one
who is holy and true, the one who has the key of David. What he opens, no one can close; and
what he closes, no one can open:
“I know all the things you do, and I have opened a door for you that no one can close. You
have little strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny me. Look, I will force those who
belong to Satan’s synagogue—those liars who say they are Jews but are not—to come and bow
down at your feet. They will acknowledge that you are the ones I love.
“Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you from the great time of
testing that will come upon the whole world to test those who belong to this world. I am
coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away your crown. All who are
victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my God, and they will never have to leave it.
And I will write on them the name of my God, and they will be citizens in the city of my God—
the New Jerusalem that comes down from heaven from my God. And I will also write on them
my new name. “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is
saying to the churches.”

Laodicea
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the message from the one who is
the Amen—the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s new creation:
“I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the
other! But since you are like Luke warm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my
mouth! You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t
realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. So I advise you to
buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy white
garments from me so you will not be shamed by your nakedness and ointment for your eyes so
you will be able to see. I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from
your indifference.
“Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in,
and we will share a meal together as friends. Those who are victorious will sit with me on my
throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his throne. “Anyone with ears to hear
must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.”
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Resources Used
Answersingenesis.org
Becky Dvorak - http://www.charismanews.combeforethecross.com
Bible.org
Desiringgod.org
Dr. John F. Walvoord - http://walvoord.com/article/309
Focusonthefamily.com
Godandscience.org
Gotquestions.org.
500+ Amazing Human Body Facts and Trivia. https://www.disabled-world.com/medical/human-bodyfacts.php
Joyce Meyer - joycemeyer.org
Lamb & Lion Ministries - http://christinprophecy.org
Michael McKenzie - www.equip.org/article/care-for-the-elderly
Nathan Jones - lamblion.com.
https://prolifeacrossamerica.org/baby-developmental-facts/
RandomHistory.com - http://facts.randomhistory.com/child-development-facts.html
Rick of Suffolk - http://www.newtestamentpattern.net
www.gty.org - John MacArthur.

www.biblegateway.com
www.blueletterbible.org
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Resource Profiles
Dr. Brian Campbell, counseling4christians.com.
counseling4christians.com is a counseling site of Dr. Brian Campbell. He is a "born again" Christian who
seeks God’s will in all that he does.As a Christian Psychologist and author. Dr. Campbell believes that
the Bible contains all the information necessary to live a mentally healthy life. Unfortunately, the world
has taught us many unhealthy "lies" about ourselves and about others. These lies are largely responsible
for what we call "mental illness."
With God’s help, Dr. Campbell encourages individuals to identify their faulty beliefs and replace them
with biblical truths. Ultimately, It is his belieif that the "truth will set you free."Many psychological
problems have an underlying biological basis. In the case of serious psychological disorders, He is not
opposed to the use of medication. He will make referrals to medical specialists when appropriate.

Dr. David R. Reagan, Christ in Prophecy
Lamb & Lion Ministries was founded in 1980 as a non-denominational, independent ministry. The
Ministry does not seek to convert people to any particular church. Rather, it seeks to lift up Jesus and
draw people to Him as Lord and Savior. The Ministry was established for the purpose of proclaiming the
soon return of Jesus. We do not believe it is possible to know the date when Jesus will return. But we do
believe it is possible to know the season of the Lord’s return, and it is our conviction that we are living in
that season.
We believe that Jesus is the only hope for the world today. He is the Gospel — the “Good News.”
Lamb & Lion Ministries exists to serve the Church in its effort to win souls for Christ and to disciple those
who accept the Lord.
The Ministry proclaims its message in a variety of ways. One of the most significant is through its weekly
television program called Christ in Prophecy. The television program provides commentary on national
and international events from a Biblical perspective, showing that many of these events are signs of the
times pointing to the soon return of Jesus.
The Ministry conducts meetings and seminars all over the country in all kinds of churches. The Ministry’s
seminars focus on Bible prophecy. The meetings cover either prophecy or spiritual renewal
or a combination of the two. Other forms of outreach include resources such as topical teaching DVDs,
CDs, MP3s, books, group study materials, a bi-monthly magazine called the Lamplighter, and the
periodic Bible Prophecy Insights magazines and Bible Prophecy Insights videos.

Dr. John F. Walvoord.
John F. Walvoord, long-time president of Dallas Theological Seminary, was one of the most prominent
evangelical scholars of his generation. He is considered perhaps the world's foremost interpreter of
biblical prophecy.
John is perhaps best known for his bestselling work on Bible prophecy, Armageddon, Oil and the Middle
East Crisis, which sold over 2 million copies and was printed in 16 languages. John's first book, The
Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, was published in 1943. It was the first of more than 30 books on biblical
theology and the Christian faith that he authored or co-authored over the next 60 years.
John was a member of the Dallas Theological Seminary faculty for 50 years, from 1936 to 1986. He served
as president of Dallas Seminary from 1952 to 1986, and as chancellor until 2001. He continued to teach
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and preach until a few weeks before his death at the age of 92. Dr. Walvoord is known worldwide for his
evangelical scholarship in Christology, pneumatology (the doctrine of the Holy Spirit), and eschatology
(prophecy and the end times).

John MacArthur, www.gty.org
John MacArthur is the pastor-teacher of Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, California, as well as an
author, conference speaker, president of The Master’s University and Seminary, and featured teacher
with the Grace to You media ministry. The emphasis of his pulpit ministry is the careful study and verseby-verse exposition of the Bible, with special attention devoted to the historical and grammatical
background behind each passage.
John is also president and featured teacher with Grace to You. Founded in 1969, Grace to You is the
nonprofit organization responsible for developing, producing, and distributing John’s books, audio
resources, and the “Grace to You” radio and television programs. All of John’s 3,500 sermons, spanning
more than four decades of ministry, are available for free on this Grace to You website.
John has produced nearly 400 books and study guides, The MacArthur Study Bible, the cornerstone
resource of his ministry. In 2015 The MacArthur New Testament Commentary series was completed. In
its thirty-three volumes, John takes you detail by detail, verse by verse, through the entire New
Testament.

John Piper, www.desiringgod.org
Desiring God began inauspiciously in the spring of 1994 when John Piper, then the 48-year-old
pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, handed off the church’s tape ministry to his assistant Jon
Bloom. Piper and Bloom founded the ministry and named it Desiring God after Piper's
book Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist.
John Piper was born January 11, 1946, he completed a Master of Divinity degree at Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California (1968–71) n 1980, sensing an irresistible call to
preach, John became the senior pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
where he ministered for 33 years, until 2013. John is the author of over 50 books and frequently
travels to preach.
answersingenesis.org
Answers in Genesis is an apologetics (i.e., Christianity-defending) ministry, dedicated to enabling
Christians to defend their faith and to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ effectively.
They focus particularly on providing answers to questions surrounding the book of Genesis, as it is the
most-attacked book of the Bible.
The AiG ministry has always relied on the advice, wisdom, and review of the very best international
scientists available, including leading geologists, geneticists, astronomers, paleontologists, and
theologians. The majority of these professionals have no official association with AiG, except a common
desire to develop the most excellent information and materials possible, to honor Christ, to advance the
church, and to further the growing community spirit of Christian scientists who love God’s Word.

Joyce Meyer, Everyday Answers
Joyce Meyer is a Charismatic Christian author and speaker and president of Joyce Meyer Ministries. Joyce
Meyer Ministries is called to share the Gospel and extend the love of Christ. Through media they teach
people how to apply biblical truth to every aspect of their lives and encourage God's people to serve the
world around them. Joyce Meyer Ministries is dedicated to sharing God's love and the life-changing
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message of the Bible with the world through TV, radio, various media productions, live conferences and
this website.

Michael McKenzie, The Christian Research Institute
The Christian Research Institute exists to provide Christians worldwide with carefully researched
information and well-reasoned answers that encourage them in their faith and equip them to intelligently
represent it to people influenced by ideas and teachings that assault or undermine orthodox, biblical
Christianity. It is the commitment of the Christian Research Institute to faithfully uphold the revealed
truths of Holy Scripture.

Mike Mobley, www.beforethecross.com
Before The Cross exists to Glorify God by Sharing the Love of Christ with the hope of pointing the lost to
Him and strengthening His Church. We do this through biblical teachings, devotionals, encouraging
posts, and anything relevant to Christianity.

Nathan E. Jones, lamblion.com
Nathan E. Jones serves as Associate Evangelist and Web Minister for Lamb & Lion Ministries,
Working for years as a Web developer for an East coast ISP and starting his own company
called Creation Websites, Nathan next merged his Web and ministry skills into six years of
service as Web Architect at Southeast Christian Church, the Louisville, Kentucky mega-church.
The call to missions remained strong, and now with a mission field of billions of people
accessible through the Internet, starting in August 2007 Nathan began reaching out to those
people by serving at Lamb & Lion Ministries.
Richard Deem, www.godandscience.org
The mission of Evidence for God from Science is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and to
encourage skeptics to examine the truth claims of Christianity. Having once been a skeptic
myself, I understand that most skeptics assume Christianity is false before making a serious
attempt to examine the evidence. Therefore, our goal is to present the scientific and biblical
evidence that supports a rational belief in the existence and love of God
The website Evidence for God from Science was begun in early 1997 as a personal homepage at
Geocities (now defunct). The main site continued to grow, and in early 2000, the website ran out
of its 20 MB of server space and was moved to a hosting server. As of 2013, the site is over 5 GB
with 1300+ pages and thousands of images. It now receives over 300,000 visitors each month
and answers dozens of e-mails.
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